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The Corporate Ecosystem Services Review
Presented by World Business Council for Sustainable Development 

Mikkel Kallesoe, World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD),  
emphasized the dependence of businesses on ecosystem services, and noted 
that markets can be part of the solution. He said that the Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment revealed that global ecosystem services have been heavily degraded, and 
noted that this has created both risks and opportunities for businesses. 

Craig Hanson, World Resources Institute, said that the corporate ecosystem services 
review (ESR) helps companies become more aware of their dependence and impact 
on such services, including cultural services. He noted that risks can be operational, 
regulatory, legal, and reputational, and can be linked to changes in customer 
preferences and trends in ethical fi nancing initiatives. He described the ESR process, 
which fi rst identifi es the scope of the assessment, then evaluates a company’s 
dependence and impact on a range of ecosystem services. He provided several 
examples of how ESR can mitigate environmental liability.

Christina Hillforth, Eka, presented her company’s experience in implementing ESR, 
as a provider of chemicals to pulp and paper customers in China and Indonesia. 
She noted environmental risks and opportunities associated with: timber and other 
fi ber inputs; biomass fuel; fresh water; and global climate impacts. She said that the  
research, based on interviews with a variety of organizations, sought to determine the 
drivers of ecosystemic change. She said that ESR has: complimented Eka's existing 
systems; identifi ed downstream risks; and raised the profi le of back-burner issues. 

Rashila Tong, Holcim, presented her company’s approach to managing environmental 
and social sustainability, as one of the world’s biggest suppliers of cement and 
aggregate materials. She described projects designed to rehabilitate spent quarries, 
and the process of assessing environmental and social impacts. She provided the 
example of a project in the state of Gujarat, India, designed to mitigate the effects 
of severe drought by turning former mining sites into reservoirs. She described a 
partnership established between Holcim and IUCN to develop Holcim’s biodiversity 
policy and support local livelihoods.

Participants discussed the pilot testing of the ESR system, including a case involving 
hydro electric dam development in Campbell River, British Columbia, Canada.

Christina Hillforth, Eka, presented on 
her company’s experience as a pilot in 
implementing the corporate ecosystem 
services review.

More information:
http://www.wbcsd.org
http://www.wri.org
http://www.eka.com
http://www.iucn.org

Contacts:
Mikkel Kallesoe <kallesoe@wbcsd.org>
Craig Hanson <hanson@wri.org>
Rashila Tong <rashila.tong@iucn.org>
Christina Hillforth
<christina.hillforth@eka.com>
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More information:
http://www.esa.int

Contacts:
Olivier Arino <olivier.arino@esa.int>
Nick Davidson <davidson@ramsar.org>
Marino Hernandez <ma.hernandez@unesco.org>
Lúcio do Rosário 
<lucio.rosario@dgrf.min-agricultura.pt>
Jean-Louis Weber <jean-louis@eea.europa.eu>
Martin Herod <m.h@uni-jena.de> 

Space Supporting the Rio, World Heritage and Ramsar 
Conventions
Presented by the European Space Agency
Olivier Arino, European Space Agency (ESA), presented on the ESA’s support 
for a number of multilateral environmental agreements, including those 
governing biodiversity, desertifi cation, climate change, and wetlands. He 
outlined the Global Change and Global Land Cover 2000 programmes. 

Nick Davidson, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, introduced the GlobWetland 
project as an example of how earth observation can be used for wetland 
assessment, monitoring and management. He said that the project produced 
land use cover and change detection maps for use by wetland managers and 
policymakers. 

Mario Hernandez, UNESCO, outlined joint programmes being undertaken by 
UNESCO and ESA, including: mapping world heritage sites such as the Great 
Wall of China, and “Diversity," which aims to promote the implementation of the 
CBD. 

Lúcio do Rosário, Portuguese National Focal Point Assistant for the UN 
Convention to Combat Desertifi cation (UNCCD), presented “DesertWatch,” a 
joint UNCCD-ESA programme designed to assist parties with implementation.   

Jean-Louis Weber, European Environment Agency (EEA), discussed the EEA’s 
use of space data to produce integrated ecosystem accounting. He noted that 
the EEA aims to provide an assessment of the costs of ecosystem services, by 
calculating their true costs and valuing their benefi ts. 

Martin Herold, Global Observation for Forest and Land Cover Dynamics, 
presented on the potential for satellite observation to inform the post-2012 
negotiations of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and for 
driving national observation progress for forests. 

Nick Davidson, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, 
introduced GlobWetland, a programme jointly run 
by the Ramsar Convention and the ESA to map 
wetlands. 

