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The 21st Special Session of the UN General Assembly took place
at UN headquartersin New York from 30 June- 2 July 1999, fiveyears
after the historic Internationa Conference on Population and Devel op-
ment (ICPD) in Cairo. Delegates at the 21st Special Session undertook
anoverall review and appraisal of implementation of the Programme
of Action (POA) of the ICPD.

During the course of thethree-day Special Session, 159 high-level
government officials delivered statements on the review and appraisal
of POA implementation in Plenary sessionsin the General Assembly
Hall. An Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole (COW) was established to
hear statementsfrom UN specialized agencies and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and to compl ete negoti-
ations on the document containing key actionsfor thefurther imple-

adopted by 179 countries, underscores the integral and mutually re
forcing linkages between population and development and endors
new rights-based strategy focused on meeting the needs of individ
women and men rather than on achieving demographic targets. A
primary goal of the POA is to make family planning universally ava
able by 2015 as part of a broadened approach to reproductive heal
and rights. It includes other time-bound population and developme
goals for 1995-2015, including the reduction of infant, child and
maternal mortality and provision of universal access to education,
especially for girls. The POA provides estimates of the levels of
national resources and international assistance required for intpler
tation and calls on governments to make those resources available
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION FOR A SPECIAL
SESSION: In Resolution 52/188 of 18 December 1997, the UN
General Assembly (GA) decided to convene a Special Sessionifron
June-2 July 1999 to review and appraise implementation of the ICF
POA. The GA emphasized that existing agreements contained in tf

mentation of the ICPD POA. This document, “Key Actions for the POA should not be renegotiated. The GA designated the Commiss
Further Implementation of the ICPD,” sets out a series of recommeji Population and Development (CPD) as the preparatory body for
dations on population and development concerns, gender equalitySpecial Session and the 32nd session of the CPD in March 1999 a
equity and empowerment of women, reproductive rights and repropreparatory Committee (PrepCom). The Population Division of the

ductive health, partnerships and collaborations, and mobilizing
resources.

After four months of strenuous negotiations leading up to the the ICPD review process leading up to the Special Session.
Special Session, delegates left New York exhausted but with a sense of

UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) and U

N

Population Fund (UNFPA) were asked to collaborate and coordina

satisfaction with the outcome of the ICPD+5 review process. What INTHISISSUE

started as a process dogged with contention and concerns that the

outcome could mirror the disappointments of the Rio+5 process | A Brief History of the ICPD+5Process . ...............|. 1

concluded with a more inspired and action-oriented roadmap for

charting future implementation of the landmark Cairo consensus thaHcPD+5S Report . ......... ... .o i 2

many had expected. The resulting document recommending key [ Committee of the Whole .. .......... FERTE TR 3

actions for further implementation in the coming years not only Key Actions for the Further Implementation of

confirmed the consensus on the POA but also re-energized the the Programme of Action of the International

momentum and enthusiasm needed to implement its provisions. Conference on Population and Development. .. . . .. 3

Final Sessionofthe COW . .................... 10
A BRIEFHISTORY OF THE ICPD+5PROCESS ClosingPlenary .......... ... .. 10
ICPD: The International Conference on Population and Develdp- . .

ment was held in Cairo, Egypt, from 5-13 September 1994. An est]- A Brief Analysisof ICPD+5 .. ...................... 12

mated 20,000 government delegates, UN representatives, NGOs pnd, .

media attended the conference, which adopted a 16-chapter r‘L?hmgs toLookFor ....... .. ... . . 13

Programme of Action on population and development. The POA,
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THE HAGUE FORUM: Thelnternational Forum for theOpera=  POA advocacy by parliamentarians, and resource mobilization. Mor
tional Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the ICPD POA  over, delegates had insufficient time to consider another 13 para-
(The Hague Forum) took placefrom 8-12 February 1999 in The graphs, including the latter half of the sub-section on adolescent sext
Hague, the Netherlands. The Hague Forum was an integral part of the  and reproductive health. It was agreed that the PrepCom would resul
ICPD+5 review process. Approximately 2000 participants, including  just prior to the Special Session in order to complete negotiations on
ministersand other high-level government officials, parliamentarians, the remaining bracketed paragraphs.

