
Kanta Kumari, GEF, highlights common themes
emerging from the GEF roundtables, including
an emphasis on communities, the importance
of coordination among converging agendas, the
need to replicate and scale up successful mod-
els, and the crucial role of partnerships and
strategic alliances.  

Hutton Archer, GEF, introduced this event, which reviewed the findings of three high-level
roundtables on sustainable energy, forests, and land, water and food security convened by
the GEF as part of its involvement in the WSSD. He noted that a final roundtable on financ-
ing the environment and sustainable development would take place on 4 June in Bali.

Kanta Kumari, GEF, highlighted the recommendations formulated by the energy round-
table, which call for, inter alia: government establishment of targets and timetables;
mechanisms to facilitate markets for clean energy; environmental and social energy sec-
tor reforms; capacity building for regulation, policy, and good business; new financial
mechanisms and institutions; and strategic alliances among governments, NGOs and
the private sector. The land, water and food security roundtable recommended: a shift
from single-sector to integrated approaches; development and adoption of environmen-
tally sound technologies; agricultural research; strengthened partnerships; and capacity
building. The forests roundtable recommended the development of a new generation of
institutions to holistically address forest issues; generation and assessment of forest-
related knowledge; the development of effective and innovative financial arrangements
for forest conservation; and greater private sector involvement in solutions. 

John Kellenberg, Regional Unit for Technical Assistance (RUTA), presented a case
study on developing markets for environmental services. He described an environmen-
tal services programme implemented in Costa Rica to reduce deforestation and
increase incomes from forest production activities to make them competitive with alter-
native land uses. He explained that 100,000 hectares of land have been contracted as
forest conservation easements in priority areas, and a financial instrument has been
established to support conservation easements. He said the programme has enhanced
capacity by working with the smallest landowners and contracting NGOs to secure their
involvement, and strengthening the national forestry programme's monitoring system.
He noted that RUTA is seeking to scale up the programme in Central America, and
working to identify new buyers of environmental services, determine businesses' will-
ingness to pay, and encourage businesses to value forests' environmental services. 

Discussion: Participants discussed several issues regarding the Costa Rica programme,
including: its sustainability with regard to NGO participation; the benefits to indigenous peo-
ples; difficulties with expanding it to other Central American countries given their different
land tenure systems; alternative uses of forests; complexities in determining the economic
costs of environmental services; and the sharing of benefits at the community level.

John Kellenberg, RUTA, explains that an envi-
ronmental services programme is a mechanism
to contract landowners for the environmental
services their lands produce when they adopt
environmentally friendly land uses and produc-
tion systems.
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New strategies for sustainable
energy, healthy forests, better
land and water management,
and food security
Presented by the Global Environment Facility (GEF)

More information:
http://www.gefweb.org
http://www.ruta.org
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Kanta Kumari <kkumari@worldbank.org>
John Kellenberg <jkellenberg@ruta.org>
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Al Binger, University of the West Indies,
describes the hidden costs of petroleum-
based fuels in increasing the price of locally-
produced goods, making them less competi-
tive in international markets.

Abdulai Darimani, Third World Network - Africa, stressed that mining cannot be consid-
ered sustainable until the inequitable distribution of wealth from mining activities and the
violation of local communities' rights are resolved, and recommended that the WSSD
address the corporate accountability of mining industries. 

Yin Shao Loong, Third World Network, called for discussions at ethical, political and
knowledge-generating levels to address the linkages between climate change and mining. 

Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Tebtebba Foundation, emphasized that, since local communities
do not benefit from mining operations, they should be entitled to prevent them, and
noted the success of some communities in the Philippines in exercising this right. She
also criticized World Bank and export credit agency loans that support destructive min-
ing activities. 

Tracy Glynn, Mining Advocacy Network, presented a case study on the adverse impacts
of mining on the environment, local communities, and human rights in Indonesia. She
also described her organization's advocacy against unsustainable mining, and called for
a corporate accountability system in the mining sector.