Durban + 5: Future Directions for 
Protected Areas
Presented by IUCN
Nik Lopoukhine, World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA), presented 
the results of a survey of WCPA members for issues to be addressed by the 
Commission, including: climate change; protection of marine waters; increasing 
competition for resources; habitat fragmentation; governance and participation; 
and the overall undervaluation of protected areas (PAs).

Charles Besançon, UNEP, presented on the global status of PAs. He reported 
that, although a signifi cant numbers of PAs have been created, marine PAs 
constitute a small proportion, representing only 0.65% of total ocean coverage. 
He acknowledged progress on strengthening the network and management of 
PAs.

David Sheppard, IUCN, provided information on the World Parks Congress, 
which was convened by IUCN, and considered progress regarding the 
programme of work on PAs (PoWPA). He noted that the CBD PoWPA has been 
a major stimulus for action and stressed the need to set ambitious targets even 
if they are not always achieved. He also noted that international NGOs have 
played an import partnership role in establishing marine PAs in Micronesia.

Trevor Sandwith, IUCN, on Future directions for PAs, noted the ongoing loss 
of biodiversity and that PAs are not widely recognized as part of the solution. 
He argued that PA should be repositioned as underpinning local and global 
sustainability and that IUCN needs to work as one programme across relevant 
commissions and secretariats.

David Sheppard, IUCN, stressed that although 
there has been progress for PAs since the World 
Parks Congress in 2003, significant challenges 
remain.

More information:
http://cms.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/
wcpa/

Contacts:
Nik Lopoukhine <nik.lopoukhine@pc.gc.ca>
Charles Besançon 
<charles.besancon@gmail.com>
David Sheppard <das@iucn.org>
Trevor Sandwith <t.sandwith@tnc.org>
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Christine Dawson, US Department of State, outlined the history and 
functioning of the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI). Ahmed Djoghlaf, 
CBD, underscored the importance of coral reefs and stated that biodiversity 
cannot be discussed without considering them.

Georg Heiss, Museum für Naturkunde, Germany, stressed the urgency of 
protecting coral reefs. Francis Staub, International Year of the Reef 2008, 
presenting on the 2008 International Year of the Reef, noted that the two 
core goals are to strengthen the awareness of the value of coral reefs and to 
improve understanding of the critical threats posed to them.

Clive Wilkinson, Global Reef Monitoring Network, stated that threats to coral 
reefs include: coral bleaching; rising carbon dioxide levels; disease, plague 
and invasive species; and the poor management of marine protected areas 
(MPAs).

Stefan Hain, UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre, presenting an 
overview of the effects of climate change on coral reefs, stressed that the 
rise in sea water temperatures is responsible for coral bleaching, which could 
eventually lead to the loss of affected reefs.

Syamsal Ma’arif, Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Indonesia, 
highlighted the initiatives undertaken by Indonesia to protect coral reefs, 
including the implementation of a regional cooperation agreement.

Atsuhiro Yoshinaka, Ministry of Environment, Japan, stated that a number of 
regional workshops on MPAs have been organized to share lessons learnt and 
identify future challenges.

Salvatore Arico, UNESCO, underscored the need for scientifi c knowledge to be 
made policy relevant and outlined a number of methods for achieving this.

Marine Biodiversity and the International Year of the 
Reef
Presented by ICRI, IYOR and the CBD

Georg Heiss, Museum für Naturkunde, Germany, 
noted that possible actions to decrease the rate 
of coral reef destruction include: sound coastal 
development; reduced sea pollution; and the 
declaration of marine protected areas.

More information:
http://www.icriforum.org
http://www.iyor.org

Contacts:
Francis Staub <fstaub@iyor.org>

National Alliances for Zero Extinction and the 2010 
Targets
Presented by the Conservation International and Alliance for Zero Extinction

Mike Parr, American Bird Conservancy, outlined the history of the Alliance for Zero 
Extinction (AZE), and emphasized its role as a tool to reach the 2010 Biodiversity 
Target. He noted that criterion for selection of sites as areas of concern, include: 
where species are endangered or critically endangered; those that have potential 
to be managed as a protected area (PA) or conserved area; and those that have a 
signifi cant proportion of a species’ population confi ned to one area.

Braulio Dias, Ministry of Environment, Brazil, introduced the Brazilian Alliance for 
Zero Extinction (BAZE) and highlighted that the goals of the initiative are to attain 
political commitment for the zero extinction target, integrate the conservation 
of threatened species and create a database with basic and geographically 
referenced information of species and sites of concern.

Norma Molinyawe, Protect Areas and Wildlife Bureau, Philippines, underscored 
the high diversity of species within the Philippines and that it is one of 34 declared 
biodiversity hotspots. She noted that most of the threatened species were 
terrestrial and assessments were being carried out to determine the pressures on 
biodiversity conservation in the Philippines. 