representatives of UN specialized agencies, intergovernmental and The PrepCom resumed for four days just prior to the Special
non-governmental organizations, youth, and the media attended the Session, from 24-25 and 28-29 June 1999, in an effort to complete
Forum, which was organized by UNFPA and hosted by the Dutch negotiations on the 29 bracketed paragraphs. At the close of the

government. The goals of the Forum wereto: examinelessonslearned, resumed PrepCom on 29 June, delegates had reached agreement ¢
success stories, obstacles and constraintsto enablefurther implemen-  of these paragraphs, leaving the 16 most contentious paragraphs,
tation of the POA,; allow for exchange among countriesfacingsimilar  including the introductory paragraph and several relating to adolesce
experiences; bring together awide variety of partnersto refocus sexual and reproductive health, abortion and mobilizing resources, f
commitment on popul ation and devel opment; and provide technical further negotiation by the COW of the Special Session.

inputsto the Special Session. The Forum assessed country-level opera-

tional and programme experience in POA implementation, focusing |CPD+5REPORT
on five substantive themes: creating an enabling environment for the Jorge Pérez-Otermin, Chair of the Delegation of Uruguay, opene
further implementation of the POA; gender equality, equity and the 21st Special Session of the UN General Assembly for the review

empowerment of women; reproductive h?’a“h'_i”d uding family plan- 54 appraisal of implementation of the ICPD POA. Delegates
ning and sexual health and reproductiverights; strengthening partner- - gpnointed a Credentials Committee with the same membership as tr

ships; and resource flows and financing for POA implementation. of the 53rd GA: China, the US, the Russian Federation, Fiji, Jamaica
The outcome of the Forum was adraft report that summarizesthe  Mali, New Zealand, Venezuela and Zimbabwe.
findings and proposed actions based on deliberations on these five Didier Opertti, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay and Presi-

themes in the Forum's Main Committee. The report was submitted (@t of the 53rd GA, was elected President of the Special Session. I
the PrepCom and provided input to the Secretary-General's Reporkf@pening remarks, he noted the population and development chal
Fhe Special Sessmn containing proposals for key actions for the furpgﬁées faced by developing countries, and highlighted the need to
implementation of the POA. achieve sustained economic growth in the context of sustainable
ICPD+5PREPARATORY COMMITTEE: The PrepCom for  development while ensuring that all people can reasonably share in't
the Special Session of the UN General Assembly for the review angenefits of such progress. He stressed the importance of mobilizing
appraisal of implementation of the ICPD POA met from 24 March-kesources for POA implementation and called on all countries to give
April 1999 at UN headquarters in New York. The PrepCom'’s task Wagther consideration to the volume of resources they assign to these
to negotiate proposals for key actions for the further implementationsgf,es.
the' PQA in prepara_\tion fo_r the Special Session. Delegates were unablg) Secretary-General Kofi Annan stated that the world has come
to finish their work in the time allotted and extended the session by@nderstand the pressures that consumption patterns and populati
additional day. However, even with this extra meeting, the PrepComgq\th and distribution have on the global environment. He said the
did not complete negotiations. ICPD led to an improved understanding that individual aspirations to
The PrepCom reached agreement on some proposals for key health, security and dignity are the essence of human rights, and tha
actions on population and development concerns; gender equalitysexual and reproductive health is a crucial part of those rights.
equity and empowerment of women; and reproductive rights and Recalling the Cairo agreement to mobilize new financial resources,
reproductive health. However, delegates were unable to agree on noted that developing countries have proven their commitment but
contentious paragraphs onter alia: international migration; sex  require external assistance, and called on delegates to reaffirm pled
education in school curricula; sexual and reproductive health qualiade at Cairo. He said the Special Session provides a unique oppor
and availability; access to information and services on family plannifigy to confront one of the greatest challenges of the coming century
and contraceptive methods; and abortion. Moreover, delegates hagnd wished participants success in their deliberations and with POA
insufficient time to discuss the entire preamble, the sections on pafinplementation over the next five years.
nerships and collaborations and mobilizing resources, and the latter PrepCom Chair Anwarul Chowdhury (Bangladesh) presented the
half of the sub-section on adolescent sexual and reproductive hea'FBport of the PrepCom (A/S-21/2 and Add.1 and 2). He stated that th
The PrepCom decided to schedule informal consultations in early Mgy, com had been open-ended to allow full participation of govern-
in an attempt to complete negotiations in advance of the Special ments, observers, international organizations, NGOs and UN agenci
Session. Noting that negotiations had been difficult yet fruitful, he highlighted
The PrepCom resumed from 5-7 May 1999 for informal consultgybstantial progress and the achievement of consensus on most of t
tions at UN headquarters in New York. Consultations focused on thext. He explained that a limited number of paragraphs remained
preambular section and those on mobilizing resources and partnergfiiganding and would be addressed bg@Hoc Committee of the
and collaborations. Delegates adopaédeferendum 25 paragraphs  Whole (COW). He emphasized that the review of implementation ha
that had been bracketed during the PrepCom in March or had not kggithed the understanding and deepened the consensus on the PC
negotiated previously. However, they could not complete negotiationspesigent Opertti presented the organization of work for the
on the proposals for key actions. They bracketed 16 paragraphs or5pacial Session, as recommended by the PrepCom in A/S-21/2. The
which they were unable to reach consensus, namely on issues relgiR@ary elected the 21 Vice-Presidents and the Chairs of the six Mai
to adolescents, the special needs of refugee women and children, t8§mmittees of the 53rd GA to serve in the same capacity for the
human rights of women and girls, family planning and contraceptivgpecial Session. The Plenary established the COW, and elected
methods, abortion, capacity building for civil society organizations, pnywarul Chowdhury as its Chair. The Plenary agreed to allow
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observers, representatives of regional commissions, UN agenciesand The first paragraph states that POA's objective is to raise human

