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FINAL REPORT

A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK

Venue and date of meeting

1.
The Preparatory Meeting of the Andean Region for the World Summit on Sustainable Development was convened by the Regional Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin American and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Director General of the Andean Community (CAN), in keeping with paragraph f) of Decision 8/1 of the eighth session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, Chapter 38 of Agenda 21 and resolution 55/199 of the General Assembly of the United Nations, as well as in compliance of Decision 17, adopted at the XII Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean. UNEP acted as Secretariat for the meeting, with ECLAC acting as Assistant Secretariat. 

Attendance

2.
The following Andean States were represented at the Meeting: Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela.

3.
Representatives of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) also attended. The following specialized United Nations agencies were also present:  United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, in addition to authorities representing the Andean Community (CAN).

4.
Also present as observers were the Earth Council, the World Conservation Union (UICN) and 19 other non-governmental organizations from Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, some of them advisory bodies recognized by the Economic and Social Council. 

Election of the Presiding Board 

5.
The following were elected to preside the Meeting: 

Chair: 

Ecuador

Vice-chair:
 
Colombia

Rapporteur: 

Venezuela

Organization of the work
6.
The governments agreed to open the meeting to the United Nations programmes and specialized agencies, and to organizations representing civil society as observers in items 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the agenda: “Progress and Challenges of National Strategies for Sustainable Development”, “Discussion on Progress and Challenges of National Strategies for Sustainable Development”, “Environmental Outlook for the Andean Region”, and “Socioeconomic Outlook for the Andean Region”.

B. AGENDA

7.
The governments agreed to amend the order of the proposed agenda and begin with presentations of a broader scope, under the direction of the UNEP-ECLAC Secretariat. In so doing, items 7, 8 and 9 would be addressed during the morning session and items 5 and 6 during the afternoon session. In like manner, Item 12.1 of the agenda was eliminated, as this item referred to the Panel that was to take place on the second day of the Sub-regional Andean Meeting, simultaneously to the scheduled session; since most of the civil society organizations that were scheduled to participate in the panel represented one single Member State of the Andean Community it was deemed that results would not be representative of the sub-region as a whole. Item 12.1 that was eliminated was titled: Presentation of the summary and conclusions of the panel comprising civil society. 

8.
During the first Plenary Session, the Meeting approved the following agenda:

1. Registration of participants

2. Opening ceremony

3. Election of the presiding table

4. Approval of the provisional agenda

5. Environmental outlook for the Andean region

6. Socio-economic outlook for the Andean region

7. Considerations concerning the contributions and specificities of the Andean region to the Platform for Future Action in Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development, within the framework of the World Summit on Sustainable Development

8. Progress and challenges of the national strategies for sustainable development 

9. Discussion on the progress and challenges of national strategies for sustainable development 

10. Discussion, by heads of delegations, on the contributions of the Andean region to the Platform for Future Action on Sustainable Development 

11. Simultaneous meetings:

11.1 High Level Meeting of National Environmental Authorities of the Andean Community 

11.2 Panel: “Ecuadorian civil society en route to Rio +10”

12. Presentation by heads of delegations: Contributions of the Andean Region to the Platform for Future Action in Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development 

13. Consideration and approval of the agreements reached by the Meeting

14. Adoption of the draft report of the Meeting 

15. Closing ceremony

C. OPENING SESSION

9.
The following delegates took the floor during the opening session: Mr. Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, Regional Director for the Untied Nations Environment Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNEP); Mr. Roberto Guimaraes, Principal Officer for Economic Affairs for the Division of the Environment and Human Settlements of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC); Mrs. Luisa Elena Guinand, Project Manager for the Andean Community (CAN); Mrs. Aase Smedler, Resident Coordinator for the United Nations System in Ecuador; Mrs. Paulina García de Larrea, Under-Secretary for International Organisms of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador; and, Mrs. Lourdes Luque de Jaramillo, Minister of the Environment of Ecuador. 

10.
Upon welcoming participants to the meeting, the Regional Director for UNEP stated that said meeting was part of a process geared to identify regional priorities within a global process. He made reference to the support provided by the partners collaborating in the preparatory process for Latin America and the Caribbean, including ECLAC, UNDP, UNEP and the Earth Council; said support contributes to the success and transparency of the aforementioned process. He underscored the characteristics of the subregion, which in turn are determinants in the environmental sphere in particular, and to sustainable development as a whole. Listed among these characteristics are megadiversity and dependence on natural resources. He mentioned Decision 17, adopted by the Forum of Ministers of the Environment for Latin America and the Caribbean during their 12th Meeting, Barbados, March 2000. Through this decision the Forum requested that UNEP, ECLAC and all members of the Interagency Technical Committee of the Forum organize the preparatory process at the national, subregional and regional levels, in preparation for the Summit on Sustainable Development, 2002. He also referred to the joint work of the colleagues of the United Nations System to respond to this request. The UNEP Regional Director also stressed that the subregional preparatory meeting was an opportunity to highlight the issues of importance to the subregion and the positions that the countries of the subregion could present throughout the process and to the World Summit.  

