ENVIRONMENTAL HIGH LEVEL MEETING
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING

OF THE BARCELONA PROCESS (Barcelona, 27-28.11.05)

PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT

·  
Date of event : 
19 December 2005
·  Title of event : 
Euro-Med Partnership Environmental High Level Meeting. “Horizon 2020” 
·  
Venue : Barcelona
·  Contact person:  Ms Barbara Helfferich, Press Spokesperson of Mr. Stavros Dimas, EU Environment Commissioner
· Subject: This event will take place shortly after the Summit of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership of 27-28 November 2005, at which partner countries committed to a major "high-visibility" initiative to "de-pollute the Mediterranean Sea by 2020", as proposed by the European Commission
.   

The event will serve to launch the preparations and planning for this initiative by bringing together some of the main Environmental stakeholders of the region (International Financing Institutions, Barcelona Convention secretariat and some of its Regional Activity Centres, local/regional/national administrations, networks of Mediterranean Towns, private sector and NGOs) to exchange views and agree on the priority actions to be undertaken. In other words: to discuss what should be done, by whom, when and how.
·  Objectives of the event: To formally launch a bottom-up process in order to identify priorities, define a road map and allocate responsibilities for further actions aimed at the global objective of de-polluting the Mediterranean by 2020. The different groups of stakeholders will be given the opportunity to express and exchange views on how they can contribute to the common objective.

·  
Expected Participants: European Commission representatives(confirmed participation of Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas), UK Presidency, Spanish Ministry of Environment (confirmed participation of Environment Minister Mrs. Cristina Narbona Ruiz), Ministers or their representatives of the Euro-Med countries, representatives of the Government, as well as local and regional administrations of EU and Mediterranean countries, International Financing Institutions active in the region (European Investment Bank (FEMIP), World Bank, METAP) High level representatives of the UNEP Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea, representatives of the private sector, NGOs and other regional representatives. It is expected a total number of around 150 participants. 

·  Follow up: The European Commission will gather the contributions received in order to produce a draft timetable for action for achieving the goals of the initiative to "de-pollute the Mediterranean Sea by 2020". 

This will be subject to a wide consultation early in 2006 and then included in a Commission Communication to be submitted to the Council of Ministers for adoption. After this, a Euro-Med Ministerial Meeting of Environment Ministers is expected to be called for and formally launch the initiative in the second half of 2006.

Background Information
1.
The initiative to "de-pollute the Mediterranean Sea by 2020", that we want to call in short from now on “Horizon 2020” is contained in the list of actions of the five year work programme endorsed by the Euro-Mediterranean partner countries at the 10th Anniversary Summit held in Barcelona on 27-28 November 2005. In his closing statement the Chairman of the summit, UK Prime Minister Tony Blair reported that partners had committed to “endorse a feasible timetable to de-pollute the Mediterranean Sea by 2020, while providing appropriate financial resources and technical support to implement it, using the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development and exploring possible areas for co-operation in this regard with UNEP.”

The proposal was further referenced in the five year work programme adopted by the summit in which

“With a view to contributing to the above objectives and based on the Barcelona Declaration, Euro-Mediterranean partners will:

Promote environmental sustainability and implement the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development. To develop as soon as possible a road map for de-polluting the Mediterranean by 2020, based on the recommendations of Euromed Environment Ministers using inter alia the MSSD and the UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan towards this end, while providing adequate financial and technical assistance to this end. The goal should be to tackle all the major sources of pollution including industrial emissions, municipal waste and particularly urban wastewater. Exchange experience on sustainable development in the Baltic Sea, the Mediterranean and the Black Sea”
� Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the 10th Anniversary of the Euro-Mediterranean Partneship: A work programme to meet the challenges of the next five years.  COM(2005) 139 final of 12.4.2005