NGOsto participatein the Specia Session, and adopteditsprovisional  beings’ quality of life and well-being and promote human develop-

agenda (A/S-21/1). ment by recognizing the interrelationships between population and
For the next three days, delegates convened in morning, afternoon ~ development policies.

and evening Plenary sessionsto hear 172 statements on the overall On the need for greater investment in health and education

review and appraisal of implementation of the ICPD POA by high- services for all people, particularly women, the agreed text acknowl-

level officias, including President Alberto Fujimori of Peru, fiveVice- edges the importance of the goal of women’s empowerment and
Presidents or Deputy Prime Ministers, 77 Ministers or Secretaries of autonomy and the improvement of their political, social, economic,

State, 19 Vice-Ministers or Deputy Ministers, 57 other high-level and health status.

government officials, ten observers and three NGOs. Plenary state- The paragraph on gender equality and equity and reproductive
ments can befound on the Internet at: http://www.undp.org/popin/ rights was agreed to after text confirming the importance of “ensuring
unpopcom/32ndsess/gastatements/htm. women'’s ability to control their fertility” removed the reference to

using “methods which are not against the law.” It states that the POA
calls for the elimination of all practices that discriminate against

The COW held itsfirst meeting at 11:30 am on Wednesday, 30 ' . X .
women and affirms the importance of advancing gender equality anc
June. Delegates elected the Bureau members of the PrepCom to serve equity and the empowerment of women and eliminating all kinds of

on the Bureau of the COW, which was composed of Chair Chowdhury . . : A
. ) o S . ; violence against women. It inserts language from POA paragraph 7.
?825235)'I/imagzﬂir:gﬁe(gggﬁ)%ﬁgf ggtsvgBﬁf#])étigsﬁaﬂg?gglineating reproductive rights. The agreed text affirms that the hums
' ! rights of women and the girl child are an inalienable, integral and indi

Patricia Durrant (Jamaica), Ryuichiro Yamazayi (Japan),AIexandrui ible part of universal human rights. It also emphasizes that everyol
Niculescu (Romania), Matia Mulumba Semakula Kiwanuka (Ugan%g P gnts. P Y

and Gabriella Vukovich (Hungary), who would serve as Rapporteuf, s the right to education, human dignity and potential, with particule