11.
The UNEP Regional Director also pointed out that important contributions to the process would be the UNEP Report on the Environmental Outlook for Latin America and the Caribbean (GEO), as well as the UNDP Report on Human Development, and ECLAC’s Report on Equity, Development and Citizenship. He reflected on the importance of now being capable of expressing the progress attained toward sustainable development through indicators that allow us to measure sustainability, concrete formulas for decision-makers to consider concerning environmental aspects, in addition to social and economic aspects, 30 years after the Stockholm Conference. He pointed out that the deliberations and declarations of the four subregional preparatory meetings will be used as input to the Regional Preparatory Meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean, to be held following the 13th Meeting of the Forum of the Ministers of the Environment of the Region. He also offered the full support of UNEP to all members both within and outside the United Nations System to attain all objectives.

12.
The ECLAC representative mentioned that the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Programme, and in coordination with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat of the United Nations, had begun the regional preparatory process for the World Summit on Sustainable Development, to be held in Johannesburg, 2002. In Latin America and the Caribbean, this process received the valuable support of the United Nations Development Programme and the Earth Council. This was the third of four subregional meetings, whose objectives were to evaluate the progress attained throughout the past 10 years since the Rio Summit, and to identify the challenges and tasks pending –particularly as concerns the commitments taken on in Rio. Therefore, it became necessary to highlight the subregion’s key themes and incorporate them into the regional platform. 

13.
He indicated some singularities in this regional preparatory process: the fact that this was the first time that subregional consultations had been held for a preparatory process toward a World Summit, and the fact that there was as yet no definitive agenda for the Johannesburg Summit –an advantage, as this proffered the opportunity of having an influence on said agenda. He mentioned that another crucial aspect in terms of equity was that of intergenerational equity, the reason why development must become environmentally sustainable, contributing to the great importance that ECLAC attributes to this process.

14
The representative of the Andean Community underscored that the great challenge that this community of nations faces –a community where environmental matters have only recently become relevant, along with the issue of sustainable development– had not been included in the integrating Andean themes, but had remained latent. The representative stated that the countries of the Andean Community had reached an agreement concerning a joint position to express in international forums, the first one that the CAN would present a united front to being the Johannesburg Summit. Reference was also made to the efforts that must be exerted when using the platform of Andean integration in resolving environmental problems that know no boundaries. The Meeting of the Andean Presidential Council, 2000, had decided to carry out, no later than in 2001, a high level meeting of environmental authorities to be held as a special segment of the meeting that convened them. The representative mentioned that the recently adopted Carabobo Act highlighted the need to continue employing regional strategic biodiversity guidelines, needed as input to fully grasp the meaning of sustainable development, as well as to strengthen the mechanisms for the participation of civil society throughout the process, as civil society has much to contribute to the new Social Agenda of the Andean Community, one that incorporates the environment. Despite the difficulties that exist, there is great interest on behalf of the countries, which were invited to continue supporting the process of coordinating positions. 

15.
The Resident Coordinator of the United Nations System in Ecuador said that the meeting that convened them marked a new landmark in the compliance of the agenda for sustainable development. She mentioned with satisfaction that the UNDP had had the opportunity to accompany the countries of the subregion throughout the process of compliance of its commitments and objectives toward sustainable development. She also referred to the importance of generating opportunities for civil society participation as a whole, including academia and the private sector, as principal players who must become involved in the process, in addition to becoming the stakeholders of the results expected from the Johannesburg Summit. She added that the various players need to participate in diverse spheres, starting at the local level, and that it was necessary to foster alliances, both public and private, at the national and international levels to combat the paradox of an exceedingly rich subregion wherein a vast part of the population subsists in conditions of poverty.

16.
The Under-Secretary of International Organisms of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador referred to Agenda 21 and the need to face common problems –both in the quality of the environment as in socio-economic aspects–within the real context of the poverty that still reigns in the subregion, in addition to the current adverse framework. She mentioned the progress achieved in the Andean region at the legislative level, the incorporation of diverse participants, greater citizen awareness as concerns protecting the environment, and important achievements attained within the framework of commitments taken on in Rio. In Ecuador, in particular, she pointed out that the process of citizen participation was gaining strength, as are national forest strategies, coastal marine zones, biodiversity, and others. At the CAN (Andean Community) level, she underscored that there was progress in strengthening of subregional cooperation, including the environmental sector, the establishment of the Andean Committee of Environmental Authorities (Comité Andino de Autoridades Ambientales [CAAAM]), the adoption of decisions such as 391 –concerning access to genetic resources– recognized as being a standard of great magnitude for all Andean countries. At present, there is ongoing work being carried out on the subregional biodiversity strategy, one that must be presented to and defended at all relevant international forums. Reference was also made to the need to double efforts of international cooperation to reach the goals of Agenda 21. International solidarity was said to be imperative to confront the grave problems that the Andean populations faced, problems that seriously deterred progress toward sustainable development. She concluded by exhorting the countries to take advantage of the opportunity to have an influence on the preparation and agenda of the Johannesburg Summit. 

