Dear Chairman Salim,

Having studied the documents of the II Preparatory Committee, we, the members of the WSSD International Youth Caucus, would like to commend your summary of the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue Sessions, which mentioned youth 24 times--more than any other major group, as well as the inclusion of youth issues in the general debate.  Both documents enumerate a great number of youth concerns, reflecting the activity and effective participation of the youth representatives at the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue Session. We further commend your inclusion of a number of educational themes in the Chairman’s Paper.  However, we are concerned that other issues important to youth seem to have been overlooked.  In particular, we are concerned that there is no reference to such fundamental issues as youth employment and youth participation in decision-making, which were raised a number of times by youth representatives during the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue Sessions.

We understand that, as outlined by the Decisions of the Commission on Sustainable Development Acting as the Preparatory Committee for the WSSD at its Organizational Session (30 April - 2 May 2001), it is the Chairman's paper that will be considered by the III Preparatory Committee. We further understand that this committee shall agree upon the text of a document to be transmitted to the final preparatory session for information and to the Summit for adoption. It is the importance of the Chairman's Paper that impels us to bring the above-mentioned omission to your attention.

We fully believe that an integrated approach to the multi-stakeholder dialogue in the preparatory process to the World Summit on Sustainable Development must transcend the two-day consultations at preparatory committees.  We hope you would agree that the involvement of young persons is fundamental to implementing the policies currently being negotiated for WSSD and beyond.  Youth represent the future, and maintaining youth engagement is essential to secure lasting impacts for sustainable development.


Chairman Salim, substantial youth participation in decision-making activities is one of the primary concerns of youth. We respectfully observe that, despite the mandate of Chapter XXV of Agenda 21 for governments to include youth on their delegations, only five governments had official youth representatives at the II Preparatory Committee meeting.  As such, the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue Sessions provided us with one of the only opportunities to put forth youth considerations for the prepared text.  

In the spirit of cooperation, we would like to offer some specific suggestions to the Chairman’s Text which will help to ensure that the negotiations at the III Preparatory Committee as well as the final document arising out of III Preparatory Committee adequately address the concerns most essential to youth.  We urgently request the incorporation of these specific suggestions into the text to be negotiated at the III Preparatory Committee.  We appreciate your assistance in ensuring substantial youth engagement throughout the process leading up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

In doing so, we fully believe that the decisions made at WSSD will have a lasting impact on our future, not only for our generation, but for all of those yet to come.

Sincerely yours,

Members of the WSSD Youth Caucus
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(edition 1) 

Proposals to the Chairman’s text:

1) We propose to add a new item in Chapter II after paragraph 4 (h): 

Increase employment opportunities for youth, and particularly for young women. Develop national action plans on youth employment. Promote entrepreneurship among young women and men by provision of better information, training, access to resources and professional mentoring programs.  

2) Chapter V: We believe  that youth access to information and integrated participation are of utmost importance in implementing sustainable development initiatives.  
a) We propose to add two new subsections in Chapter V under paragraph 18:

i) Develop guidelines for youth on public access to information and participation in all levels of decision-making.

ii) Strengthen the access to information for youth by supporting the development of effective communication and information sharing mechanisms, particularly for youth in least developed countries. 

b) We propose the addition of a new paragraph to read as follows:

Implement mechanisms aimed at ensuring greater access to finance and markets by young and emerging entrepreneurs in the form of tax incentives and other related initiatives.

3) Chapter VI: We propose two new paragraphs after paragraph 19 (i):

a) Work with the respective national governments, young people will be supported to initiate and implement programmes aimed at promoting the concept and practise of positive living as well as put in place mechanisms to ensure behavioural change in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

b) National governments must put in place a comprehensive programme on sex education targeting youth and other vulnerable groups such as women and people with disabilities.
4) We propose to add a new item to Chapter VII after paragraph 20(f):

Promote educational and vocational programs for young persons which promote integrated environmental management techniques and enhance cultural identity.

5) Chapter VIII:  We propose the following modifications:

a) We propose Paragraph 21(m)  to read as follows: 

Promote the development of micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises, with a special focus on agro-industry and youth capacity-building, with direct participation of the communities involved, and provide access to domestic, regional and international markets through a combination of appropriate financing and technological support services;

b) We propose the addition of the following paragraphs:
i) Identify clear targets in respect to issues of technology transfer, capacity building and meeting the demands of the digital divide.
ii) Promote mechanisms to ensure greater access and ownership of land by vulnerable groups such as young farmers and indeginous peoples.
6) We propose to add a new paragraph in Chapter IX under paragraph 23:

Encourage, procure and expand the dedication of financial recourses to the international, national and local level to:

i) Ensure youth participation in all levels of planning and decision-making for sustainable development.
ii) Promote capacity-building for youth, including scholarships and increased research grant opportunities, for research and academic work on sustainable development for young people.  Encourage youth exchanges between developed and developing nations for students studying development issues.

iii)  Finance youth proposals for sustainable development, particularly supporting for-youth, by-youth initiatives.
We propose a new item in Chapter IX, paragraph 24:

Promote integrated multistakeholder participation in international and regional trade negotiations, particularly with respect to substantive youth engagement.

7) We propose the following amendment to Paragraph 26(c) in Chapter IX:

Promote and advance formal, non-formal and informal education, from the primary to postsecondary levels, and enhance public awareness needed to promote sustainable development, including environment education.  Promote and provide assistance, with support of the international community, to national education action plans and programmes that are relevant to local conditions and needs.  Recognise the educational community as a fundamental force in implementing sustainable development and ensure their input into the WSSD process.
8) We propose to add a new item in Chapter IX under paragraph 27:

Support comprehensive youth empowerment programs in the educational, vocational, and political sectors, particularly at local and national levels.

9) We propose to add a new paragraph in Chapter IX after paragraph 35:

Increase access to the computer technology and the Internet for the population of developing countries and countries with economies in transition, especially young people.  Provide technical, technological and financial support to these countries to increase computer literacy and exchange of information, particularly with concern for the digital divide.

