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United Kingdom Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office

European Research Results Contribution to CBD 
Implementation
Presented by the European Commission

Karin Zaunberger, European Commission, explained that the fi ve panel members 
were coordinators of fi ve major European research projects currently supported 
by EU funding of approximately €60 million, which facilitate implementation of 
the CBD’s work programmes and action plans to combat the ongoing loss of 
biodiversity.

Phil Weaver, Coordinator of the Hotspot Ecosystem Research on the Margins of 
European Seas project (HERMES), emphasized the urgency of understanding 
deep-sea ecosystems and how they function; of determining their variability; of 
doing so before they are altered by man; and of translating this research into policy 
as rapidly as possible. He stressed awareness-raising, mentioning the schools 
outreach projects currently being run by HERMES. 

Carlo Heip, Coordinator of Marine Biodiversity and Ecosystem Function (MARBEF), 
outlined results of the MARBEF project which aims to explain the relationship 
between biodiversity and ecosystem functioning and understand human impacts. He 
referred to the Pelagia Effect where in the early 1980s the Mediterranean was fi lled 
with abnormally large populations of jellyfi sh, probably due to over-fi shing.

Josef Settele, Coordinator of the Assessing Large-Scale Environmental Risks on 
Biodiversity with Tested Methods project (ALARM), explained they are working 
towards a Risk Assessment Toolkit (ALARM RAT) to obtain up-to-date information 
on large-scale environmental risks for biodiversity, in particular the risks of climate 
change, biological invasions, pollinator loss, and environmental chemicals. 
 
Terry Parr, Coordinator of the Long-term Biodiversity Ecosystem and Awareness 
Research Network (ALTER-NET), explained it is building a long-term biodiversity, 
ecosystem and awareness research network for understanding, predicting and 
managing change in biodiversity, landscapes and ecosystem services, taking into 
account the social, cultural and political context. He said they are developing long-
term ecosystem research sites (LTER) networks, ultimately working towards a 
European biodiversity infrastructure to be called Life Watch.

Describing the activities of the recently launched European Distributed Institute 
of Taxonomy (EDIT), Simon Tillier, Coordinator of EDIT, said the key issues 
facing research in taxonomy include: the uneven distribution of capacities and 
taxa; unevenly distributed biodiversity and information; and the unavailability of 
information and knowledge.

Discussion: One participant announced the launch of the Catalogue of Life during 
CBD COP-8. Another questioned how the disparate research projects would 
be integrated, with panellists explaining that this could be addressed within the 
Life Watch Project, aiming to establish a unifi ed system of measurements, but 
acknowledging that this is a long path. Participants discussed how to facilitate 
communication between scientists and policy makers.

Phil Weaver, Coordinator of Hotspot 
Ecosystem Research on the margins of 
European Seas (HERMES), explained that 
approximately 90% of the European deep 
sea bed is unexplored and that even 
the remote deep bed area suffers from 
anthropogenic effects

More information:
http://www.marbef.org
http://www.alarmproject.net
http://www.alter-net.info
http://www.eu-hermes.net
http://www.mnhn.fr/edit

Contacts:
Karin Zaunberger 
<karin.zaunberger@cec.eu.int>
Phil Weaver <p.weaver@soc.soton.ac.uk>
Carlo Heip <c.heip@nioo.knaw.nl>
Josef Settele <josef.settele@ufz.de>
Terry Parr <twp@ceh.ac.uk>
Simon Tillier <tillier@mnbn.fr> and 
<edit@mnhn.fr>
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Biological Diversity in Dry and Sub-Humid Lands for 
Human Well-Being

Mohamed Bakarr, World Agroforestry Centre, 
emphasized the importance of engaging 
agroforesters in landscape conservation 
management and the need for participatory 
processes for integrated natural resource 
management

More information:
http://www.ipgri.cgiar.org
http://www.icarda.cgiar.org
http://www.worldagroforestrycentre.org

Contacts:
Emile Frison <e.frison@cgiar.org>
Jan Valkoun <j.valkoun@cgiar.org>
Mohamed Bakarr <m.bakarr@cgiar.org>

Presented by the Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

(Continued on page 3)

Presented by the Global Forest Coalition (GFC)

The Social Impacts of the New 
Biodiversity Networks and the Launch 
of the Global Forest Coalition Report 
on Monitoring of Forest Related 
Commitments Under the UNFCCC

Lambert Okrah, Institute of Cultural Affairs, Ghana, announced the launch of 
the GFC report titled “4.1(d) Climate and Forest Change. Report on Indepen-
dent Monitoring of the Implementation of Article 4.1(d) of the UNFCCC.”
 
Sharing the results of the Brazilian section of the GFC Report, Rubens Born, 
Vitae Civilis, stated that 73% of the Brazilian green house gas emissions re-
late to deforestation and the 70 to 80% of deforestation in Brazil is illegal.

Elizabeth Bravo, Acción Ecológica, Ecuador, described some of the severe 
negative impacts on indigenous communities and farmers of transforming 
nature into a commodity through practices and policies such as the sequestra-
tion of CO² and corporate contracts for timber exploitation, bioprospecting and 
tourism. 