17.
The Minister of the Environment of Ecuador, having welcomed the participants on behalf of the President of the Republic and thanked UNEP for its support of the process toward Rio + 10, announced that Ecuador intended to contribute to this preparatory process for the Summit on Sustainable Development, as it evidenced a unique opportunity to predefine the subregion’s priorities in the global sphere. The five countries of the Andean Community had a 25% concentration of the world’s biodiversity, and their cultural and ethnic diversity provided a competitive edge, rendering the subregion one of a kind. The Minister spoke of the interest expressed by the President of the Republic in supporting environmental management, an interest that led to the creation of the Biodiversity Fund, approved the creation of the National Council for Sustainable Development, and the recent Andean Presidential Summit in Valencia, helping to incorporate the only environmental guideline in the Carabobo Act. It was pointed out that prior to 1992 only second level agencies were in charge of protecting the environment; in 1996, the Ministry of the Environment was created. The Minister also underscored the importance of the adoption of Decision 435 of the CAN through which the Andean Committee of Environmental Authorities was created. 

D. DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEETING

Environmental outlook for the Andean region (item 5 of the agenda)

18.
The UNEP Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean referred to the perspectives of Latin America and the Caribbean in terms of sustainable development in the new century. Two major problems were identified: poverty and inequity in developing nations, and the patterns of production and consumption in the industrialized world. He brought to mind the situation that reigned in 1992, when the Conference of the United Nations on the Environment and Development was held: the growth indexes, the debt crises, the figures on population living in poverty, the achievements attained following said meeting, and especially the resumption of growth and the stabilization of macroeconomic indexes. In striking contrast to these achievements, inequality in the distribution of wealth increased, employment remained unstable and the value of real salaries dropped. The dominating economic model –based on the intensive use of natural resources with little value added– contributed to environmental deterioration, with the subsequent loss of forests, soil degradation and loss of biodiversity, in addition to pollution of the natural and urban environments whose vulnerability was accentuated due to disasters caused by natural phenomena and those caused by man. 

19.
The crucial equation to attain sustainability demanded defining the relationship between the environment and trade, achieving adequate growth, increasing exports, allocating more resources to social expenditures, increasing value added, eliciting increased official support for development and increasing private investment. At the same time it was also important to avoid volatility of capital and enforce compliance of the commitments taken on by developed nations within the framework of Agenda 21, the Rio Declaration and the Kyoto Protocol. In like manner, a brief summary was provided of the follow-up to the agreements reached by the Forum of the Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, the Regional Plan of Action and the priorities of the region, recognizing this Forum as the political instrument wherein the governments of the region have been able to establish their positions.

Socioeconomic outlook for the Andean region (Item 6 of the agenda)

20.
The ECLAC representative gave a presentation on the socioeconomic outlook for the subregion, and how this has influenced environmental sustainability. Population growth in the countries of the region remained below the historic average, with the exception of Bolivia and Peru. Growth in intraregional trade had gone from 4.2% in 1990 to nearly 14% in 1998. Concerning foreign trade, foreign investment saw a noticeable increase in direct foreign investment, with Bolivia and Venezuela showing higher figures of investment. There was yet another important trend, comprising two paradoxes: the first was that much of the direct foreign investment had been used to buy assets, therefore did not result in increased employment. To the contrary, employment dropped. The other was that while the public sector had complied with its commitments, the same was not true for the private sector; despite re-ordering of the markets, opening the economy, reviewing fiscal systems, and putting inflationary and public expenditure processes in order, internal savings continued to be insufficient. Hence, growth became increasingly vulnerable to external flows. A five-point increase in women in the labour force of the subregion was a highlight. On the other hand, increased employment insecurity became yet another characteristic: 30% in Colombia and 42% of the economically active population of Peru were employed without a job contract. There was no evidence of increased productivity. In terms of poverty, there was progress attained in reducing it between 1997 and 1999, but the trend in more recent years was quite the opposite. What had been gained in relative terms was reverted, leaving a yawning gap. The representative underscored that these were the last two decades in which the labour force in the subregion would be young; the pyramid would be inverted, and the figures for senior citizens and retirees would be higher than that of the economically active young population. An intraregional migratory movement came about, with Venezuela being the main target. 

21.
The speaker mentioned that the Andean countries had taken on renewed value given the increased extraction of natural resources taking part in foreign trade, with the exception of Bolivia. In addition, the speaker also pointed out that the most dynamic investments in the subregion had also become the most environmentally sensitive, recovering economic growth capacity, however gradually and in an unstable manner.  Progress was attained in macroeconomic stability, however with instability in the mid and micro economies. Sustainable development was gradually included in national agendas, despite the constant pressure exerted on natural resources. The speaker underscored such pending topics as the lack of coordination between economic growth due to the extraction of natural resources and those industries that were more environmentally sensitive, in addition to the increased value added of natural resources. Other pending issues were to take up once again the commitments taken on in Stockholm with regards to international financing and cooperation, whose parameters had initially been higher in flow, and since reduced to less than 0.25% of the domestic product of the industrialized nations. Establishing public policy also became important, policies that were both explicitly and implicitly tied to environmental repercussions. Instruments for direct and indirect regulation were a must; among these it was very important to increase the degree of complementarity between these two. Also necessary was the inclusion of more players, since neither the State nor the market alone, nor even civil society could single-handedly bring about sustainable development.

