
 

 

  

FUNDING REQUEST FOR PROPOSED COVERAGE OF  

UNCCD COP 13, CRIC 16, CST 13 

IISD Reporting Services’ mission is to: 

increase transparency and accountability of intergovernmental 

sustainable development decision-making. 

 

For more than two decades, IISD Reporting Services has delivered transparency and accountability to 

international policy-making at the United Nations. Through our flagship publication – the Earth Negotiations 

Bulletin (ENB) – our team of experts provides real-time information to decision-makers in a publicly accessible 

format using the latest in information technologies, thus promoting transparency in multilateral policy-making. 

IISD Reporting Services is seeking funding to support the writing and publishing of the Earth Negotiations Bulletin 

(ENB) at the thirteenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 13) to the UN Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD), along with the sixteenth session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation 

of the Convention (CRIC 16) and the thirteenth session of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST 13), all 

of which will convene in Ordos, Inner Mongolia, China, from 4-15 September 2017.  

 

The budget for the production of the Earth Negotiations Bulletin from UNCCD COP 13, CRIC 16, and CST 13 is 

estimated to be USD 99,450. Detailed information regarding the outputs and budget information can be found on 

page 5. 

 

 

For more information or to make a donation in support of IISD Reporting Services’ coverage of UNCCD COP 13, 

CRIC 16, and CST 13, please contact kimo@iisd.org or jennifer@iisd.org

  

mailto:kimo@iisd.org
mailto:jennifer@iisd.org
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About the International Institute for Sustainable Development 
The International Institute for Sustainable Development's mission is to 

promote human development and environmental sustainability through 

innovative research, communication and partnerships.  Established in 

1990, IISD is an independent, non-profit organization that provides 

practical solutions to the challenge of integrating environmental and social 

priorities with economic development. IISD reports on international 

negotiations, conducts rigorous research, and engages citizens, businesses and policy-makers on the shared goal 

of developing sustainably.  The Institute has offices in Canada, Switzerland and the United States, and operates in 

over 70 countries around the world. As a registered charitable organization in Canada, IISD has 501 (c) (3) status in 

the US. For more information on IISD, visit www.iisd.org.  
Board of Directors 

Alan Young, Chair 

Lloyd Axworthy, PhD 

Stephanie Cairns 

Suzy Hotomo 

Emmanuel Ikazoboh 

Rosamond Ivey 

Andrea Moffat 

Priya Shyamsundar, PhD 

 

Ian Stewart 

Felix von Sury 

Michael Vukets 

Robert Walker 

Scott Vaughan, President 

& CEO 

 

Founding Chair 

Lloyd McGinnis 

 

Friends of the Institute 

Gro Harlem Brundtland 

Gary Filmon 

José Goldemberg 

Jim MacNeill 

Brian Mulroney 

Shridath Ramphal 

Maurice Strong 

 

 

Distinguished Fellows 

Jacques Gérin 

Arthur J. Hanson, PhD 

Jim MacNeill 

David Runnalls 

Mohamed Sahnoun 

Maurice Strong 

Franz Tattenbach

About IISD Reporting Services 
For more than two decades, IISD Reporting Services (RS) has been inside global environment and sustainable 
development negotiating rooms, armed with laptops to report on key meetings. IISD RS provides clarity when the 
volume of information can be overwhelming and bridges the information deficit of developing countries, thereby 
contributing to environmental justice. 

IISD RS is based in New York City, USA near the United Nations. Our staff and consultants are a group of 

professionals with experience in international environment and sustainable development negotiations, and 

include Ph.D. candidates, lawyers and Ph.Ds.  To learn more about IISD RS and our team, visit: www.iisd.ca and 

www.iisd.ca/about/team/. 

IISD RS’ Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB) is a balanced, timely, and independent record of negotiations across a 

full range of environmental and sustainable development issues. Visit the ENB Archives at www.iisd.ca/enb/ for a 

complete list of our work.  

In addition to the production of the ENB, IISD Reporting Services also provides: 

ENB+:  

Our “for hire” conference and 
meeting reporting service 
available to clients who wish 
to hire IISD RS to provide 
customized reporting from 
their event. 