Clare Stark, Mineral Policy Center, presented the NGOs Global Mining Campaign, which
highlights violations of human, environmental and indigenous peoples' rights by mining
industries, and introduced its report entitled Digging Deep: Is Modern Mining
Sustainable?

Abdulai Darimani, Third World Network-
Africa, dismisses the view that mining is a
catalyst for economic growth in developing
countries, stating that, in reality, the bene-
fits of mining activities are channelled out
of domestic economies. 
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Mining and sustainable development - two
apparently contradictory concepts: Challenges
for the WSSD
Presented by Third World Network - Africa 

Irene Freudenschuss-Reichl, UNIDO, introduced UNIDO's role in addressing energy use
among small island developing States (SIDS), with a view to the formulation of Type II initiatives.

Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Samoa, highlighted the Barbados Programme of Action as a key
vehicle for regional and inter-regional cooperation, and underscored that energy efficiency
has become a top priority for small island States. He emphasized the need to maximize
renewable energy use and address the 70% of rural small island State communities lack-
ing access to electricity, and highlighted the potential for inter-regional cooperation and UN
system involvement in improving education and public awareness on energy issues
among small island State populations.

Espen Ronneberg, UNDESA, presented an overview of energy issues within the Barbados
Programme of Action, and identified patterns of common interest among small island
States with similar natural resources, human resources, and externalities. He presented a
SIDS perspective on, inter alia: energy efficiency enhancement; regional cooperation; pro-
gramme successes and failures; and the use of tariffs and customs reform to foster the
use of renewable energy sources.

Al Binger, University of the West Indies, addressed current energy use among small island
States, and possibilities for a more sustainable paradigm of energy use. He stated that
SIDS generally do not have specialized energy regimes but rely on petroleum-derived
fuels and inefficient usage patterns, noting inter-linkages of these problems with social sta-
bility, agricultural productivity, and national balances of payment. Binger highlighted poten-
tial improvements in areas such as inter-sectoral coordination for the utilization of agricul-
tural and waste byproducts, the use of electric vehicles, and further development of solar
and water-based energy sources.

Discussion: Participants addressed several issues, including: a national goal in St. Lucia
to generate 100% of its energy from renewable sources; benefits and costs of energy pri-
vatization; the use of tariffs to support conversion to electric vehicles; financing of energy
investments; energy savings from compact fluorescent lighting; and the protection of ener-
gy equipment from hurricanes.

(Continued on page 4)

More information:
http://www.unido.org
http://www.sidsnet.org
http://www.uwimona.edu.jm/units/uwiced

Contact:
Irene Freudenschuss-Reichl 

<freudenschuss-reichl@un.org>
Tuiloma Neroni Slade
<nslade@bigplanet.com>
Espen Ronneberg <ronneberg@un.org>
Al Binger <yengar@cwjamaica.com>

Energy for sustainable development of SIDS
Presented by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)

http://www.unido.org
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Frances Seymour, WRI, presented the Access Initiative, a global coalition of civil society
groups promoting national implementation of commitments to access to information, participa-
tion, and justice in decision making that affects the environment.

Elena Petkova, Access Initiative, noted that access and participation underlie Principle 10 of
the Rio Declaration, and explained that the Access Initiative brings together more than 30 civil
society groups to strengthen capacity in tracking implementation of access and participation
guidelines and in raising awareness and government commitment to Principle 10. She
described how member groups have conducted national assessments to examine legal struc-
tures and the practical implementation of these commitments in their countries.

Access Initiative coalition members from ten organizations in nine countries presented
accounts illustrating successes and failures in information access, participation and justice.
These case studies addressed, inter alia: a new national transparency and information
access law in Mexico; failure to disclose fire safety data in India; the collection of air quality
monitoring data in Chile; lapses in small-scale industry data collection in Thailand; the
Electronic Freedom of Information Act Amendments in the US; conflicting sector- and nation-
al-level disclosure laws in Indonesia; the establishment of NGOs' right to sue and exemption
from fees in Hungary; and participatory establishment of national forestry policy in Uganda.

