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The EU and its Partners: Taking the Lead in Energy for 
Sustainable Development

Facilitator Neil Hirst, IEA, opened the side event, calling for strong political action to 
step up energy effi ciency, decarbonize the energy supply, and focus research and 
development efforts on technologies to eliminate carbon from the transport sector. 

Sigmar Gabriel, Federal Environment Minister of Germany, said that investment in 
renewable energy and better energy effi ciency pays off, citing Germany’s renewable 
energy sector, currently worth over 21 billion euro annually and employing 200,000 
people. He urged CSD-15 not to simply repeat the agreements from WSSD, but to 
commit to strong action-oriented outcomes, including targets, which can be the basis 
of a global regime, not just a European one. 

Stavros Dimas, EC Commissioner for Environment, unveiled the EU’s package of 
measures on energy and climate change, including a unilateral commitment to reduce 
EU emissions by 20%, and by 30% if other developed countries agree to reduce 
their own emissions by 20%. On international cooperation, he hoped that the EU's 
carbon trading system could link in with future systems in other developed countries, 
and announced a global energy effi ciency and renewable energy fund for technology 
transfer, initially focusing on sub-Saharan Africa, currently totaling 120 million euros.

Hassan Younes, Minister of Electricity and Energy, Egypt, shared his country's 
experience in energy and sustainable development, including large grid-connected 
wind farms in the Red Sea region developed with support from Denmark, Germany, 
Spain and Japan. He added that Africa has huge potential hydropower resources and 
good potential sites for wind and thermal-solar power generation. Announcing Egypt’s 
plan to achieve 20% renewable energy by 2020, he underlined the valuable role of 
bilateral and regional cooperation between developed and developing countries for 
renewable energy technology transfer.

Mika Ohbayashi, Director of the Institute for Sustainable Energy Policies, Japan, 
outlined civil society actions to promote renewable energy in her country, including a 
“Citizens’ Windmill” project under which several large-scale wind turbines have been 
built, with a signifi cant amount of the total construction cost fi nanced by local people's 
direct investment. She called for binding renewable energy targets, a concrete CSD 
review process, and a non-nuclear, non-fossil fuel energy future.

Participants discussed subsidies and market distortions, energy savings in the 
transport sector, CDM’s paucity of projects in small island developing states and sub-
Saharan Africa, and the diffi culty of preparing CDM projects.

More information:
http://www.ren21.net/ 
http://www.iea.org 
http://www.bmu.de/english/aktu-
ell/4152.php
http://www.moee.gov.eg/english/e-fr-
main.htm 
http://www.isep.or.jp/e/Eng_index.html  

Contacts:
Neil Hirst <neil.hirst@iea.org> 
Stavros Dimas 
<stavros.dimas@ec.europa.eu> 
Mika Ohbayashi <mika@isep.or.jp>

Presented by the EC, the German Presidency of the EU, and REN 21

When asked whether lowering speed limits 
would reduce emissions from cars, Sigmar 
Gabriel, Federal Environment Minister of 
Germany, replied that developing more 
efficient motors and cleaner fuels would 
be a better long-term solution.
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Adaptation to Climate Change – What Makes the 
Caribbean Vulnerable

Alfonso Pecoraro Scanio, Minister of Environment, 
Land and Sea, Italy, emphasized that international 
cooperation can have an immense impact on 
fighting catastrophic climate change.

More information:
http://www.cmcc.it:8080/web/public/home/ 
http://www.caricom.org/jsp/community/ccccc.
jsp?menu=community 
http://www.undp.org.cu/crmi 
http://www.minambiente.it

Contacts:
Antonio Navarra <navarra@bo.iugr.it>
Kenrick Leslie <kenleslie@bellsouth.net>
Karen Bernard <karen.bernard@undp.org>
Corrado Clini <clini.corrado@minambiente.it>

Alfonso Pecoraro Scanio, Minister for the Environment, Land and Sea, 
Italy, said that addressing climate change is an international issue requiring 
international cooperation. He highlighted an Italian initiative with Pacifi c 
Island nations to transfer renewable energy technology, which he hoped to 
expand to the Caribbean due to its vulnerability to climate change and lack 
of resources to adequately address adaptation. Scanio also said that Italy is 
examining ways to reduce carbon emissions produced by energy production, 
transportation and deforestation.