Community Listservs:  
Moderated community 
announcement email listservs 
for policy-makers and 
practitioners involved with 
environment and sustainable 
development issues. 

Side Events Coverage 
(ENBOTS): 

ENB on the Side is a 
companion product to the 
ENB that communicates the 
key messages from side 
events held at large 
meetings, such as COPs. 

Video Services: 

This companion product to 
the ENB and ENBOTS 
provides video summaries 
and daily wrap videos from 
meetings and events. 

 

http://www.iisd.org/
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=642
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=639
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=383
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=948
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=384
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=386
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=949
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=385
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=381
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=351
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=288
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=386
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=235
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=640
http://www.iisd.org/about/staffbio.aspx?id=381
http://www.iisd.ca/
http://www.iisd.ca/about/team/
http://www.iisd.ca/enb/
http://www.iisd.ca/sd/
http://www.iisd.ca/email/subscribe.htm
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IISD Reporting Services and the ENB: the issue and its importance 

Representation and participation in 
decision-making requires access to 
information about the issues under 
discussion as well as knowledge 
about the process and context in 
which decisions are made.  Informed 
decision-making contributes to 
better outcomes, and transparency 
builds in accountability and better 
implementation. Those involved in 
multilateral negotiations on 
environment and sustainable 
development issues need to access 
and analyze the information required to inform and influence decision-making processes. This is particularly challenging for 
both developed and developing countries in the rapidly evolving and expanding number of activities related to such 
negotiations. Trusted curators of knowledge are therefore increasingly important. 

Since the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, IISD RS’s Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB) has filled this critical need by increasing 

transparency and providing objective and comprehensive reporting on multilateral negotiations on environment and 

sustainable development issues, thus enabling government delegations and other stakeholders to engage more fully in the 

decision-making process. In particular, the ENB benefits developing countries, some of whom face severe financial 

constraints in sending delegates to meetings, by providing a neutral and trusted source of information and analysis so that 

they are able to engage and participate effectively in the decision-making process. 

We distribute our daily reports in hard copy at meeting venues, on our website, by email, on Facebook and via Twitter 

(@IISDRS).  At the conclusion of each meeting, ENB publishes a 10,000–30,000-word summary and analysis of the meeting. 

Many UN delegates, ministers and other governmental officials, non-governmental organizations, the business community, 

the academic community, the media and UN staff who track environment and sustainable development negotiations 

consider the ENB to be essential reading.  The ENB has received high praise for its objective and comprehensive presentation 

of MEA negotiations. 

  

Bonn Climate Change Conference. August 2015 
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History and Value of IISD Reporting Services Coverage of the UNCCD 

Coverage History of the UNCCD Process 

The thirteenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 13) to the UNCCD will be held in Ordos, Inner Mongolia, 
China from 4-15 September 2017.  The COP is expected to adopt the new UNCCD strategy, which defines the UNCCD’s vision 
for 2018-2030 as, “A future that avoids, minimizes and reverses desertification/land degradation and mitigates the effects of 
drought in affected areas at all levels consistent with Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 15 and target 15.3 and other 
interrelated SDGs, within the scope of the Convention.” Parties are also expected to adopt a corresponding reporting and 
monitoring framework, and discuss how to secure additional financial resources to meet the Convention’s goals.  

The COP in China will discuss an important step for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. Over 
100 countries have collectively set their targets for SDG 15.3, and in the process, these countries learned lessons about land 
degradation neutrality as well as about implementing the SDGs at the national level. This accomplishment is one example of a 
COP 13 discussion that the readers of ENB could incorporate into their own narratives for SDG implementation – either 
through academic research, policy recommendations, or designing national level action plans – and the ENB reports will 
provide a key resource for ensuring that the UNCCD COP discussions are faithfully represented in this narrative. 

IISD’s team has consistently published objective reports on all of the important developments related to the 
Convention, beginning with the January 1993 organizational session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for the 
elaboration of an international convention to combat desertification in those countries experiencing serious drought and/or 
desertification, particularly in Africa. IISD’s daily coverage and analyses of the negotiations for each meeting during the past 
two decades provides an invaluable record of the UNCCD process for new and experienced diplomats from developing and 
developed countries alike, as well as representatives from the civil society organizations that the UNCCD relies on to 
implement its bottom-up approach.  