) , attention to women and the girl child, and that everyone should be
Chair Chowdhury noted that the COW had been instructed to ,qviged with the education necessary to meet basic human needs 2

address the overall review and appraisal of the ICPD POA and refegy)gé\{cise human rights.

delegates to the Report of the PrepCom (A/S-21/2) and proposals for . . .
) : : The Preamble also states that implementation of recommendatio
key actions for further implementation of the ICPD POA (A/S'21/2/contained in the POA and present document is the sovereign right of

Add.2). He explalneq that.th.e COW would negotiate the draft each country, respecting the various religious and ethical values and
proposals for key actions in informal negotiations and that the docu:

ment would be considered by the Plenary once the COW reached o oo oo U E) 18 Foome, Bt oo o
agreement on the text. g ghts.

mended a set of interdependent quantitative goals and objectives an
The COW met throughout the Special Session, both in formal P d g )

: : - . reflects the view that an early stabilization of world population would
meetings, where representatives of 12 UN specialized agencies, ofgye 4 crucial contribution to realizing sustainable development. It

intergovernmental organization and 11 NGOs delivered statement§Qiias that the world faces increasingly diverse demographic situa-
the review and appraisal of POA implementation, and in informal tions, notes the large number of young people entering their child-

consultations to complete negotiations on the proposals for key actiiliging years and emphasizes the need to fully integrate population
for further implementation of the POA. concerns into development strategies and planning.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

KEY ACTIONSFOR THE FURTHER IMPLEMENTATION OF The Preamble also identifies positive results from POA implemer
THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL tation in many countries, including: integration of population concern
CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT into development strategies; declines in mortality rates; increasing

Negotiations on the key actions for the further implementation cicceptance of the ICPD’s broad-based definition of reproductive
the ICPD POA took place in the resumed PrepCom just prior to thenealth; greater access to family planning; more couples and individ-
Special Session as well as within the COW. With the help of many uals being able to choose the number and spacing of their children; t

informal-informal consultations, the COW was able to reach introduction of measures aimed at better managing international
consensus on the_se remaining bracketed paragraphs by the penultimigitgtion flows; and the strong contribution of civil society. It notes,
night of the Special Session. however, that some countries and regions have experienced setbacl

The following is a summary of the document adopted by the  or only limited progress. Particular areas of concern inclati alia:
Special Session, with particular emphasis on those sections negotiataden and the girl child facing discrimination; the HIV/AIDS
during the resumed PrepCom and the Special Session. pandemic; mortality and morbidity from infectious, parasitic and

|. PREAMBLE: The preamble summarizes ICPD POA objectiva#ater-borne diseases; unacceptable levels of maternal mortality anc
and goals and assesses implementation since 1994. At the start offigbidity; adolescents remaining particularly vulnerable to reproduc
resumed PrepCom, one bracketed paragraph remained to be negdtie and sexual risks; millions of couples and individuals lacking
ated. This paragraph summarized the ICPD POA and delegates ~access to reproductive health information and services; and the una
differed in their interpretation of the POA and how to reflect this in teeptable plight of refugees and displaced persons.
preambular text. After discussing the paragraph at length in informal It recognizes that a number of financial, institutional and human-
consultations, delegates reached agreement on text that replaces thsource constraints to further POA implementation must be overcon
original paragraph with four paragraphs, which: outline POA objecand stresses the need for greater political commitment, development
tives; stress the need for greater investment in health and educatiomational capacity, an increase in international assistance and domes
services for all people, particularly women; emphasize gender equagisources, and effective priority-setting.
and equity and address reproductive rights; and underscore the need tp. POPUL ATION AND DEVELOPMENT CONCERNS: This
see the ICPD as closely related to the outcome and follow-up to otlsettion outlines key actions on: population, economic development
major UN conferences. and the environment; changing age structure and ageing of the popt