H. Elizabeth Thompson, Minister of Energy and Environment, Barbados, 
voiced her gratifi cation for Italy’s continued support and recognition of 
the extent to which climate change is a problem for the Caribbean, and 
emphasized that it is now accepted that climate change will not only have 
environmental impacts, but also economic ones. She underscored the 
continued need for international recognition of small island developing states’ 
vulnerability to climate change. 

Antonio Navarra, Euro-Mediterranean Centre for Climate Change, discussed 
the Centre’s work, noting that it focuses on climate modeling and data set 
gathering to study climate variability. He said that the Centre examines 
predictions of GHG emissions, assesses the economic value of the impacts 
of climate change and how it affects various sectors, and provides seasonal 
forecasts. 

Kenrick Leslie, Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre, explained 
the Caribbean’s vulnerability to climate change, including its seasonal 
hurricane activity, and said that sea level rise, higher sea water temperatures, 
increasingly severe hurricanes and changing rainfall patterns could have 
severe impacts on the region. 

Karen Bernard, UNDP, discussed the Caribbean Risk Management Initiative, 
saying that it is designed to build capacity within the Caribbean region to 
address the growing occurrence of natural hazards and environmental 
risks, as well as to emphasize the concept of climate change and social 
vulnerability through South-South cooperation. 

Corrado Clini, Director General, Ministry for the Environment, Land and 
Sea, Italy, suggested a joint work plan for Italy and Belize’s climate centers 
to examine the similarities and differences in adaptation, prediction and risk 
management in the Mediterranean and the Caribbean. 

Participants discussed the need for linkages between the UN International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction project and the Caribbean Community, and 
the need to involve Haiti and Cuba in effective climate risk management. 

Presented by the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre

Kenrick Leslie, Caribbean Community Climate 
Change Centre, highlighted his interest in 
collaborating with international partners to provide 
support for CDM institutional arrangements and 
projects on energy efficiency, renewable energy 
and biofuels.
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Global Village Energy Partnership – 
Action Programme for Access to 
Energy

Sarah Adams, Global Village Energy Partnership (GVEP) International, 
highlighted that in 2006, the GVEP Partnership Board founded GVEP 
International, and said that the new business plan focuses on providing 
energy access funds, technical support and capacity building in developing 
countries to help develop energy supply chains.

Moderator Peter Davies, DFID, announced DFID’s 4 million pound 
programme to support the GVEP's institutional capacity to maximize 
resources provided by donors, who include the World Bank, UNDP and the 
Russian Government.

Olav Kjørven, UNDP, said that UNDP was one of the founding members 
of GVEP, highlighted UNDP’s support of GVEP energy projects to provide 
modern energy services to meet the MDGs in East Africa, and looked forward 
to continued collaboration within the Partnership. 

Vitaly Churkin, Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to 
the UN, highlighted his country’s US $30 million contribution to GVEP 
International from 2007-2010 to scale up its work on addressing energy 
poverty in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Jamal Saghir, World Bank, said that the Russian Government’s large 
contribution would help the organization to scale up their activities. He 
challenged GVEP to play a fundamental role in helping the private sector to 
deliver off-grid energy and leverage pre-investment support for SMEs. 

Paula Dobriansky, Under Secretary of State, US State Department, said 
that the US was also a founding partner of GVEP, and highlighted public-
private partnerships as an important tool to help developing countries meet 
development goals.

Jacqueline Coté, World Business Council for Sustainable Development 
(WBCSD), noted her belief that support to SMEs is critical for building 
sustainable supply chains. She said that WBCSD is therefore looking at ways 
to link its associated companies with local energy projects, highlighting that 
BP is looking into the improved cooking stoves programme.

Participants discussed the need for adapting technologies to the local 
situation, providing affordable off-grid energy access that can generate 
income in Africa, and supporting institutional capacity.