Considerations regarding the contributions and specificities of the Andean Region to the Platform for Future Action in Latin America and the Caribbean for Sustainable Development, within the framework of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Item 7 of the agenda)

22.
Mr. Manuel Rodríguez Becerra, member of the UNEP Ad-hoc Group, spoke of the improvement in absolute terms of the capacity to manage the subregion’s environment; he said that this proffered a great opportunity for institutional strengthening. He also mentioned the increased participation of natural resources in the GDP of the Andean countries, and added that regrettably one of the most dynamic sectors of the subregion as concerned globalisation was that of illegal crops, which had repercussions on the conservation of biodiversity and represented a grave threat to society and to the environment. At the same time, he highlighted some of the strengths of the subregion in combating pollution: the restoration of characteristic ecosystems (a joint effort between civil society and governments); increased hierarchy of environmental authorities; effective innovations in legislation; new ways of formulating policy, including citizen participation; progress attained in urban environmental management; the new influx of economic policies and instruments, as well as mechanisms for public participation; the important role of non-governmental organizations; and, the work of fundamental organizations. 

23.
He mentioned the following to be elements for the platform of action: improving the quality of education at all levels; access to elementary and secondary education –among the most serious problems that the subregion faced–; the creation of conditions for the sustainable use and conservation of the biodiversity of the region, as five of the region’s nations were counted among the 17 megadiverse nations on the planet. He also deemed it important to highlight the subregion’s efforts to increase and improve protected areas, and to recognize the efforts exerted by the CAN in formulating a biodiversity strategy. It became necessary to strengthen the CAN as promoter of sustainable development in the subregion, bearing in mind that there was great potential here thanks to normative and policy-making capacity, among others. As fundamental prerequisites to revert the processes of destruction in the short and mid term of the ecosystems –seriously threatened and liable to disappear– it became imperative to identify the competitive advantages of the Andean countries in making biodiversity a road to economic growth, associated with increased value added. The speaker indicated that it was necessary to integrate the environmental aspect into sectorial policies, create favourable conditions to begin implementing the mechanisms for participation, and increase scientific and technological capacity.

24.
Once the presentations –warmly received by the participants– were concluded, several delegates took the floor and commented on the topics broached. 

Progress and challenges of the national strategies for sustainable development (Item 8 of the agenda)

25. The national delegations intervened to describe their national strategies for sustainable development. Mr. Juan Myer, Minister of the Environment of Colombia, expressed his concern in light of the possibility that the Summit on Sustainable Development might not produce results of interest to the region. He stressed the need to rectify the course of the preparatory process, through assimilating the progress achieved in environmental, economic and social awareness. He proposed defining a subregional agenda based on the achievements, deficiencies, obstacles and prospects of the countries of the region. He provided a summary of the history of his country in terms of environmental issues, stressing the creation and consolidation of legal and administrative institutions in the last 20 years. The Minister highlighted some of the integration and decentralization processes, as well as the use of economic instruments –rates, royalties, debt exchange, and more–all of which allowed for a considerable increase in the resources available for environmental management. He underscored the need to strengthen the “grey” agenda and face accumulated pollution problems, particularly those of water resources. He drew the attention of the audience to the exorbitant costs of remedial work, potentially able to throw off economic and social development; at the same time, he spoke of the unacceptable cost of doing nothing. The Minister brought to mind Colombia’s successful contribution to multilateral environmental agreements, such as the Biosafety Protocol. The speaker also spoke of the difficulties in attaining comprehensive environmental policies in his country, and the need to deal with other problems that transcend the territorial limits of the administration. He mentioned the process of designing a Decennial Plan, the difficult yet imperative tasks of land ordinance, and the importance for his country and for the region of learning to deal with “natural disasters”, which in 1999 alone affected over one million Colombians. He underscored the importance and projection of the work begun on building indicators of sustainability, with the participation of all sectors, which would permit an objective and shareable assessment of environmental management. As part of a call to review the relations of cooperation among countries and neighbouring regions or subregions, he finished by highlighting the need to find new forms of production based on our capacity to mobilize all available institutional capacities in order to face the challenge of using the extraordinary biodiversity that characterizes Colombia and the entire Andean Community, and do so with the most value added possible. 
26. The Bolivian representative spoke of the main landmarks of Bolivia’s evolution in terms of management for sustainable development. In his summary he mentioned the transformation of specialized administrative structures, which in 1993 led to the creation of the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Environment, now renamed Ministry of Sustainable Development and Planning. One of the main strengths of the Bolivian experience lies in the permanent consolidation of civil society participation in environmental management. The speaker recalled the drafting of instruments such as the Environmental Plan of Action (1991), based on broad public consultation. The process of social participation also performed a fundamental role in the evolution and consolidation of the country’s environmental legislation. He mentioned in his presentation the Law for the Environment, the Law for Administrative Decentralization, the Law for Popular Participation, the Law on Forestry, and others, in addition to the efforts put forth to complement them with corresponding Regulations. Within this context, he spoke of the importance of the development of indigenous people in his country, for which a special Ministry had been created. The speaker then referred to the difficulties encountered and the tasks pending. As concerned the latter, he spoke of the need to conclude work on the appropriate legal framework, develop land ordinance, consolidate the processes of public or popular participation and decentralisation, implement plans for environmental education, consolidate and strengthen the decentralisation of environmental management, and develop strategies for the management of water resources. 