Monday, 5 July 1999 e Earth NegotiationsBulletin Vol. 6 No. 61 Page 4

tion; international migration; internal migration, population distribu- In this sub-section, governments are further urged to: continue
tion and urban agglomerations; population, development and examining economic and social implications of demographic change
education; and data systems, including indicators. At the start of the and their relation to development planning concerns; support resear
resumed PrepCom, three bracketed paragraphsremained, on plansto  and develop strategies at national, regional and local levels to meet 1
meet young people’s needs, special attention to the needs of refugeleallenges of population ageing; and, with civil society, create oppor
women and children, and sex education. tunities and remove barriers that hinder the elderly from continuing t
A. Population, Economic Development and the Environment:  contribute to their families and societies.
This sub-section calls on governments to: re-examine recent researchC. I nternational Migration: The one bracketed paragraph at the
concerning relationships among reduced fertility, economic growthoutset of the resumed PrepCom addressed the needs of refugee wol
and more equitable distribution of its benefits; promote linkages and children in refugee assistance activities. During informal consult
among macroeconomic, environmental and social policies; intensitjons at the resumed PrepCom, delegates agreed to amend the para
efforts to implement legislative and administrative measures, with graph to call for: special attention to the specific needs of women,
special attention to youth; increase investments in the social sectoghildren and “elderly” (TURKEY) in planning and implementing
especially health and education; and develop and expand integrateefugee assistance activities; extension of adequate and sufficient
community-based approaches to sustainable development. international support to meet the basic needs of refugees, including
It urges governments and the international community to: prom8geess to accommodation, education, “protection from violence”
enabling environments to achieve sustained economic growth in tH&U), health services, “including reproductive health and family plan
context of sustainable development and eradicate poverty; reducefiitg” (EU), and “other basic social services"(HOLY SEE); refugees tc
debt burden; reflect, as appropriate, in international agreements inrespect the laws of their country of asylum (G-77/CHINA); govern-
areas such as environment and trade, population-related goals anéhents to abide by international law concerning refugees (Bté),
policies in the POA; and ensure that structural adjustment program#hiés by respecting the principle nén-refoulement (CANADA); and
respond to social, economic and environmental concerns. facilitation of refugees’ return and integration in cooperation with rele
It recommends that governments of developing countries and tﬁﬁfﬁ@ international organizations, acknowledging their right to repatric
with economies in transition, with the assistance of the internationdion (G-77/CHINA).
community: ensure that social safety nets are implemented; continue This sub-section further calls on governments in countries of origi
to support declines in infant and child mortality; strengthen health cang destination tanter alia: intensify efforts to protect the human
systems to respond to priority demands; and determine the causegights and dignity of migrants irrespective of their legal status,
stagnation or increased mortality among adult populations. They aiécluding providing them with effective protection and basic health
also urged to ensure that poverty eradication programmes are targa@fgbsocial services; prevent trafficking in migrants, particularly
at females and female-headed households, and develop innovativivomen and children, for forced labor, sexual or commercial exploitas
ways to provide more effective assistance to strengthen families intion; and consider ratifying/acceding to the International Convention
extreme poverty. on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members c
Governments are also urged to promote and protect the rights giheir Families, if they have not done so. The international communit
indigenous people with particular regard to their cultures, resource'$, encouraged to extend assistance to support programmes in devel
belief systems, land rights and languages and undertake policies tiRRiNg countries hosting the majority of refugees and displaced peopl
seek to ensure a level of consumption that meets the basic needs of tfeovernments are also urged to: intensify efforts in the collection
poor and disadvantaged. and analysis of data on international migration; encourage studies
B. Changing Age Structure and Ageing of the Population: One  designed to assess the causes of international migration and displac
paragraph in this section, on plans to meet the needs of young pedf@nt and the positive contribution that migration makes to both cour
remained bracketed when the PrepCom resumed and underwent iHi€#.0f origin and destination; and improve understanding of the link
sive consultations throughout the resumed PrepCom and into the between relevant factors that impact on international migration. The
Special Session. Agreement was reached on the penultimate day dRtgnational community is called on to support effective programme:
Special Session as part of a “package” compromise text along withf© address the causes of movements of refugees and displaced pers
four other related paragraphs on young people’s sexual and reproducD. Internal Migration, Population Distribution and Urban
tive health needs. Agglomerations: In this sub-section, governments are called on to:
Delegates debated at length the role of parents: the G-77/CHINA, Carry out research to strengthen understanding of the factors,
the HOLY SEE, SUDAN, SYRIA and LIBYA called for governments ~ irends and characteristics of internal migration; ,
to invest in the development and implementation of plans “with due* improve the management and delivery of services for growing
respect to the rights, duties and responsibilities of parents;” NORWAY, Urban agglomerations and put in place enabling legislative and
the EU, SWITZERLAND, CANADA and ISRAEL preferred administrative instruments and adequate financial resources to
removing such reference. Delegates reached a compromise, as part dieet the needs of all citizens;and .
the package, to call on governments to meet the needs of youth, espe@ffirm the call in the POA that population distribution policies
cially young women, “with the active support, guidance and participa- Should be consistent with international instruments.
tion, as appropriate, of parents,” families, communities, NGOs and theGovernments are urged to address the causes of internal displac
private sector, by investing in the development and implementationmgnt and establish the necessary mechanisms to protect and assist
plans, and prioritizing programmes amter alia, sexual and reproduc-diSp|aCEd persons, especially women and children, in the short term
tive health. The agreed paragraph further urges that youth be fully and, where possible, facilitate their return and reintegration.
involved in the design, implementation and evaluation of such E. Population, Development and Education: This sub-section
programmes and that such implementation be in conformity with contained one bracketed paragraph coming into the resumed
commitments made at the ICPD and with relevant international ~ PrepCom, containing text on including sex education in school
conventions and agreements. curricula. This paragraph underwent intensive negotiations, togethel
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with four others relating to adolescents’ sexual and reproductive heptdgrammes. The UN system and donors are called on to strengther
needs, and was not agreed to until the penultimate day of the Spediaé capacity of developing countries to undertake regular censuses ¢
Session, as part of a package of compromise text on these five parsurveys, especially for regular monitoring of POA implementation.
graphs. Disagreement on this paragraph centered on: the scope of sugfl. GENDER EQUALITY, EQUITY AND EMPOWER-
education; the role of parents; the levels at which such education MENT OF WOMEN: This section reaffirms the importance of
should be included; and protection of adolescents from unsafe abagchieving gender equality, equity and women’s empowerment and
tion. On the scope of such education, GHANA, supported by identifies areas that require emphasis or strengthening, including
numerous delegations including the EU, SWITZERLAND, BRAZILpromotion and protection of women’s human rights, empowerment o
and INDIA, proposed to specify “sexual and” reproductive health women, gender perspective in programmes and policies, and advocz
education. A number of delegations, including the HOLY SEE, LIB¥®r gender equality and equity.

