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MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS OF THE AMERICAS


MONTREAL, MARCH 29-30, 2001





Annotated Agenda





ITEM 1:  THE CHALLENGES OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT IN A


              CHANGING HEMISPHERE:  THE NEED FOR INNOVATION 








Guest Speaker: Thomas Homer-Dixon, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and Director, Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Toronto





Facilitator:  Alicia Bárcena, Director of Environment and Human Settlements, UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 








Throughout the hemisphere, economic integration is becoming a fact of life.  For some countries the impacts of economic integration are significant, fast-moving and dramatic; for others the impacts are less intense.  No country, however, is left untouched by the phenomenon of greater economic convergence with hemispheric partners - be they big or small. Increased economic activity, population growth and demographic change are placing additional stress on ecosystems and the stock of natural capital.  





Environment ministries face the challenge of designing environmental management systems suited to the changing social and economic realities in the hemisphere, while ensuring that the impacts of economic integration and development are balanced with environmental integrity.  As these pressures have increased, the capacity and range of policy instruments available to Environment ministries have expanded only marginally.  For the most part we remain dependent on the command-and-control approaches of the past.  At the same time, the potential to extend the reach of environment action and achieve real progress exists:





leading firms in our economies are demonstrating that environmental action can be  profitable;





scientists and engineers organized in networks are achieving synergetic effects and accelerating the pace of change; and





environmental and social groups are showing how partnerships plus strategic use of available information technologies can be combined to influence corporate activities, government decisions and to shape the public agenda. 





The potential for innovation in our economies and societies has never been greater.  The challenge is to harness this progress for environmental improvements.  Three areas of activity stand out as potential elements for environmental innovation:





Information.  Timely, accurate and coherent environmental information is essential to sustainable decision-making at every level.  The current lack of reliable environmental information - supported by a robust science and monitoring capacity - is a major hurdle to achieving the broad based social action necessary.  For example, improved science, improved monitoring and improved early warning systems can lessen the vulnerability of citizens and reduce the impacts on our economies caused by natural hazards such as, inter alia, floods, hurricanes, earthquake, or drought.





Incentives.  While examples of firms who profitably combine environmental, economic and social responsibilities abound, they remain outside of the mainstream of business theory and activities.  More needs to be done to establish incentives for sustainable economic activity, by using all the tools available (regulations, economic instruments and voluntary approaches).    





Partnerships.   There are limits to what governments can accomplish alone.  Partnerships, and building shared agendas with industry, environmental groups, communities and academia are a key strategy for achieving positive synergies.





Ministers would benefit from a broad environmental policy discussion, to share views and perspectives on the changing environment and emerging trends caused by increasing economic integration.  The following are some questions which could be addressed: 





What are the changes, trends and pressures that we see in our individual countries as a result of increasing economic integration?





Are there particular areas or sectors where we should focus our efforts (e.g., transportation corridors, impact on coast lines, deforestation)?





Do we have the appropriate frameworks, processes, laws, procedures and technical/scientific resources in place to manage the environmental pressures associated with increasing economic integration?





How can we enhance our environmental protection and conservation efforts through mechanisms for public participation?
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ITEM 2 - ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH:  UNDERSTANDING THE LINKAGES 








Guest Speaker:  Mauricio Pardón, Director of Environmental Health, Pan American Health Organization 





Facilitator:  Elizabeth Dowdeswell, former Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme








Health is one of the most powerful arguments in support of environmental policy-making.  There is a growing recognition in Canada and around the world that the links between human health and environmental quality require further attention, particularly those relating to mortality and morbidity among the most vulnerable groups such as children.  In its Draft Regional Environmental Strategy for Latin America and the Caribbean (August 7, 2000), the World Bank notes that “recent estimates suggest that premature death and illness due to major environmental health risks accounts for one-fifth of the burden of disease in the developing world - comparable to malnutrition (15 percent) and larger than all other preventable risk factors and groups of disease causes.” 





Ministers could have a general discussion on environmental health.  Given the fact that it is a common problem across the hemisphere, it is proposed that a particular focus be given to air pollution in large cities.  Air quality could serve to illustrate the environment and health interface.  The objective of the discussion would be to improve our understanding of environmental linkages to health in order to help shape policies that will avoid or reduce health problems from environmental threats in the hemisphere.  This would help set the stage for further regional and global initiatives, including at the ministerial level, on environment and health.





The discussion could focus on the following points:





Taking stock of the situation:  what are the most critical problems related to air pollution in large cities and how can we best  deal with them?





What are the strategic areas for cooperation in order to enhance the protection of human health, including children’s health?





How to better develop partnerships with civil society and the private sector  to ensure that human health and the environment are safeguarded for the long-term.�



ITEM 3 - CONSERVATION OF BIODIVERSITY IN HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS








Guest Speaker:  Yolanda Kakabadse, President of the World Conservation Union (IUCN)





Facilitator: Russell A. Mittermeier, President, Conservation International 








Countries of the Americas are stewards to a wealth of biological diversity, vast coast lines and they share many ecosystems.  Watersheds span borders.  Migratory birds often rely on habitat (including forests and agricultural areas) in several countries.  There is an advantage to Canada and the rest of the countries in the hemisphere in working together.  The ecosystems we share, whether forest or aquatic ecosystems, that support our natural heritage and day to day activities, are best managed as a whole.  Many of these ecosystems are under stress as a result of human activities. Building on previous Summits, which called for improving the exchange of information and experiences related to the protection, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, Ministers could explore how to enhance cooperation in order to improve access to information on biodiversity across the hemisphere.  Issues that could be addressed include:





Lessons learned:  regional and sub-regional approaches to conservation of biodiversity;





Improving compatibility of data across nations to allow better analysis and understanding of trends in biodiversity;





How to enhance citizen engagement and partnerships;





Strengthening linkages and networks within the hemisphere.
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