Jamal Saghir, World Bank, hoped to see GVEP 
work with the “Lighting Africa” initiative aimed 
at providing 250 million people in Sub-Saharan 
Africa with access to non-fossil fuel based, low 
cost, safe and reliable lighting products with 
associated basic energy services by 2030.

More information:
http://www.dfid.gov.uk
http://www.gvep.org
http://www.undp.org
http://www.worldbank.org
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.wbcsd.ch/templates/
TemplateWBCSD5/layout.asp?MenuID=1

Contacts:
Peter Davies <p-davies@dfid.gov.uk>
Sarah Adams <sarah.adams@gvep.org>
Olav Kjørven <olav.kjorven@undp.org>
Jamal Saghir <jsaghir@worldbank.org>
Jacqueline Coté <cote@wbcsd.org>

Paula Dobriansky, Under Secretary of State, US 
State Department, described the “Lights For All” 
program in Brazil, a partnership including GVEP 
and USAID that has provided energy services to 1.5 
million people. She underscored the importance 
of monitoring to improve the programmes and 
aggregate the lessons learned.

Presented by the Department for International Development 
(DFID), UK
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International Trade, Climate 
Change and Sustainable Energy 
Transition

Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz, Executive Director of ICTSD, introduced the event 
by highlighting the need to consider the links between international trade 
issues and CSD-15 topics, particularly given that many aspects of subsidies, 
taxes, government procurement, intellectual property and other technical 
trade-related issues have arisen during CSD-15.

Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP, said that environmental concerns, 
as exemplifi ed by climate change issues, are beginning to defi ne tomorrow’s 
market. He suggested that WTO rules may be preventing countries from 
introducing renewable energy targets, and sought further examination of the 
issue. 

Ian Pearson, Minister for Climate Change and the Environment, UK, said 
that a successful post-2012 climate regime is unlikely without a strong 
international trade dimension, and called for the trade policy and climate 
change “communities” to start working together. He suggested that free trade 
in low- and zero-carbon technologies would provide real opportunities for the 
developing world to supply sustainable goods and services to the developed 
world. 

Corrado Clini, Director General, Ministry for the Environment, Land and 
Sea, Italy, supported involving the WTO in climate change discussions. On 
bioenergy, he pointed out that sugarcane-based ethanol is greatly superior to 
corn-based ethanol for reducing carbon emissions and keeping food prices 
stable. 

Following a discussion of international trade and agriculture issues, Steiner 
concluded that the next round of trade talks would need to have energy at its 
center. Some panelists suggested that real progress may need to wait until 
after the confl ictive Doha Round, so that a process of rebuilding international 
trust can commence, and environmental concepts are no longer “bracketed 
out” of trade discussions.

Presented by the International Centre for Trade and 
Sustainable Development (ICTSD), UNEP and the Italian 
Ministry of the Environment, Land and Sea

More information:
http://www.ictsd.org/ 
http://www.unep.org/ 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.minambiente.it/ 

Contact:
Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz <rmelendez@ictsd.ch> 
Corrado Clini <clini.corrado@minambiente.it>

Corrado Clini, Director General, Ministry for 
the Environment, Land and Sea, Italy, warned 
developed countries against creating tariff 
barriers for imported sugarcane-based ethanol, 
saying it would create a very expensive subsidy 
policy, remove a major development opportunity 
for tropical countries, and destroy the possibility 
of using bioenergy as an efficient tool for reducing 
global emissions. 

Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP, said that 
the sustainability concerns relating to biofuels 
must be addressed properly from the beginning, 
pointing out the tremendous setbacks that the 
nuclear and GMO industries suffered as a result 
of failing to do so.

This side event addressed the outcomes of the second meeting of the Forum of Energy Ministers of Africa 
held in Maputo, Mozambique from 28-30 March 2007. A detailed report of this side event will be available 
on the IISD RS Africa Regional Coverage website http://www.iisd.ca/africa/ on Tuesday, 15 May 2007.

Ensuring Energy Security and Sustainability in Africa
Presented by the Forum of Energy Ministers of Africa
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