To view the outputs from IISD RS’ past coverage of the UNCCD process, visit http://www.iisd.ca/vol04/.   

Building Stakeholder Capacity 

IISD has aimed to build stakeholder capacity through its production of the ENB from the start.  In 1992, we realized 
that civil society needed to understand the state of play of the negotiations leading up to the adoption of Agenda 21 in order 
to effectively engage with delegates on the issues under discussion. IISD quickly realized that delegations also benefited from 
ENB reporting, when they were not able to be in all negotiating rooms at once as well as when they had not participated in 
previous negotiations for the process. Additionally, other groups, including private sector actors and media, use the ENB 
reports to understand how a specific negotiation fits into a bigger treaty process as well as to understand what is happening 
in the negotiating rooms while they are interviewing meeting participants outside the plenary sessions.  

The ENB has a wide and diverse stakeholder base, including policy makers, intergovernmental officials, civil society, 
academics, and private sector representatives. Our reports inform those who cannot attend the COP and those attending 
subsequent COPs about the issues under discussion and why governments took the decisions that they did at each session. 
This understanding provides a better basis for readers to incorporate the UNCCD’s decisions and approach to addressing 
desertification, land degradation and drought issues into their own work.  

Additionally, through the ENB, IISD seeks to facilitate informed decision making processes, by ensuring that 
participants have a basic level of information on key discussions, while recognizing that negotiators also need the space for 
private discussions. IISD does not play the role of a media outlet, seeking sensational headlines. . Instead, we strive to ensure 
that our reports provide a faithful record of Parties’ work at each COP. As such, many parties use this record to assist them as 
they write reports for their home offices, freeing them up to focus on the negotiations. Those who are not at the meeting can 
also receive an overview of the issues under discussion on a daily basis, to learn about the process if they are going to engage 
in it in the future or to identify any linkages to other issues they are working on, among other benefits. 

 

 

 

http://www.iisd.ca/vol04/
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Purpose of this Funding Request 

Having provided an accurate reflection, as well as an analysis of the proceedings on all of the UNCCD negotiations to date, 

IISD Reporting Services has contributed to the transparency of the negotiations and to awareness regarding 

intergovernmental desertification policy issues. We are seeking to continue contributing towards the evolution of this 

international regime as its parties evaluate their work to 

date and chart their next steps.  

At the UNCCD meetings in Ordos, Inner Mongolia, China, 

IISD’s Reporting Services will: 

 raise awareness within the international policy 
community and media of the outcomes from this 
meeting; 

 create a level information playing-field at the meeting; 
 contribute to transparency in international 

negotiations; 
 provide useful information to policy-makers and those interested in contributing to the policy development process;  
 disseminate information on the activities of governments, NGOs and the United Nations at this international meeting; 
 provide real-time information to environment and development decision-makers using new and emerging information 

technologies; 
 contribute to the academic body of knowledge about this meeting; and 
 maintain a trusted information flow to policy-makers on the activities of related negotiating processes. 

 

Budget, Funding Status and Proposed Outputs 

The budget for the production of the Earth Negotiations Bulletin from UNCCD COP 13, CRIC 16, and CST 13 is estimated at 

USD 99,450 and presented in the below table.  This meeting budget includes the following items: daily fees for each team 

member; travel to and from the meeting, and food and lodging (DSA); publishing and distribution costs of the hard copy and 

online daily and summary issues; office and production supplies; communication costs; and allocated costs. 

Curtain Raiser, Dailies, Summary & Analysis, Digital 
Amount (USD) 

Professional Fees   71,270 

Consultants Travel/DSA 27,200 

Communications & Other 980 

TOTAL AMOUNT USD 99,450 

 

 

THE EARTH NEGOTIATIONS BULLETIN (daily & summary written reporting): ENB is a one-page, double-sided publication that 
is published and distributed to participants at selected UN environment and sustainable development negotiations and also 
disseminated via email, our website (www.iisd.ca ), Facebook and Twitter.  The readership of ENB is estimated at 125,000 
people worldwide. 

