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First, let me say it is a real pleasure and honor to have the opportunity to address you
today and further improve the coordination and collaboration between the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the Secretariat and Subsidiary Bodies of the Framework
Convention on Climate Change (FCCC). IPCC values its close collaboration with the FCCC and
its subsidiary bodies, and prides itself on being responsive to the needs of the FCCC as
evidenced by the inventories and methodological work, the technical papers, the special reports
and a number of workshops that have been prepared in response to FCCC requests.

Since I last addressed you at the SBSTA meeting in June the IPCC met in plenary session
in Vienna and approved work program for the next two years. Hence, today I would like to focus
my brief remarks on the status of the IPCC work program. I will brief you on the status of the
Third Assessment Report (TAR), and the four Special Reports requested by SBSTA ((i) aviation
and the global atmosphere; (ii) methodological and technological aspects of technology transfer:
opportunities for technology cooperation; and (iii) emissions scenarios of greenhouse gases and
aerosol precursors; and (iv) land-use, land-use change and forestry).

Third Assessment Report

Significant progress has been made towards the preparation of the Third Assessment
Report. About 150 experts, together with the IPCC Bureau, met in Germany in late June/early
July to develop a detailed timetable and chapter and sub-chapter structure for the TAR, based on
guidance provided by the IPCC plenary in the Maldives. After review and revision, the IPCC
Working Group Bureaus approved the scope and structure of the working group reports.

The TAR, which will be comprehensive and cover the complete range of scientific,
technical, economic and social issues associated with the climate system and climate change, will
be policy relevant but not policy prescriptive. The TAR will emphasize the regional aspects of
climate change, place additional emphasis on adaptation, provide a more quantitative treatment
of uncertainties and a clear exposition of different points of view. It will also describe advances
and changes in understanding since the SAR.

The philosophy of the TAR will be more embracing of the concept of sustainable
development than was the Second Assessment Report (SAR) and will attempt to place the issue
of climate change more centrally within the evolving socio-economic context. It will identify the
scientific and policy linkages among the key global environmental issues (e.g., climate change,
loss of biological diversity, forest loss, land and water degradation, etc.), the linkages between
climate change and local and regional environmental issues (e.g., urban air pollution and regional
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acid deposition); and the linkages between global environmental issues and the challenge of
meeting key human needs, e.g., adequate food, clean water, energy services, etc.

The TAR will complement, not duplicate, the ongoing Special Reports and will address a
wide range of issues relevant to both the Framework Convention on Climate Change and the
Kyoto Protocol, including technology cooperation and transfer, flexibility mechanisms, land-use
change and global warming potentials. Issues of particular policy relevance that will be
addressed include an assessment of:
- the climate sensitivity factor, i.e., 1.5-4.5 degrees Centigrade for a doubled carbon dioxide

world (WG #l);
- the Global Warming Potential construct and individual GWP values (WG #l);
- the accuracy of regional scale climate projections (WC #l);
- the attribution of observed regional and global changes in climate (WG #l);
- natural climate variability, e.g., El-Nino, including an examination of potential links to global

warming and whether resilience to natural climatic variability can assist resilience to long-
term change (WGs #1 and 2);

- thresholds, irreversibility’s and surprises (WG s #l and 2);
- regional implications of climate change for human health, ecological systems and socio-

economic sectors (WG #2);
- adaptation strategies - policies, practices and technologies (WG #2);
- cross-sectoral issues, e.g., water-agriculture-forestry-modem biomass (WG #2);
- the implications of different rates of change and atmospheric concentrations beyond doubled

carbon dioxide (WG #2);
- the links between local, regional and global environmental issues (WG #2 and 3);
- regional approaches to mitigate climate change (WG #3);
- the technical, economic and market potential of technologies (WG #3);
- all aspects of flexibility mechanisms - Articles 6, 12 and 17 of the Kyoto Protocol (WG #3);
- the trade impacts of a ratified Kyoto Protocol (WG #3);
- the validity, strengths and weaknesses of models, including integrated assessment models