Discussion: The ensuing discussion addressed, inter alia: the importance of regional perspectives in evaluating participation and
access; the role of the media in building public awareness; existing national indicators and statistics; public capacity in taking
advantage of access rights; collaboration with parliamentarians; communities' roles in collecting as well as accessing information;
linkages with good governance; and transparency in negotiations outside the environmental arena.

Implementing Principle 10: The
Access Initiative 
Presented by the Access Initiative Core Team: Advocates Coalition for Development and
Environment, Corporación PARTICIPA, Environmental Management and Law Association,
Thailand Environment Institute, and the World Resources Institute (WRI) 
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Thabo Madihlaba, Environmental
Justice Networking Forum, describes
public participation in the establish-
ment of a legal framework for environ-
mental decision making in South Africa.

Working together on gender equity: Major
groups explore mainstreaming gender in sus-
tainable development
Presented by the Women's Environment and Development Organization (WEDO)

Jocelyn Dow, WEDO, called for cooperation among all major groups to ensure that the WSSD prioritizes gender issues and creates
a context for implementation of women's agendas. 

Kristen Sukalac, International Fertilizer Industry Association (IFIA), emphasized that, from the business perspective, the major gen-
der issue is women's access to education. She also noted that the gender issue is about both women and men. 

Ching Chabo, International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), highlighted the importance of: women's employment as
the key to poverty eradication; prevention of sexual harassment; and women's involvement in community activities.

Kate Hamilton, International Council for Science, noted that the promotion of gender equality in science has been identified by the
scientific and technological community as a key means of improving its input in sustainable development. She said the ability of
women to think across issues and link scientific research to real-life needs is crucial for advances in science for development, and
emphasized the need for the prioritization of women's education, gender balance in the workplace, and research on women's issues. 

Giuseppe Gamba, World Association of Cities and Local Authorities Coordination (WACLAC), noted that women remain a minority
in local governments, and stressed his organization's commitment to promoting women's participation in public activities and politi-
cal decision-making processes, and to implementing grassroots projects and programmes to enable women's participation in the
economic development of their communities.

Discussion: Delegates addressed, inter alia: legal discrimination against women; the impacts of war on women; women's security;
and the need to ensure equitable participation by women in the WSSD process and strengthen lobbying for the prioritization of
women's issues in the WSSD agenda. 

Left to right:
Jocelyn Dow,
WEDO;
Giuseppe
Gamba,
WACLAC;
Kristen
Sukalac, IFIA;
and Ching
Chabo, ICFTU.

More information:
http://www.accessinitiative.org

Contact:
Frances Seymour <francess@wri.org>
Elena Petkova <elenap@wri.org>

More information:
http://www.wedo.org
http://www.fertilizer.org
http://icftu-apro.org
http://www.icsu.org

Contact:
Kristen Sukalac <ksukalac@fertilizer.org>
Ching Chabo <ching@icftu-apro.org>
Kate Hamilton <katie@icsu.org>
Giuseppe Gamba 

<asseambi@provincia.torino.it>
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http://www.icsu.org


Fanny Calder, RIIA's Sustainable Development Programme, outlined the elements need-
ed to make Type II partnerships work: clear guidelines and a transparent and credible
selection process; strong participation from a wide range of stakeholders; trusted and
neutral facilitation; funding; a clear framework to facilitate linkages between Type I and
Type II outcomes and among Type II outcomes on similar issues; strong linkages between
international Type II partnerships and existing country-led processes; and a strong follow-
up process, with clear reporting guidelines, assessment of progress in delivering on
WSSD commitments, coordination of Type II partnerships on similar issues, and identifi-
cation of areas requiring new or additional partnership activity.

Dave Moorcroft, BP, stressed the need to develop a shared understanding of the purpose
and added value of partnerships, and to focus on outcomes rather than outputs, on impact
rather than process, and on performance. 