27. The Ecuadorian representative highlighted the recent achievements in his country in terms of sustainable development, stressing the importance of the constitutional reform of 1998, a reform that set forth the foundations for new environmental management. The speaker listed the key elements in recent changes in the legal framework, and underscored the importance of some of the management instruments, such as the Environmental Strategy for Sustainable Development (2000) and the Strategy for the Promotion of Environmental Quality.  In regards to social participation, the representative spoke of the establishment of the National Council for Sustainable Development. Throughout his intervention, the Ecuadorian delegate emphasized the vast importance that his country attaches to the management of forests, manifested in the ongoing development of forestry legislation. He pointed out the achievements reached in the processes of civil society participation and decentralization, as well as in the consolidation of the system of natural protected areas, which reached 16% coverage of the national territory. Among the topics requiring greater attention in the immediate future are urban environmental management, reduction of vulnerability to natural disasters, comprehensive management, ecosystems, water resources, and an energy transition geared to reduce dependence on oil resources. The speaker stated the need attain compensation for environmental services and improve the general competitiveness of the country. 

28. The Peruvian delegate apologized for the absence of the authority representing the National Environmental Council of his country, who was unable to attend the preparatory meeting due to the upcoming transition of power in the administration.  In a brief intervention, he highlighted the characteristics of institutional arrangements being consolidated in Peru to handle the agenda for sustainable development through a crosscutting coordinating agency. He referred to the similarities between the Peruvian situation and those of the other Andean subregion. He spoke of various actions that began in the nineties in his country, all tending to place the environmental agenda within the political agenda. These actions would have led to progress in designing policies and concrete actions to care for the environment, though there was as yet much to be done. As concerns the national preparatory process for the Summit on Sustainable Development, he reported that the national consultation workshop had taken place the past 25th of June, with the active participation of important national institutions. The workshop managed to identify the main deficiencies, strengths and weaknesses found in the national development and implementation of Agenda 21. The work carried out had as a starting point the dismissal of questionnaires sent previously to nearly two hundred institutions at the national level, including the public, academic, private and non-governmental sectors, in addition to local governments, native communities and groups of young people. One of the most important conclusions resulting from the workshop was the establishment of an Executive Committee, in charge of the activities of the national process for Rio + 10.

29. The Vice-Minister of Venezuela provided a summary of the evolution of his country as concerns sustainable development, bringing to mind the pioneer event in 1976 of establishing the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Renewable Resources, in addition to land ordinance efforts during the eighties. He presented a critical vision of the model of state management implemented during that decade. Among noteworthy results, he mentioned the scope of the National Parks system, covering at present 20% of national territory. He then went on to emphasize the continued environmental deterioration of his country, citing the pollution of the Maracaibo and Valencia lakes. The speaker spoke of future tasks, facilitated through the process of consolidating the new Bolivar-based Constitution of the Republic of Venezuela, encompassing a strong environmental focus.  He pointed out the need to move from an oil model to a model based on the rational use of renewable natural resources. As concerns the process leading to the Johannesburg Summit, he underscored the need for the subregion and the region in general to build a very solid negotiating position, based on the renowned importance of the region’s biodiversity and water resources. 

Discussion on the progress and challenges of the national strategies for sustainable development (Item 9 of the agenda)

30. Throughout their respective interventions, all the delegates of the governments of the Andean subregion reflected on an apparent paradox, expressed in the different national situations. On one hand, the Andean nations had developed and consolidated institutionality for sustainable development, had evidenced substantive progress in environmental management, had brought about innovative processes for social participation and had complied with the commitments resulting from the principal multilateral environmental agreements. On the other hand, it had not been possible –in general– to put a halt to environmental deterioration and much less revert it. This latter reality appeared to be in keeping with deep-rooted tendencies in organizing production and to modalities of insertion in the global economy that resulted in undesirable outcomes, both in the social sphere as well as the environmental sphere. Consequently, the delegates expressed themselves to be in favour of an in-depth revision of those trends and modalities. The Johannesburg Summit could represent an opportunity to promote the interests of the subregion, especially if a cohesive approach were used in determining the agenda and its development.