and SUDAN, objected and preferred to remain as close as possible toa promotion and Protection of Women’s Human Rights:

POA paragraph 11.9 (education about population issues). On the r@g|@en the PrepCom resumed, this sub-section contained one bracketed
of parents, delegates differed on whether to employ language froMparagraph on the human rights of women and girls. During informal
POA paragraph 11.9 referring to their “rights and responsibilities” ¢ongtations, del egates disagreed over whether to specify particular
(EGYPT and others), mention their “active participation” (PERU angl,;man rights and to refer to the Optional Protocol to the Convention
INDIA) or recommend their “active involvement and participation” o, the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(the US and others). On the levels at which education should be  (cEDAW). They reached agreement on text urging governmentsto,
included, delegates accepted the EU’s proposal to specify “at all aQRt@- alja: ensure the protection, promotion and respect for the human
priate levels of formal and non-formal schooling.” A proposal by rights of women and girls through gender-sensitive policies and legis-
GHANA to include the objective of protecting adolescents from | 5tjon: sign, ratify and implement CEDAW and promote consideration
“unsafe abortion” was supported by NORWAY, BRAZIL, PANAMA, j, ECOSOC and General Assembly of the Optional Protocol; and

BOLIVIA and the RUSSIAN FEDERATION but opposed by work towards removing all existing reservationsthat areincompatible
SUDAN, SENEGAL, POLAND, PAKISTAN, MOROCCO andthe  yjth the objective and purpose of the Convention. The paragraph
HOLY SEE. further stresses coordination and harmonization of measures aimed at