(WGs #l, 2 and 3);
- the links between climate change and other global environmental issues, in particular loss of

biodiversity and land degradation (WGs #1,2 and 3);

The TAR will include a Synthesis Report written in a non-technical style suitable for
policymakers and will address a broad range of key policy-relevant scientific questions. The list
of questions will be developed based on the input we have already received from governments
through SBSTA and SBI, and will be approved at the IPCC Plenary in April 1999 in Costa Rica.
One example of a policy relevant scientific question that is likely to be addressed is:

“What are the climatic, ecological and socio-economic consequences of
different stabilization levels of greenhouse gases and what are the technologies,
policies and measures that can be used, and at what cost, to realize different
stabilization levels, andfor  each stabilization level evaluate the implications of
different path ways to stabilization, i.e., evaluate the implications of rate of
change. For each stabilization level, what are the:
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- projected changes in climate and sea level at the regional and global level
WG I);

- the impacts of the projected changes in the mean climate and sea level, and its
variability, on human health, ecological systems and socio-economic sectors at
the regional and global level, and options for adaptation (WG II);

- the economic costs and benefits and social issues (including equity) associated
with the projected impacts and adaptation options (WG II);

- the technologies, policies and measures that can be used to stabilize greenhouse
gas concentrations (WG III);

- the economic costs and benefits and distributional/equity, including, what
would be the effects of Annex I obligations (policies and measures) on
developing countries (WG III).

The IPCC Working Group Bureaus have selected the coordinating lead authors, lead
authors and review editors for the Third Assessment Report based on nominations from
governments and a wide range of institutions. Particular attention was paid to the goal of
increasing the participation of experts from developing countries and countries with economies
in transition.

However, this enhanced participation of experts from developing countries and countries
with economies in transition, as well as the large number of SBSTA-requested special reports,
has resulted in a significant increase in the projected budgets for the next two years. Hence,
more governments will need to contribute to the IPCC trust fund budget and governments who
normally contribute will have to substantially increase their contributions over the previous years
(about a factor of two) if this FCCC-driven TAR is to be completed on schedule.

Special Reports

Three Special Reports, requested by SBSTA, have been under preparation for about the
last two years: (i) aviation and the global atmosphere, which is being prepared in collaboration
with the Montreal Protocol and ICAO, has already undergone the government review process
and will be finalized by April 1999; (ii) methodological and technological aspects of technology
transfer: opportunities for technology cooperation, will be finalized towards the end of
1999learly 2000; and (iii) emissions scenarios of greenhouse gases and aerosol precursors, will
be finalized early in 2000. These reports will significantly advance the debate on a number of
critical issues.

The Special Report on land-use, land-use change and forestry, which will provide
scientific and technical information required to operationalize the relevant Articles of the Kyoto
Protocol, including Articles 3.3 and 3.4., will be completed by May 2000. The scope of this
special report is consistent with the SBSTA mandate and will address the scientific and technical
issues identified in the Secretariats paper (SBSTA, INF l), which was prepared for the SBSTA
meeting in June. The key issues to be addressed in this report include:
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A discussion of the processes, timescales, and permanence of carbon storage associated with
land-use, land-use change and forestry activities in managed and unmanaged ecological

systems;
Implications of different definitions (e.g., forests, afforestation, deforestation and
reforestation);
To what extent the effects of direct post-l 990 human interventions be differentiated from pre-