Questioning the economic approach to protected area management, Simone 
Lovera, GFC, criticised the big business of biodiversity offsets. She said the 

Rubens Born, Vitae Civilis, said deforestation is 
very much linked with the commercialization of 
biodiversity

Emile Frison, International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, gave an 
overview of the 15 global future harvest centers supported by the CGIAR. He 
explained that their role is to produce international public goods knowledge 
by holding varieties of crop samples important to dry areas such as sorghum, 
wheat, chick peas, barley and groundnut. Highlighting the importance of 
diversity for breeding, he gave examples of activities in West Africa, focusing 
on adaptive traits in animal breeding like resistance to disease, and in Asia 
on the “Decision Support Tool’ which allow prioritization of breed conservation 
and utilization while maximizing human livelihood benefi ts.

Jan Valkoun, International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas 
(ICARDA) elaborated on the dryland agrobiodiversity project in Jordan, 
Lebanon, the Palestinian Authority and Syria which focuses on conservation 
of landraces and wild relatives of barley, wheat, lentil alliums, feed legumes 
and fruit trees. He said ICARDA was conserving 30,000 wild species in gene 
banks to be used in breeding research and restoration of the ecosystem.

Mohamed Bakarr, World Agroforestry Centre, said agroforestry creates 
livelihood options for poor farmers while playing a key role in the conservation 
of biodiversity. He also noted that agroforestry puts trees in working 
landscapes to enhance food security, income generation and sustainability. 
He highlighted the role of agroforestry in biodiversity conservation which is 
to reduce pressure on natural resources and maintain genetic diversity of 
both in situ and ex situ exploited species. Giving shade coffee as an example 
in Eastern Africa and Asia, he explained how it had diversifi ed options for 
livelihoods and created habitats for other species, adding that farmers should 
be recognized and rewarded for such innovations in land use practices. 

http://www.ipgri.cgiar.org
http://www.icarda.cgiar.org
http://www.worldagroforestrycentre.org
mailto:frison@cgiar.org
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The Social Impacts of the New Biodiversity Networks and the 
Launch of the Global Forest Coalition Report on Monitoring of 
Forest Related Commitments Under the UNFCCC

More information:
http://www.wrm.org.uy/GFC/
http://vitaecivilis.org.br
http://equitabletourism.org

Contacts:
Lambert Okrah <lokrah@yahoo.co.uk>
Simone Lovera <simonelovera@yahoo.com>
Liyakhat Syed 
<liyakhat.s@equitabletourism.org>
Rubens Born <rborn@vitaecivilis.org.br>
Sandy Gauntlett <sandygauntlett@hotmail.com>
Elizabeth Bravo <ebravo@rallt.org>

On the process and development of a global strategy for the management 
of farm animal genetic resources, Irene Hoffmann, Animal Production and 
Health Division, FAO, indicated that this process is geared towards providing 
a framework to guide international efforts on animal genetic resources 
(AnGR), a new issue for many, and to assist countries to better manage their 
genetic resources. 

Hoffman indicated that work on plant genetic resources is at an advanced 
stage, with the International Treaty for Plant and Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture as a legal instrument, whereas AnGR lacks such an 
instrument. She emphasized major differences between both, while ex-
situ conservation of plant genetic resources is relatively easy and there is 
uniformity within varieties or lines, the conservation of AnGR is mainly done 
in-situ by local communities and farmers with genetic variation within and 
between breeds. 

Noting the ongoing work for the preparation of the First Report on the State of 
the World’s Animal Genetic Resources, Hoffman said it has led to an increase 
of available data, with breeds classifi ed between local and transboundary, 
and further noted that France and China have the highest number of breeds 
reported. She indicated diffi culties and problems in reporting, stressing that 
capacity-building is a priority for many countries.

François Pythoud, Swiss Federal Offi ce of Agriculture, announced the First 
International Technical Conference Animal Genetic Resources to be held in 
September 2007, in Interlaken, Switzerland which will provide an opportunity 
to reach agreement on how to best address priorities to sustainably use, 
develop and conserve AnGR.

The First International Technical 
Conference Animal Genetic 
Resources and the First Report on 
the State of World’s Animal Genetic 
Resources
Presented by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
and the Government of Switzerland

Irene Hoffmann, Animal Production and Health 
Division, FAO, indicated that 156 countries 
received technical and or financial support from 
FAO in preparation of country reports on AnGR, 
with 170 national reports submitted up to now 

More information:
http://www.fao.org/dad-is
http://www.blw.admin.ch

Contacts:
Irene Hoffmann <Irene.hoffman@fao.org>
François Pythoud 
<francois.pythoud@blw.admin.ch>

market-based approach overlooks the fact that many communities conserve 
biodiversity for its own sake, urging this approach on a global level. 

Sandy Gauntlett, Pacifi c Peoples Environment Coalition, Aotearoa, New 
Zealand, described New Zealand’s rapid forest loss since the arrival of 
Europeans, and the devastating effects that have occurred due to the Maori 
people’s buying into the privatisation of resources.