The final text contains no reference to protecting adolescents frpfdmoting and achieving gender equality and equity.
unsafe abortion. It calls on governments, in particular those of devel- p paragraph calling on governments to i ncorporate reproductive
oping countries, with the assistance of the international communityrightsin implementation of population and development policies
include at all levels, as appropriate, of formal and non-formal refersto POA paragraphs 1.15, 7.3 and 8.25, which confirm that the
schooling, education about population and health issues, including cpp does not create any new international human rights and discuss
sexual and reproductive health issues, to further implement the PofééPoductiverights and abortion. The text encourages governmentsto:
terms ofinter alia: promoting adolescents’ well-being; enhancing strengthen the sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights
gender equality and equity as well as responsible sexual behavior;focys of relevant policies and programmes; promote and protect
protecting them against early and unwanted pregnancies as well agqolescents’ rights to reproductive health education, information anc
sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS. It urges active care; act to eliminate discrimination and gender inequality; incorporat

involvement and participation of parents, youth, community leaderg,man rights into education processes; and review and change
and organizations for the sustainability, increased coverage and effggcriminatory legislation.

tlveness.of such programmes. . . . B. Empower ment of Women: The final text urges governments

~ Thefinal text further calls on governments and civil society, Withg inter alia: establish mechanisms to accelerate women’s participa-

international assistance, to: achieve universal access to primary eqidgpand representation at all levels of the political process and publi

tion as quickly as possible; eliminate the gender gap in primary angite: enable women to express their concerns and needs; ensure full ¢

secondary education by 2005; strive to ensure that, by 2010, the n@lyual participation in decision-making processes in all spheres of life

primary school enrolment ratio of children of both sexes is at least gpq promote the fulfillment of girls’ and women’s potential through

90%; and make special efforts to increase retention rates of girls inggycation, skills development and illiteracy eradication. It recom-

primary and secondary schools. mends that governments should work with civil society to act to elimi
Governments, particularly of developing countries, with internanate discrimination and gender inequality and ensure universal acce

tional assistance, are urged to: expand youth and adult education;to appropriate, affordable and quality health care for women

reduce the rate of illiteracy of women and men, at least halving it fothroughout their life cycle.

women and girls by 2005; promote the achievement of functional  on removing gender gaps and inequalities pertaining to women's

literacy for adults where schooling remains unavailable; prioritize participation in the labor market, governments are urged to create

investments to education and training in development budgets; an@dmployment with secure incomes and legislate to ensure equal pay |
provide adequately equipped facilities by rehabilitating schools andyork of equal value.

building new ones. . _ _ _ C. Gender Perspectivein Programmesand Policies: This sub-

F. Data Systems, Including I ndicators: This sub-section recom- section calls for a gender perspective in all processes of policy formt
mends that governments strengthen national information systems fgrion and implementation and in service delivery, especially sexual
produce reliable statistics on a broad range of population, environmgf reproductive health. It calls for: gender-disaggregated data and
and development indicators includimgter alia, community-level  appropriate indicators to monitor progress at the national level; moni
poverty rates, women's access to social and economic resources, toring of the differential impact of globalization of the economy and
access to sexual and reproductive health services and the health ofycia| service privatization on women and men; and for special
indigenous people. The text urges governments to collect and diss fBbrammes and mechanisms to protect and promote the health anc
nate the data needed to assess the status of male and female reproduc-
tive health and design, implement, monitor and evaluate action
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well-being of young girls, older women and other vulnerable groups, programmes, including sexual and reproductive health, for indig-

while noting that adequate sexual and reproductive health servicesfor enous communities;

men should not affect servicesfor women. * increase investments to improve sexual and reproductive health
Zero-tolerance for discrimination against the girl child and for all quality and availability, includingnter alia, establishing and

forms of violence against women is advocated in the agreed text, with monitoring clear standards of care, ensuring service providers’

governments being urged to work to eliminate discriminatory atti- competence, and ensuring effective referral mechanisms across

tudes, including son preference. It recommends an integrated approach services and levels of care;

addressing the need for social, cultural, economic and legidative  ensure training and supervision of health-care providers to ensure

change. The girl child’s access to health, nutrition, education and life that they maintain high technical standards, respect the human

opportunities is emphasized, as is the role of family members in rights of those served, are trained to serve clients subjected to

strengthening girls’ self-esteem and status and in protecting their ~ harmful practices, and provide accurate information about

health and well-being. prevention and symptoms of reproductive tract diseases;