1990 actions, indirect human activities and natural phenomena;
What are the implications of using different approaches to dealing with the issues of forest
fires and pest infestations?
What is the accuracy and precision of measurements of stocks and flows for each type of
carbon pool in the full range of managed and unmanaged ecosystems;
Implications of including only some of the carbon pools (i.e., above ground biomass, below
ground biomass, soil carbon, and forest products) for net carbon emissions associated with
land-use, land-use change and forestry activities;
Data needs and availability for operationalizing, inter-alia,  Articles 3.3 and 3.4;
An assessment of regional and global potential greenhouse gas emission reductions and
sequestration potential of different land-use, land-use change and forestry activities;
Associated environmental and socio-economic impacts of land-use, land-use change and
forestry activities, including effects on biodiversity, soil quality, watersheds, poverty, etc.:
What are the implications of using different approaches to setting baselines, addressing the
issues of leakage and additionality, for project-based carbon offset activities?
A review of the relevance of the IPCC guidelines under the Kyoto Protocol, hence an
assessment of what further developments (additions and modifications) are needed.

The Special Report will be chaired by myself, and assisted by three report coordinators.
_ _

A geographically-balanced list of coordinating lead authors, lead authors and review editors is
currently being compiled and will be approved by a steering committee comprising myself, two
IPCC Bureau members from each WG (one co-chair and one vice-chair) and the chair of the task
force on inventories. The Summary for Policymakers of the Special Report will be approved by
the Panel meeting in a Plenary session.

Methodologies for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories

The IPCC will continue to place a high priority on the further development of
methodologies for national greenhouse gas inventories. A task force will be established to guide
the technical aspects of the work, with the chair of the task force attending IPCC Bureau
meetings. Japan will provide the chair of the task force at the time at which a technical support
unit for the task force will be established in Japan, i.e., May 1999. In the interim, there will be an
orderly transition from OECD/IEA  providing technical support to the inventories work to Japan.
The methodologies work will be guided from a policy perspective, i.e., priority setting, by the
Joint IPCC - SBSTA/SBI/FCCC  Secretariat Working Group, thus ensuring that the work of the
IPCC is relevant and timely. The work program will concentrate on aspects of land-use change
and forestry issues, analysis of uncertainties, and assessment of national feedback.
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Research and Observations

Wise, national and international cost-effective “climate” policy formulation should be
based on a sound scientific, technical and economic understanding of the issues. This issue of
limitations in knowledge raises the obvious issue that the IPCC assessments critically rely on
advances in knowledge derived from national and international research (e.g., WCRP, IGBP, and
HDP) and observational programs (e.g., WWW, GCOS, GOOS and GTOS). Unfortunately, the
trends in funding for research and observations in both developing and developed countries is
quite disturbing: (i) observational programs are inadequate and are, in some cases, in decline; (ii)
there continues to be a significant imbalance of research between the natural and the
social/economic sciences with the social/economic sciences being significantly under-funded --
e.g., the international climate impacts program is inadequate; and (iii) public and private sector
energy R&D has decreased by about a 50% in real terms over the last decade, with only a small
fraction of the funding being used for energy efficiency and modem renewable energies. One
issue of critical importance is the inadequate S&T infrastructure in many developing countries.
These countries are disadvantaged in the international negotiation process and are not fully able
to assess their adaptation and mitigation options. Arming these governments with the required
tools, e.g., integrated assessment models, is absolutely essential.

.

Issues Common to the Montreal and Kyoto Protocols

As noted earlier, the scientific and technical issues of aircraft emissions is being studied
jointly by the IPCC and the scientific and technical assessment process of the Montreal Protocol.
In addition, there is another issue that links the two ProtocoIs, i.e., the issue of replacing CFCs by
HFCs and PCFs, which are not ozone depleting gases, but are greenhouse gases. During the last
meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, the government of Sri Lanka requested that the
Technical and Economic Assessment Panel (TEAP) of the Montreal Protocol work with SBSTA
and the IPCC to examine the issue of HFCs and PCFs. The IPCC will address the issue of HFCs
and PCFs in both WGs I and III of the TAR, and is willing to co-sponsor with the TEAP a
workshop to examine this issue.

Summary

The IPCC stands ready to work with the FCCC and it’s subsidiary bodies to provide
scientific, technical and economic information relevant to your ongoing policy discussions.
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