
The Earth Negotiations Bulletin on the side (ENBOTS) © <enb@iisd.org> is a special publication of the International Institute for Sustainable Development 
(IISD) in cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). This issue has been written by Robynne Boyd and Andrew Brooke. The 
Digital Editor is Diego Noguera. The Editor is Chris Spence <chris@iisd.org> and the Director of IISD Reporting Services is Langston James “Kimo” Goree VI 
<kimo@iisd.org>. Funding for the publication of ENBOTS at the Fifteenth Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-15) is provided by the 
United Nations Development Programme. The opinions expressed in ENBOTS are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of IISD and 
funders. Excerpts from ENBOTS may be used in non-commercial publications only with appropriate academic citation. For permission to use this material 
in commercial publications, contact the Director of IISD Reporting Services at <kimo@iisd.org>. Electronic versions of issues of ENBOTS from CSD-15 can be 
found on the Linkages website at http://www.iisd.ca/csd/csd15/enbots/. The ENBOTS Team at CSD-15 can be contacted by e-mail at <andrewb@iisd.org>.

ENB
o n  t h e  s i d e

Issue #8  |  CSD-15  |  United Nations headquarters, New York  |  Thursday, 10 May 2007

Events convened on Wednesday, 9 May 2007

      Special Report on Selected Side Events at the Fifteenth Session of 
the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-15)

Online at
http://www.iisd.ca/csd/csd15/enbots/

published by the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD)
in cooperation with UNDP

Transatlantic 21 – Solar Energy for the Future

Peter Maurer, Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the UN, proudly reported 
that the solar-powered boat “Sun-21” recently completed a transatlantic journey from 
Basel, Switzerland to New York, demonstrating the power of clean energy technology.

Ernst von Weizsäcker, University of California, said that the voyage, and other recent 
political and technological developments, could presage a shift to a new world of solar 
energy.

Richard Cherry, Community Environmental Center, New York City, said that New York 
is an icon of its nation and needs to remain a center of innovation and leadership. He 
announced the development of “Solar Two,” a carbon-neutral building to be located on 
the banks of the East River, featuring geothermal wells, insulating vegetation, skylights, 
stormwater plumbing, and solar cells that produce more power than the building uses. 

Christopher Flavin, President, World Watch Institute, noted the tremendous surge in 
recent economic growth and carbon emissions in China. He said that government 
offi cials and the private sector in China are very interested in applying the technologies 
of the future, and that countries such as the US could become more infl uential by 
setting a good domestic example and demonstrating a genuine effort to become 
cleaner and more modern.

Wilfrid Le Naour, CEO of Somfy SA, highlighted that well-designed energy-effi cient 
buildings are more comfortable and healthy to work in, but that most buildings are still 
being constructed ineffi ciently. He said that real gains would be made once sustainable 
products and practices can be mainstreamed. 

Christoph von Arb, Swiss House for Advanced Research and Education, outlined the 
“Think Swiss – Brainstorm the Future” programme in Boston, US, to attract students 
towards working in fi elds of innovation and research to face the challenges of building 
a sustainable world.

René Kamm, CEO of Messe Schweiz, a Basel-based exhibition company, said that 
Basel received a 2007 European Clean Energy award, and that the city was an ideal 
venue for trade fairs and exhibitions on renewable technologies.

In conclusion, panelists said that the real challenge is mainstreaming energy effi ciency 
and renewable energy developments to the 6 billion people in the developing world. 
Following the panel presentations, attendees watched a short fi lm recounting the 
journey of the “Sun-21,” and discussed aspects of the voyage with Martin Vosseler and 
Beat von Scarpatetti, two of the boat’s Swiss crew members.

More information:
http://www.transatlantic21.org/ 
http://www.bren.ucsb.edu/
http://www.cecenter.org/ 
http://www.solar1.org/ 
http://www.worldwatch.org/
http://www.somfy.com/ 
http://www.thinkswiss.org/
http://www.messe.ch/  

Contacts:
Ernst von Weizsäcker 
<ernst@bren.ucsb.edu> 
Richard Cherry <rcherry@cecenter.org> 
Christopher Flavin 
<cflavin@worldwatch.org>
Wilfrid Le Naour 
<wilfrid.le.naour@somfy.com> 
Christoph von Arb 
<christoph@shareboston.org> 
René Kamm <rene.kamm@messe.ch>

Presented by the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the UN

Wilfrid Le Naour (left), CEO of Somfy 
SA, promoted government regulation to 
improve energy efficiency, and Ernst von 
Weizsäcker (right), University of California, 
said that higher energy prices would 
improve the US economy's efficiency. 
They gave examples from Germany and 
California to show that improvements in 
energy efficiency stimulate the economy 
and build new industries.
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Sustainable Growth – A Nordic 
Point of View

Paavo Väyrynen, Minister for Foreign Trade and 
Development, Finland, emphasized the need for 
innovative market-based instruments to draw the 
market towards sustainable energy production, 
and energy audits to identify investment 
opportunities in clean energy and development.