Following the presentations, participants discussed a number of topics, including: 
the reliance of the AZE on the IUCN red listing of species and other data 
issues; integration of the AZE into the development agenda; prioritization and 
consolidation of PAs; and invasive alien species.

Braulio Dias, Ministry of Environment, Brazil; 
Gustavo Fonseca, Global Environment Facility 
(GEF)

More information:
http://www.zeroextinction.org

Contacts:
Mike Parr <mparr@abcbirds.org>
Braulio Dias <braulio.dias@mma.gov.br>
Norma Molinyawe <biodiversity@pawb.gov.ph>



Page 4  CBD COP 9 | ENB on the side | Monday, 26 May 2008 | Issue #6

One Convention Family - Thousands 
of Species - Our Planet 
Presented by UNEP/CMS Secretariat
Robert Hepworth, Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), underscored the 
importance of the CMS and called on participants to visit Kenya, with a view to 
reviving its tourist economy. 

CMS Ambassador Stanley Johnson, praised the work of the CMS and 
drew attention to the recent work of the scientifi c task force on avian fl u. 
He mentioned the plight of a number of terrestrial mammals, including the 
addax, an endangered antelope of which there are only 200 left in the wild. He 
highlighted the signing of two CMS-related agreements, one in Turkmenistan 
regarding antelope, and one in Central Africa to protect gorillas.  He also 
discussed the efforts to protect the last remaining Mediterranean monk seals 
and South American leatherback turtles. He concluded by drawing attention to 
the fact that 2009 will be the Year of the Gorilla. 

Ibrahim Thaw, UNEP, paid tribute to the CMS and pledged to support its 
ongoing work. Elsa Nickel, German Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
provided an update on the COP negotiations, celebrating the spirit of the 
ABS consultative group. She congratulated CMS on it work and underscored 
Germany’s support for the ongoing programmes. She announced that, on 
account of his proactive lifelong work, Arnulf Müller-Helbrecht, the former 
Executive Secretary of the CMS, had been made a CMS Ambassador. 

Amanda Lawrence, Australian Department of the Environment, announced 
the imminent 109th signatory to the CMS and heralded the launch of the CMS 
Encyclopedia.

Food Security in an Era of Climate Change
Presented by the Platform for Agrobiodiversity Research with the CGIAR & UNEP
Toby Hodgkin, Bioversity International, explained that the Platform for 
Agrobiodiversity Research will strengthen the knowledge base that supports 
the maintenance and use of agrobiodiversity, focusing on linkages with climate 
change, and identifying opportunities to create new partnerships.

Vicky Tauli-Corpus, Tebtebba Foundation, stressed that the magnitude of 
climate change is unprecedented and that strengthening the collaboration 
between indigenous peoples and scientists is necessary to face this challenge.

Paul Bordoni, Bioversity International, launched the website of the 
Agrobiodiversity Platform, which will function as a clearing house mechanism 
for agricultural biodiversity and will help identifying tools and practices relevant 
to the conservation and sustainable use of agrobiodiversity.

Marieta Sakalian, UNEP, noted that the Global Environment Facility, supported 
the adaptation potential of agrobiodiversity though projects in 57 developing 
countries.

Patrick Mulvaney, Practical Action, argued that changes in ecosystem 
functions, which are due to the reduction of agrobiodiversity, should be closely 
monitored and noted that the structure of the international legal system 
prevents a freer exchange of seeds.
 
Emile Frison, Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, 
explained that poor communities are not fed on major food staples and a mere 
increase in production would not solve the food crises. 

Participants cautioned that the current food crisis could lead to a new 
push for the adoption of genetically modifi ed crops and quick fi xes are not 
an appropriate response, and described how agricultural biodiversity is 
contributing to meeting global challenges, particularly climate change and food 
security.

Vicky Tauli-Corpus, Tebtebba Foundation, 
stressed the importance of applying the 
ecosystem approach and mobilizing indigenous 
people in taking the lead on preserving 
biodiversity.

More information:
http://www.agrobiodiversityplatform.org/
http://www.ukabc.org/

Contacts:
Toby Hodgkin <t.hodgkin@cgiar.org>
Paul Bordoni <p.bordoni@cgiar.org>
Vicky Tauli-Corpus <vicky.@tebtebba.org>

Amanda Lawrence, Australian Department of 
the Environment, highlighted the launch of the 
Encyclopedia of the CMS.

More information:
http://www.iucn.org

Contacts:
Robert Hepworth <rhepworth@cms.int>
Stanley Johnson <stanleyjohnson@cms.com>
Ibrahim Thiaw <ibrahim.thiaw@unep.org>
Elsa Nickel <elsa.nickel@bmu.bund.de>
Amanda Lawrence 
<amanda.lawrence@environment.gov.au> 
Arnulf Müller-Helbrecht <ulfm-h@cms.int>  