IISD RS proposes to publish daily reports and a summary issue of the ENB from this meeting.  The summary issue will 
synthesize the outcomes of the meeting and be published within 48 hours of its conclusion, and also posted and archived on 
our website and delivered through our email lists, Facebook and Twitter. 

If IISD RS receives funding for a Digital Editor, the Earth Negotiations Bulletin team will provide digital coverage of this 
meeting on our website, including digital photos and links to official documents and other related websites. 

 

UNCCD COP 12, October 2015 

http://www.iisd.ca/
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Support IISD Reporting Services Coverage of UNCCD COP 13, CRIC 16, CST 13 

Over the last twenty years, IISD RS has raised funds from more than forty donors.  Initial funding in 1992 came from the Ford 

Foundation, Compton Foundation, W. Alton Jones Foundation, the Mott Foundation, the Swedish Ministry of the 

Environment, the Norwegian Ministry of the Environment, the World Bank, GREENWIRE, the Jenifer Altman Foundation, the 

Canadian Purple Martin Fund and WWF.  Since 1994, IISD RS has been funded by government ministries and agencies, United 

Nations agencies, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, as well as private foundations and industry. 

IISD Reporting Services has three donor categories: 

SUSTAINING DONOR (USD 150,000 or more per year in a continuing relationship): The minimum donor level to be listed as a 

Sustaining Donor in the Earth Negotiations Bulletin masthead of each daily and summary issue is USD 150,000 per year.  

Sustaining Donors allow us to perform long-term planning for the sustainable future of this publication. 

GENERAL DONOR (USD 50,000 to USD 150,000 per year): The minimum donation at this level is USD 50,000.  General Donors 

are listed in the ENB masthead of each daily and summary issue. 

SPECIFIC DONOR: This level includes donations supporting coverage of individual meetings.  Specific Donors are listed in the 

ENB masthead of each daily and summary issue from that meeting. 

 

For further information on donor agreements, forms of payment, invoicing for coverage 

activities, financial reporting, etc., contact: 

 

Langston James "Kimo" Goree VI  

Vice-President, Reporting Services & UN Liaison 

Tel: +1 646 536 7556 / Direct line: +1 973 273 5860 

Skype: kimogoree 

email: kimo@iisd.org  

 

Jennifer Covert 

Senior Manager, Development & Executive Coordinator 

Mobile: +1 646 286 0497 

Skype: jfcovert 

email: jennifer@iisd.org  

Kristan Aho, IISD Programme Financial Analyst, is able to provide funds transfer information upon request and can be 

contacted at IISD at + 1 204 958 7700 ext. 705 or email at kaho@iisd.ca .  IISD will provide all financial reports to the donor. 

  

mailto:kimo@iisd.org
mailto:jennifer@iisd.org
mailto:kaho@iisd.ca
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Earth Negotiations Bulletin Funding - IISD recognizes and thanks our 2016 contributors  

Government Ministries and Agencies 

Sustaining Donors 
Canada  
 International Development Research Centre 
European Commission 
 DG Environment and DG Climate Action 
Germany 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 

Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB) 
Italy  
 Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
 Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Resources and 

Aramco  
Mexico 
 Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources 
Switzerland 

Agency for Development Cooperation 
Federal Office for the Environment 

General and Specific Donors 
Austria  
 Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Environment 
Italy 
 Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea 
Finland 
 Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
France 
 Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Japan 
 Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)  
Monaco 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
New Zealand 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
S.W.A.N. International 
Sweden 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Turkey 
 Ministry of Forest and Water Affairs 
Intergovernmental Organizations and Specialized Agencies of the United Nations 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Food and Agricultural Organization of the UN 

Private Foundations, Industry and Non-Governmental Organizations 

Prince Albert II Foundation (Monaco), Tokyo Institute for Technology (Japan), International Institute for Sustainable 
Development (IISD, Canada) 

French Translations:  IISD recognizes and thanks our 2016 contributors who support the French version of the ENB: 
The Government of France, the Wallonia, Québec & International Organization of La Francophonie/Institute for Sustainable 

Development of La Francophonie (IOF/IFDD). 


