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CONTEXT





Managing our natural environment must be as normal a part of the business of government as the management of the social and economic environment if we are to achieve truly sustainable economies.  The application of information, innovation in our management techniques, and working in partnerships will be important strategies for managing our natural environmental capital:  for conserving biodiversity in healthy ecosystems.





The Americas include a wealth of biodiversity across the widest range of ecosystems, from the polar desert of the Arctic to the tropical rainforests of Amazonia; from the coral reefs of the Caribbean to the heights of the Andes and Rockies.  But there is mounting evidence that the world is now in the midst of an “extinction spasm”, an extremely rapid loss of diversity caused to a large extent by the actions of man.  The 2000 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species  provided a measure of the depth of the crisis.  Globally, for species groups that have been fully assessed, 24% of the world’s mammals, and 12% of the world’s bird species are at risk.  For other animals, where only a portion of the estimated number of species have actually been assessed, the proportions are as alarming: 25% of reptiles, 20% of amphibians, and 30% of fishes (mainly freshwater) are threatened. 





Eight of the world’s seventeen wealthiest nations, as measured by the richness of their endemic flora and fauna, are in the Americas - as are eight of the twenty-five hotspots for biodiversity conservation, as determined by Conservation International and reported in its 1999 book Hotspots (Mittermeier, R.A., Myers, N., Gil, R. P. & and Mittermeier, C. G. Hotspots: Earth’s Biologically Richest and Most Endangered Terrestrial Ecoregions. CEMEX, Conservation International, Agrupacion Sierra Madre. Monterrey, Mexico, 1999).  





The Americas have a comparative advantage with respect to biodiversity conservation.  With just over 30% of the land surface of the Earth, the countries of the Americas have less than 14% of the human population (Population Reference Bureau, http://www.prb.org/).  Freshwater organisms are among the most endangered groups in the world, yet the Americas retain almost 50% of the annual internal renewable water resources (World Resources Institute, http://www.wri.org/facts/index.html).  In the same area, we can find 23% of the world’s threatened primate species (2000 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species), roughly 52% of the world’s amphibian species diversity, and 49% of the world’s tropical forests (World Resources Institute, http://www.wri.org/facts/index.html).  Now is the time to move to ensure the Americas retain this comparative advantage.


�



OBJECTIVES AND FOCUS OF DISCUSSION





The principal objective of the discussion is the development of greater recognition of the importance of and need for cooperation for the management of shared species and shared spaces throughout the Americas.





The secondary objective is the agreement on a limited number of specific pilot projects that will advance the conservation of biodiversity in healthy ecosystems.








Ministers could explore how to enhance cooperation in order to improve access to information on biodiversity across the hemisphere.  Building on previous discussions which called for improving the exchange of information and experiences related to the protection, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, issues that could be addressed include:





Improving compatibility of data across nations to allow better analysis and understanding of trends in biodiversity;





Building on the experience of the North American Biodiversity Information Network (NABIN) as a pilot for the Inter American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN);





Cooperation, including capacity building, at the hemispheric level on technology issues that will allow better promotion and facilitation of scientific and technical cooperation and information under Clearing-house Mechanism for the implementation of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. 





Ministers could explore means of strengthening cooperation for the more effective implementation of multilateral biodiversity conservation agreements, especially those relating to the trade in wildlife species and their parts and derivatives.  Building on experience at the regional level, and discussions begun under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme (e.g. UNEP Workshop on Enforcement of and Compliance with Multilateral Environmental Agreements, July 12-14, 1999, Geneva), issues that could be addressed include:





the development of a network of experts to share information about the illegal trade in wildlife;





the development of networks of experts in specific conservation disciplines, such as wildlife, fisheries, or forestry management, the management of protected areas and working landscapes, or communicating about conservation issues.





Ministers could explore means of strengthening the landscape approach to conservation through the establishment of networks of protected areas, including the establishment of corridors to allow the freer movement of migratory species. Building on existing regional cooperation efforts to link protected area planning and establishment, issues that could be addressed include:





improving co-ordination of efforts related to the development of corridors of protected areas, such as those proposed by Recommendation WCC2.88 (Establishment of an Ecological Corridor in the Americas) at the recent World Conservation Congress of the IUCN.  (Note, also Recommendation WCC2.87 - Protected Areas and the Mesoamerican Biological Corridor);





enhancing citizen engagement and partnerships to facilitate stewardship activities.





Building on principles developed in the context of cooperation at the regional or continental scale, Ministers could explore ways and means of managing shared species.  Issues that could be addressed include:





lessons learned from the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network;





lessons learned from the North American Waterfowl Management Plan;





lessons learned from multilateral implementation and cooperation such as the Convention for the Conservation and Management of the Vicuña;





other regional management schemes as appropriate;





the establishment of a Western Hemisphere Bird Conservation Initiative as a pilot project for multilateral co-operative management of shared species in the Americas.





POTENTIAL RESULTS





Ministers may wish to provide advice to the Summit of the Americas with respect to advancing hemispheric conservation of plants, animals and ecosystems through:





expanding partnership networks and information sharing systems, including the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN);





development of the IABIN is an important stepping stone to effective management of biodiversity information, and an important complement to other initiatives such as the Clearing House Mechanisms of the Rio Conventions.





developing a network of experts to assist in the fight against illegal trade in wildlife;





the illegal wildlife trade threatens the sustainable use of living natural resources, and undermines the ability to develop such resources in a manner that respects the needs and aspirations of local peoples as well, and the lessons learned in the development of connections among enforcement experts can assist in the development of other expert networks as well.





expanding hemispheric networks for terrestrial and marine protected areas, including cross-border parks and important areas for shared species;





protected areas can be managed as islands of protection in a sea of irresponsible use, or as centres of excellence in a landscape of sustainable use - moving towards the latter will be essential if we are to maintain the integrity and productivity of the major ecosystems of the Americas.





and;





developing a hemispheric strategy to support the conservation of migratory wildlife throughout the Americas, beginning with the conservation of migratory birds.





because birds are accessible to essentially every citizen of the Americas, and many species are migratory, directly linking the countries of the hemisphere, they offer an opportunity to demonstrate the benefits of shared management of a shared resource, and can open the door to broader collaborations in the management of other shared species and shared spaces.
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