Parallel Meetings (Item 11 of the agenda)

· 31. High Level Meeting of National Environmental Authorities of the Andean Community: The report for this segment will be prepared by CAN, also in charge of its distribution.

· 32. Panel: “Ecuadorian civil society en route to Rio +10”: The reflections contributing to this event will be reported to the Minister of the Environment of Ecuador, in keeping with the agreement reached by the heads of delegations.

E. CLOSING SESSION

33.
Before beginning the closing ceremony, the heads of delegation agreed to listen to the contributions for the subregion provided by the organisms of the United Nations system present at the meeting. The Resident UNDP Representative spoke of the UNDP’s intention of facilitating the preparatory processes so that the 2002 Summit might take place within a specific framework and produce concrete results through which both the developed nations and the developing nations might take on commitments. For this reason, the UNDP, in compliance with the decisions reached at the Tenth Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development, had as its mission to facilitate alliances between the various United Nations organisms, and take on the commitment to look ahead, respecting the needs of future generations. The Representative referred also to the need to create spaces that allow all players to participate actively in the processes and results of the Summits. She highlighted the contribution of Agenda 21 in carrying out national consultations with the participation of civil society from Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru. In addition, she spoke of the GEF funds allocated to local communities and non-governmental organizations, given the importance of facilitating participation at the local level in matters of sustainable development. The Representative also mentioned the joint effort exerted by UNDP, UNEP and ECLAC in organizing a panel on the financing of sustainable development, to take place during the Regional Preparatory Meeting, to be held in Rio de Janeiro in October of 2001. This panel, convening the highest authorities of the region, would be an important link to the Conference on the same topic, convened by the United Nations in Monterrey, Mexico, March 2001. Lastly, the Representative referred to the support proffered by the UNDP to developing nations, helping to ensure that the results of the globalisation process be more equitable in terms of environmental governance.

34. The FAO Representative, having declared the meeting to be an exceedingly important step for the preparatory path toward sustainable development, spoke of the efforts his organization exerted so that farmers and fishermen might contribute to sustainable management in order to ensure food security. He announced that the issue of sustainable development would be dealt with at the World Food Summit + 5, to be held in November 2001. At the same time, he informed the meeting that the FAO was the lead agency for the “International Year of Mountains”, based on Chapter XIII of Agenda 21. In regard to the existing situation of poverty and inequity, he spoke of the efforts needed to respect the rights of all those affected by hunger, disease, illiteracy, etc., and underscored the need for the private sector and civil society to participate in solving these problems. He stressed the imperative need to act at the regional and subregional level in order to attain concrete results on the path to sustainability.

35. The UNIDO representative, having thanked the governments present and the organizers of the event, proceeded to underscore the importance of incorporating the social and economic dimensions of development in the discussions, and referred also to the crosscutting nature of environmental issues. She also underscored another of the important problems mentioned during the meeting: lack of access to information. In this vein, she spoke of the initiatives that UNIDO has to offer to the governments concerning technological support. She very kindly offered all statistics available on technological development to the meeting. Another of the serious problems of the region was the need to seek ways to add value to the products resulting from the vast biodiversity in the subregion so they might be properly offered to the market. The matter of small and medium-sized industries was another issue requiring consideration, not only because of the economic importance these represent, but also due to social implications. Here she referred to the importance of adopting investment policies and appropriate savings in order to alleviate poverty and inequity. Lastly, she mentioned the need to present regionally shared positions in international forums and offered full UNIDO support in this regard. 

36. Immediately following, the CAN representative submitted the report for the Meeting of High Level National Authorities on Environmental Issues for the Andean Community and the documents comprising said report. She thus referred to the Declaration of the High Level National Authorities on Environmental Issues for the Andean Community and the Guidelines for Environmental Management and Sustainable Development of the Andean Community. With regards to the latter document, she pointed out that it was considered to be approved, however the process of improvement and enrichment of the document continued to remain open to specific proposals, among which she cited the Colombian and Venezuelan proposals to be included in the agenda for water. Concerning this matter, she requested suggestions to be submitted in writing at the next CAAAM meeting to be held July 20 on the island of Margarita. Lastly, she referred to the agreements relative to the regional Strategy Project on Biodiversity for the Countries of the Andean Tropic and the Peruvian proposal to support activities to be carried out in 2002 to celebrate the “International Year of Mountains”.

37. Despite originally having decided that representatives of civil society would not be presenting conclusions and recommendations to the plenary in light of insufficient subregional representation, the governments agreed to open the possibility for them to present summaries of the results and recommendations resulting from the panel carried out simultaneously to the morning session of the second day of the subregional preparatory meeting (Panel “Civil Society en Route to the Johannesburg 2002 Summit”). This was done to strengthen the dialogue, following the clarification that this did not reflect the positions of the subregion’s civil society, but rather those of the non-governmental organizations present during the panel. This having been stated, an NGO representative who had participated in the aforementioned panel read the summary. The highlights of the summary were as follows: (i) to express greater political will through strengthening the National Councils for Sustainable Development as spaces to bring together governments and civil society for purposes of dialogue; (ii) to improve the generation and circulation of information, and the development of capacities to build sustainable development; (iii) to promote ethical practices to reduce the gap between discourse and action, incorporating the principles of the Earth Charter; (iv) to disseminate the rejection expressed by the members of civil society present at the meeting to the refusal of on behalf of the government of the United States of America to sign the Kyoto Protocol; (v) to make the eligibility criteria for projects of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) more flexible so that global impact need not necessarily be considered a criterion. 