More information:
http://www.norden.org/csd15
http://www.nefco.org
http://www.ymparisito.fi
http://www.mim.dk
http://www.industry.ministry.se
http://www.oed.dep.no
http://www.stjr.is/ivr

Contacts:
Event organizer Loa Bogason <ib@norden.org>
Jukka Uosukainen 
<jukka.uosukainen@ymparisto.fi>

On behalf of the Nordic Council of Ministers, Jukka Uosukainen, Ministry 
of the Environment, Finland, welcomed people to the event, which aims to 
present the cooperation between the Nordic countries and their common 
efforts towards sustainable development and growth. 

Paavo Väyrynen, Minister for Foreign Trade and Development, Finland, 
emphasized that the Nordic countries have managed to succeed at both 
economic growth and environmental sustainability and believed the model 
could be marketed. He addressed the need to promote renewable energies, 
energy effi ciency and energy saving, and said his country is trying to ensure 
that emissions-reduction projects implemented with Finnish fi nancing in 
developing countries reduce poverty and promote sustainable development. 

Connie Hedegaard, Minister for Nordic Cooperation and Environment, 
Denmark, emphasized the need to immediately reduce carbon emissions 
by increasing energy effi ciency and switching to lower carbon technology. 
She hoped that the EU’s new climate policy targets would spur international 
negotiations forward, and called for a global climate policy framework beyond 
2012 that aligns with the EU’s target of 30% emissions reductions by 2020. 
She closed by saying that over the last 25 years, Denmark’s GDP grew 70% 
without an increase in energy consumption.  

Ola Alterå, State Secretary to the Minister for Enterprise, Energy and 
Communications, Sweden, said that the experiences of Sweden and other 
Nordic countries have demonstrated that economic growth and the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions can be accomplished concurrently through a 
mix of policy tools such as a carbon tax, use of combined heat and power, 
and energy effi ciency and renewable energy targets. 

Anita Utseth, State Secretary of the Ministry for Petroleum and Energy, 
Norway, discussed carbon capture and storage (CCS), which the Norwegian 
Government believes has great potential for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions. She highlighted a new national policy for all new gas-fi red power 
plants to have CCS technology and described the Mongstad, Karsto and 
Halten CO2 Projects to develop CCS. 

Helga Baròadóttir, Special Adviser for the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, 
Iceland, said that geothermal and hydropower generate 72% of the 
population’s total energy consumption, and noted that geothermal energy 
in particular can provide millions of people with secure energy in many 
developed and developing countries. 

Presented by the Nordic Council of Ministers

Helga Baròadóttir, Special Adviser for the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce, Iceland, said that her 
Government had secured core funding for the 
UN University Geothermal Training Programme to 
expand its capacity-building activities by holding 
annual workshops in geothermal development.
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Scaling Up Responses: The Gleneagles Dialogue 
on Climate Change, Clean Energy & Sustainable 
Development – Civil Society Consultations

Peter Ritchie, Chatham House, explained that the G8 Gleneagles 
Dialogue is an informal dialogue between the G8 and other large energy-
producing countries on how to address the challenge of climate change. He 
emphasized the need to engage effectively with civil society and ensure that 
their input is timely and has infl uence.

José Alberto Garibaldi, Energeia, said that civil consultation processes 
showed that the current responses to climate change are too small and need 
to be replicated and scaled up. He lamented that addressing climate change 
is often seen as a cost, and stressed that delaying a response increases the 
eventual costs.
 
Karsten Sach, German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety, said that the G8 can create political 
momentum and commitment at the highest level, and can set long-term 
policy directions. 

Ian Pearson, Minister for Climate Change and the Environment, UK, said that 
business and citizens must be involved in climate change consultations, as 
their actions will be vital for delivering cuts in emissions.

Diego Arjona, Ministry of Energy, Mexico, gave examples showing that 
public-private partnerships are more successful than governments acting 
alone, and said that efforts to address climate change need to achieve social 
acceptance and be profi table.

Ancha Srinivasan, IGES, spoke of the need to improve energy effi ciency and 
renewable energy in Asia, adding that many in the region feel that intellectual 
property barriers unfairly limit technology transfer, and that more assistance 
on adaptation and mitigation is needed. 