Bongiwe Njobe, South Africa, said the greatest risk with voluntary partnerships stems from
the difficulty of measuring their impacts on intended objectives, and stressed the need for
clarity on guidelines, parameters, instruments of measurement, and intended beneficiaries.
She said complementarity of Type II outcomes is crucial, and noted that their value will only
be realized when Type I outcomes are solidified. 

Jonathan Margolis, US, emphasized that proposed partnerships must be credible and
well-developed, yet not so prescriptive that they are inflexible. He noted the absence of
formal discussions on partnerships at PrepCom IV thus far, and suggested that the UN
devote resources to facilitating some. He stated that major groups, as well as govern-
ments and the UN, must adapt and develop new skills to form partnerships and implement
their objectives. 

Katherine Short, WWF, welcomed the opportunity of the WSSD to announce partnerships,
but stressed that partnerships cannot be a substitute for action by governments. She stat-
ed that civil society will support the evolution of partnerships when certain core conditions
that enable them to work are established. 

Nitin Desai, WSSD Secretary-General, explained that part of the Secretariat's motivation
in promoting partnerships is the political necessity of expanding the range of civil society
organizations involved in UN activities beyond advocacy groups to those implementing
projects on the ground, in order to better enable the UN to operationalize the multitude of
multilateral environmental agreements. 

Adnan Amin, UNEP, recognized that international institutions must adapt to the new era of
multilateralism and that partnerships are key in this respect, but stressed the importance of
defining their parameters, specificity of activities, and legitimacy and monitoring mechanisms.

Jan Kára, Czech Republic, highlighted the multiplicity of different visions for partnerships, noting considerable mistrust and uncer-
tainty. He emphasized the promotion of education and training in sustainable development and development cooperation, and the
importance of embracing people from developing countries in this framework. 

Issue #4  WSSD PC-IV  |  Friday, 31 May 2002 ENB on the side Page 4

Fanny Calder, RIIA's Sustainable
Development Programme, explains that
multi-stakeholder partnerships are groupings
of stakeholders coming together to create
change, and can perform a wide range of
functions, including sharing information,
developing guidelines for best practice, and
developing and delivering action plans for
implementation.

More information:
http://www.riia.org

Contact:
Fanny Calder <fanny.calder@dial.pipex.com>
Dave Moorcroft <moorcrdl@bp.com>
Bongiwe Njobe <dg@nda.agric.za>
Katherine Short <kshort@wwf.org.au>

Gabriel Rivas Ducca, Friends of the Earth International, called on the WSSD to restore sustainability and essential elements of good gover-
nance and justice in mining. He also called for effective reduction of mining activities, changes in the culture of consumption, an independ-
ent international tribunal for mining-related crimes, and an end to the destructive economic cycle of mining fuelled by financial institutions.

Manny Pino, the Scottsdale Community, US, described his community as a living example of the disastrous consequences of unsus-
tainable uranium mining, emphasizing that neither the mining industry nor the federal government took real action to address these
problems. He highlighted the global character of the mining industry, and called on the WSSD to ensure accountability of the mining
industry and national governments.

Mining and sustainable development
(Continued from page 2)

WSSD partnerships for implementation (Type II
outcomes): Monitoring, institutional and
process issues 
Presented by the Royal Institute of International Affairs (RIIA)

More information:
http://www.twnside.org.sg
http://www.tebtebba.org
http://www.jatam.org
http://www.globalminingcampaign.org/theminingnews.html
http://www.sc.maricopa.edu

Contact:
Abdulai Darimani <twnafrica@ghana.org>
Yin Shao Loong <twnkl@po.jaring.my>
Victoria Tauli-Corpuz <vco@skyinet.net>
Tracy Glynn <jatam@jatam.org>
Clare Stark <cstark@mineralpolicy.org>
Gabriel Rivas Ducca <coecoat@sol.racsa.co.cr> 
Manny Pino <manny.pino@sccmail.maricopa.edu>
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