38. The Chair of the Meeting then addressed the meeting with some closing comments, thanking the participants and organizers of the meeting. The UNEP Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean and the ECLAC representative then took the floor. 

39. The UNEP Regional Director expressed satisfaction at the diligent work carried out by all participants, and the important contributions of the Andean subregion to the Regional Conference. The idea of holding subregional meetings – a first now in preparation for the World Summit on Sustainable Development– was truly a positive innovation, the results of which were evident. In concluding, the Regional Director emphatically ratified that UNEP was willing to contribute so that the countries of the region might go to the Summit with a high profile to present, and that their yearnings and objectives might become realities. The ECLAC representative concluded by thanking the participants for their important contribution to the regional preparatory process and offering the full support of his institution to attain success at the Regional Preparatory Meeting.

F.  FORMULATON AND APPROVAL OF THE DOCUMENT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE ANDEAN COMMUNITY TO THE REGIONAL PLATFORM 

40. On behalf of the drafting committee, a representative from Ecuador presented for approval to the Plenary the document titled “Contributions of the Preparatory Meeting of the Andean Subregion for the World Summit on Sustainable Development to the Regional Platform for Latin America and the Caribbean”, transcribed as follows in the terms under which it was approved:

CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE ANDEAN SUBREGION FOR THE WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT TO THE REGIONAL PLATFORM FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
Having met on July 2-3, 2001, in the city of Quito, Ecuador, the representatives of participating governments at the Preparatory Meeting of the Andean subregion for the World Summit on Sustainable Development, present the following contributions to the Regional Platform for Latin America and the Caribbean:

1. To reaffirm the consensus reached at the Conference of the United Nations on the Environment and Development, in that full realization of sustainable development requires the concourse of all nations. Imperative as it is to formulate national strategies for sustainable development, there is a recognized need to promote regional strategies in keeping with sovereignty and selective association to the process of planetary interdependence. 

2. The countries of the Andean subregion have acquired international commitments related to the sustainable use of natural resources and have made inroads in in-depth political, institutional and legal reforms geared to the sustainable use of their natural foundation. Nevertheless, natural patrimony as yet undergoes deterioration of grave concern and aggravates the inequity apparent in the lives of the inhabitants, expanding even more the social and economic gap therein. 

3. They recognized the importance of incorporating environmental issues into the processes of subregional, regional and world trade, especially as regards patterns of production and consumption, bearing in mind that the processes of globalisation generated in the last decade have aggravated the inequalities between developed nations and developing nations, and in some cases heightened social and environmental problems.

4. They requested the pertinent international agencies to support the studies geared to assess the benefits and social and environmental costs of the processes of subregional and hemispheric economic integrations and processes of insertion of countries of the subregion in the globalisation process. The results of these studies should assist the countries of the subregion and international trade agencies in taking measures to ensure that international trade favour the construction of more equitable and environmentally sustainable societies, and to value the environment in all of its multiple dimensions. 

5. In like manner they agreed on the need to harmonize the agendas of the environment with those of subregional, regional and world agendas, with the intention of impeding obstacles to trade based on arbitrary interpretations of environmental requirements, underscoring the need for trade and environmental agreements to be mutually supportive so that one does not prevail over the other.

6. In light of evidence that the problem posed by foreign debt constitutes an obstacle to the efforts of developing countries to achieve sustainable management, they requested that the Summit urge financial agencies and other relevant agencies to implement mechanisms destined to alleviate the burden of foreign debt and free up resources to handle the agenda of sustainable development.

7. Given the preponderance that transnational corporations have acquired within the globalisation process, they requested that the Summit identify mechanisms and procedures so that said players be required to render a periodic account of the environmental and social impact of their activities. 

8. They stated that the poverty-environmental deterioration ratio be considered under a new mindset, one that shows poverty to be not a linear cause but rather an associated phenomenon derived from multiple factors within a context of social inequity. Seen from this mindset, the achievement of sustainable development is implicit in overcoming poverty.

9. They pointed out the need to assess the patterns of consumption and production from the standpoint of sustainability, identifying processes and mechanisms that are conducive to their transformation. 

10. They underscored the importance of their situation as megadiverse nations, in addition to being pluriethnic and multicultural, making of the Andean subregion a place of unique potential. Within this context, they requested the support of the international community to promote the Regional Biodiversity Strategy in order to maximize on this wealth and generate tangible benefits for local communities, based on the sustainable use of biodiversity and the valuation of environmental products and services that native forests and ecosystems provide.