Ewah Eleri, International Centre for Energy, Environment & Development, 
Nigeria, reiterated that in Africa, key actors beyond the state, such as 
international development agencies, the World Bank and major corporations, 
all need to be included within the dialogue.

Joseluis Samaniego, Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, stated that in Latin America adaptation is a higher priority than 
mitigation, and involves not only adapting to increased disasters but also 
facing change in economic structures.

Participants discussed the pros and cons of dealing with climate change 
through an “elite club” like the G8, with some stressing the advantages of 
keeping pressure on powerful governments, but others cautioning that such a 
process risks neglecting developing countries and the poor.

More information:
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/
http://www.forum-ue.de/index.php?id=3&L=1
http://www.bmu.de/english/aktuell/4152.php
http://www.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.energia.gob.mx/
http://www.iges.or.jp
http://www.iceednigeria.org/
http://www.eclac.org

Contacts:
Peter Ritchie <pritchie@chathamhouse.org.uk>
José Alberto Garibaldi 
<josealbertogaribaldi@yahoo.com>
Karsten Sach <karsten.sach@bmu.bund.de> 
Diego Arjona <arjona@energia.gob.mx> 
Ancha Srinivasan <ancha@iges.or.jp>
Ewah Eleri <eeleri@hotmail.com> 

Karsten Sach, German Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety, hoped that the G8 would progress clear 
targets on energy efficiency, and incentives for 
reducing emissions from deforestation. 

Ian Pearson, Minister for Climate Change and 
the Environment, UK, said that governments do 
not have a “monopoly on wisdom,” and business 
and the community need to get involved and 
keep putting forward good ideas for addressing 
climate change.

Presented by Chatham House, Energeia and the German 
NGO Forum on Environment and Development
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Sustainable Energy and Resource Efficiency – Key 
Issues for Sustainable Development 

Sigmar Gabriel, Federal Environment Minister of Germany, highlighted 
two great challenges: increasing access to resources despite exponential 
population growth; and producing enough energy to meet future demands 
without damaging the climate. He said that the same answer applies to 
both questions: utilize energy more effi ciently and switch to a greater use of 
renewable energy, and accomplish this through technological innovation.

Panel Discussion: R. Andreas Kraemer, Ecologic, moderated the panel 
discussion.

Noting the high potential for renewable energy in Pakistan, Malik Amin Aslam, 
Minister of State for Environment, Pakistan, said that fi nancing has been the 
largest impediment to providing rural areas with access to renewable energy, 
since the policy and tariff frameworks are not in place. 

Valli Moosa, Non-Executive Chairman, Eskom, emphasized the responsibility 
of both developing and developed countries to address climate change by 
implementing energy effi ciency measures. He highlighted a number of energy 
effi ciency strategies in South Africa, including that Eskom has given away 5 
million free compact fl uorescent lights to deal with power shortages, and has 
provided businesses in Cape Town with protection from load shedding if they 
limit their energy consumption to a specifi c level. 

Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP, highlighted the global consensus 
on the macroeconomic returns of energy effi ciency and renewable energy, 
but noted that these are not being implemented at the national level. He 
hoped that regions on the verge of infrastructure booms, notably Africa, 
would not get locked into the old energy infrastructure and would instead take 
advantage of the new technological and economic frontiers.

Ian Pearson, Minister for Climate Change and the Environment, UK, agreed 
with Steiner on the need to avoid locking out new low-carbon technologies, 
which he said can occur due to market failure. He highlighted the need for a 
global carbon price, along with a mix of regulations and price signals. 

Timothy Wirth, President, UN Foundation, spoke on the need to “get the 
carbon price right,” and develop long-term environmental policies, such as 
Brazil has done for biofuel. 

Participants discussed, inter alia: the willingess of governments to address 
aviation emissions; the viability of carbon certifi cates; and intellectual property 
rights limiting access to technology. 

More information:
http://www.ecologic.eu
http://www.bmu.de/english/aktuell/4152.php
http://pakistan.gov.pk
http://www.eskom.co.za/
http://www.unep.org
http:// www.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.unfoundation.org/

Contact:
R. Andreas Kraemer <kraemer@ecologic.eu>

Presented by the German Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety

Timothy Wirth, President, UN Foundation, said 
that CSD has been haunted by the issue of how to 
address both development and environment since 
its first meeting 15 years ago, as exemplified by 
this year’s challenge of balancing development 
and energy issues, while addressing climate 
change. 

In response to a comment on leading by example, 
Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP, said that 
discussions took place earlier today on the UN’s 
master refurbishment, which includes reducing 
the UN’s carbon footprint and increasing green 
procurement.
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