Liyakhat Syed, Equations, India, cautioned that ecotourism has become a 
guise for high-impact tourism operations in sensitive areas, often with the 
tacit support of government agencies with a mandate to protect those areas. 
He presented the example of the Andaman Islands and Tamil Nadu, both 
prone to tsunami and earthquakes, which have been impacted by ecotour-
ism while receiving marginal local benefi ts.

(Continued from page 2)
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The 2010 Biodiversity Indicators Partnership – 
Progressing Towards 2010

More information:
http://www.ias.unu.edu

Contact:
Brendan Tobin <tobin@ias.unu.edu>

Brendan Tobin, UNU/IAS, opened the roundtable discussions by explaining 
that the university was working on fi ve medium-size project proposals in Af-
rica, Central Asia and Mongolia, the Andean community, and ASEAN and the 
Pacifi c Islands countries on ABS capacity building. He invited participants 
to share ideas relating to capacity building mapping aimed at synthesizing 
available materials and identifying gaps. He asked if it there was utility in 
collecting information and the possibility of going further and establishing a 
coordinating group.

On the issue of tools for repatriating knowledge and materials (reverse ac-
cess) one participant noted that local communities require access to materi-
als in gene banks and botanical gardens. He added that to enhance food 
security and stimulate economic activity it was essential to address this in 
the context of ABS capacity building.

Disagreeing on the need for capacity building networking, another participant 
cautioned against the danger of institutions becoming homogenous and los-
ing the advantage of diversity. He also added that the CBD Clearing-House 
Mechanism (CHM) could adequately respond to the issues being addressed.

In response, a participant stated that the CHM was primarly an information 
depository and did not provide added value, further stating that material was 
not updated or processed. He asked about the feasibility of improving the 
CHM. 

Another participant observed that expertise to enhance in-country capacity is 
required rather than more toolkits. He also said the ABS issue had become 
so politicized that donors were reluctant to fund projects, adding that many 
decision makers have not decided which direction to take in terms of facilitat-
ing access or putting up barriers. He remarked that ABS was not a priority for 
many countries, and that issues such as community based forest manage-
ment and human-wildlife confl ict took precedence.

Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) Capacity 
Development Networking
Convened by United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU/IAS)

Brendan Tobin, United Nations University, stressed 
that the university was not interested in becoming 
a capacity building organization but wanted to see 
capacity built

More information:
http://www.unep-wcmc.org
http://www.twentyten.net
http://www.zsl.org
http://www.fao.org
http://www.biodiversity-chm.eea.eu.int
http//www.ramsar.org

Contacts:
Jon Hutton <jon.hutton@unep-wcmc.org>
Neville Ash <neville.ash@unep-wcmc.org>
Noëlle Kümpel <noelle.kumpel@ioz.ac.uk>
Linda Collette <linda.colette@fao.org>
Gordon McInnes <gordon.mcinnes@eea.eu.int>
Nick Davidson <davidson@ramsar.org>

Jon Hutton, UNEP-WCMC, introduced the 2010 Biodiversity Indicators 
Partnership (2010BIP) aimed at strengthening the linkages between global, 
regional and national 2010 indicators and other processes, noting that this is 
the lead source of information on trends in biodiversity.

Describing the 2010BIP project, Neville Ash, UNEP-WCMC, noted that the 
fi rst phase (2006-2008) focuses on indicator development and the second 
one (2009-2012) on 2010 reporting and beyond.

Noëlle Kümpel, The Zoological Society of London, presented the IUCN Spe-
cies Survival Commission’s work on species indicators which feeds into four 
out of the seven CBD 2010 Target Focal Areas, namely the status and trends 
of biodiversity, sustainable use, threats to biodiversity, ecosystem integrity, 
and ecosystem goods and services.

On the 2010BIP project, Linda Collette, FAO, noted that FAO is developing 
indicators on genetic resources, with ex situ crop collection, livestock genetic 
resources, fi sh genetic resources, and tree genetic resources as sub-indica-
tors; on sustainable use, with focus on forestry and agricultural ecosystem 
products derived from sustainable sources; and on food and medicine, look-
ing at consumption and composition.

Gordon McInnes, European Environment Agency (EEA), described the 
Streamlining European 2010 Biodiversity Indicators project and how it con-
tributes to the 2010BIP project. 

Nick Davidson, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, emphasized that the 
2010BIP is oriented towards facilitating the work of biodiversity-related 
conventions while strengthening collaboration, and added that Ramsar has 
identifi ed additional indicators.

Discussion: Robert Hoft, CBD Secretariat, highlighted that the Global Biodi-
versity Outlook-2 outlines progress on the availability of indicators and that 
parties are called upon to develop national indicators.

Presented by the UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC)

Neville Ash, UNEP-WCMC, noted the urgent 
need for further indicators on some of the focal 
areas and for headline indicators, particularly 
on protecting traditional knowledge, innovations 
and practices, on access and benefit sharing, on 
biodiversity for food and medicine, and on the 
health and well-being of communities depen-
dent on biodiversity
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