11. They considered the commitment taken on by the international community to be fundamental in advancing actions to implement the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in order for it to soon be enforced.

12. They recognized the fundamental role of conservation and the sustainable management of native forests and ecosystems, particularly tropical rainforests, as a contribution to sustainable development, to the well-being of local populations and to the reduction of poverty. In this regard, the Summit on Sustainable Development must support the activities of the United Nations Forest Forum –UNFF- to execute the proposals for action resulting from the IPF/IFF processes, particularly the need to count on a financial mechanism that will permit the development of conservation activities and the sustainable use of forests.

13. They stressed how important the design of a strategy for the sustainable development of mountain ecosystems is to the ecosystems and populations of the subregion; said strategy should promote the comprehensive management of land, bodies of water and live resources through an ecosystemic focus and targeting the prevention of natural disasters, as well as determined support of the activities to be carried out in celebration of the International Year of Mountains (2002) and the commitments acquired through this process.

14. They reaffirmed their commitment to the full compliance of the objectives of the Framework Convention on Climate Change, and in light of the conclusions drawn from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change –IPCC- with regards to the climate-related amendments that are being produced as a result of human activities, they called on the international community to exert all needed efforts to ensure the prompt enforcement of the Kyoto Protocol.

15. They expressed deep concern for the growing frequency and intensity of natural disasters, for these have had serious consequences on human life, and on the infrastructure and economy of the countries of the subregion. 

16. They also underscored the crucial situation of poor use of soil and the resulting erosion processes, the high levels of continental and marine water pollution, as well as the elevated costs that the recovery of soil and de-polluting technologies imply. Consequently, they requested that the multilateral agencies support the countries in assessing the needs and facing the costs of de-polluting water resources. 

17. They manifested the need to develop information processes and education to strengthen the capacity of societies to build sustainable development. The countries need to move forward in the development of science, technology, innovation and adaptability in order to expand their knowledge of their natural resources, make it possible for them to carry out their own investigations, recovering Andean technologies, and promoting the sustainable use of biotic resources. Consequently, they insisted that international financial agencies and the agencies within the United Nations system support the development of scientific and technological capacities in the subregion in compliance of principle 9 of the Rio Declaration. 

18. Because of the proliferation of forums and the scattered headquarters of the secretariats of environmental conventions, multilateral mechanisms, and intergovernmental agencies, they insisted on the urgent need to forge ahead on the rationalization of international management geared toward sustainable development in such a manner that there may be harmonization and closer coordination in the short-term of the diverse processes, especially those instruments that share similar themes and objectives. 

19. They highlighted the progress attained in the development of participation processes for the main groups, based on the recommendations of Agenda 21. Nevertheless, they stressed the need to strengthen those processes through the National Councils for Sustainable Development or similar bodies, in order to institutionalise the spaces for participation in decision-making processes at the national and local levels. They also encourage broader social interaction in the forums of the United Nations.  

20. They underscored the fact that under the current structure of the United Nations system for sustainable development, objectives have not been achieved, and that said structure is weak and lacking in initiatives to bring about effective progress; if this dynamic continues, the Johannesburg Summit may cast discouraging results on those developing nations, while at the same time weaken environmental management within the international context. In this regard, they consider it imperative to complete the review of the structure of the United Nations system in this sphere, particularly that of the Commission on Sustainable Development. 

21. They recommend that national and regional sustainable development strategies should have available systems of defined indicators based on criteria that combines qualitative and quantitative aspects, reflecting not only the behaviour of air, water, soil and biodiversity, but also the quality of life and new forms of well-being that are in keeping with ecological and cultural processes. Within this framework, they propose that indexes of human development be incorporated into the system of indicators adopted to measure advances toward sustainable development. 
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Edificio MAG
Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, piso 11
Quito, Ecuador
	Tel.: (+593-2) 
Fax: (+593-2) 
C.E.: 


Red de Bosques Privados

	Sr. Rómulo David Saltos Lozada
Presidente
Isabel La Católica No. 1559
Quito, Ecuador
	Tel.: (+593-2) 54-9466
Fax: (+593-2) 
C.E.: redbosquesprivados@hotmail.com


Unión Internacional para la Conservación de la Naturaleza (UICN)

	Sra. Ana María Velasco
Coordinadora
Comité Ecuatoriano de la UICN
Julio Zaldumbide No. 430 y Toledo
La Floresta,
Apartado Postal 17 03 448
Quito, Ecuador
	Tel.: (+593-2) 56-6309, 23-0988
Fax: (+593-2) 44-8425
C.E.: anamaria.velasco@sur.iucn.org

	Sr. Alvaro Luna Terrazas
Coordinador del Programa de Bosques
Av. Atahualpa No. 955 y República
Edificio Digicom, 4° piso
Quito, Ecuador
	Tel.: (+593-2) 26-1075
Fax: (+593-2) 46-6624
C.E.: alvaro.luna@sur.iucn.org
Sitio: www.sur.iucn.org
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