D. Advocacy for Gender Equality and Equity: This sub-section * Promote men's understanding of their roles and responsibilities in
calls for the promotion of gender equality and change of negative and "éspecting women’s human rights, protecting women's health,
discriminatory attitudes and practices. On the role of leaders, parents Preventing unwanted pregnancy, reducing maternal mortality and
and educators in improving attitudes among men and boys, the final Morbidity and transmission of STDs and HIV/AIDS, sharing
text advocates promotion of positive male role models and respect fornousehold and child-rearing responsibilities, promoting elimi-
women'’s sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights, whilghation of harmful practices, and ensuring that women and girls are
affirming the inherent dignity of all human beings. It notes men’s free from coercion and violence; and . _
responsibility for their sexual and reproductive health, calls for * strengthen community-based services, social marketing and
research on men’s sexuality, masculinity and reproductive behavior, Partnerships with the private sector and provide subsidies, as
and urges governments, donors and the UN system to support women&PPropriate, to ensure availability of and access to services.
grass-roots, community-based and advocacy groups. The text also encourages governments, with international assis-

IV. REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTSAND REPRODUCTIVE tance, to develop and use indicators that measure access to and chc
HEALTH: This section recommends key actions on: reproductive ©f family planning and contraceptive methods and trends in materna
health, including family planning and sexual health; ensuring voluntortality and morbidity and HIV/AIDS, and monitor progress toward
tary quality family planning services; reducing maternal mortality atfee ICPD goal of universal access to reproductive health care. It furth
morbidity; prevention and treatment of STDs, including HIV/AIDS; calls on governments to strive to ensure that by 2015 all primary heal
and adolescents. At the start of the resumed PrepCom, 11 bracketg@re and family planning facilities are able to provide the widest
paragraphs remained to be negotiated, including some of the mostachievable range of safe and effective contraceptive and family plan
contentious paragraphs in the document, on abortion and adolescé¥fi§ methods, essential obstetric care and prevention and manager
The text contains a chapeau stating that the section is especially giifigproductive tract infections. The final text delineates specific
by the POA principles. benchmarks for facilities offering such services for 2005 and 2010.

A. Reproductive Health, Including Family Planning and _The f[nal text callg for UN and donor support.for governments to
Sexual Health: This sub-section contained one paragraph that the bwld natlonal capacity for sexual and reproductwe health services,
PrepCom had not yet discussed when it resumed its work, on the ri8glyding ensuring that all refugees and persons in emergency huma
for increased efforts by the UN system to develop and agree on kef@rian situations receive appropriate health care, mcludmg sexual an
indicators on sexual and reproductive health. Delegates reached aifidgductive health and information and greater protection from
ment on the final day of the resumed PrepCom, calling for increaset@xual and gender-based violence.
efforts by the UN system, with international support, to developand B. Ensuring Voluntary Quality Family Planning Services: This
agree on common key indicators on reproductive health programn#)-section contained one bracketed paragraph at the outset of the
including,inter alia, family planning, maternal health and sexual ~ resumed PrepCom, on sufficient resources to provide access to info
health. The paragraph further invites WHO to take the lead role, in mation, counseling, services and follow-up on family planning and
coordination with several UN agencies, and calls for prioritization g¢ontraceptive methods, including new options and underutilized
indicators on maternal and neonatal mortality, maternal morbidity angthods. Delegates debated the paragraph at length, with the G-77/
maternal health programmes. The international community is encdgHINA, HOLY SEE and PAKISTAN proposing to stipulate methods
aged to provide financial and technical assistance to developing cowich are not against the law.” The US, EU, MEXICO, ISRAEL and
tries to improve capacity building on indicators, data collection, NORWAY preferred elaborating new options, “including women-
monitoring and evaluation. controlled methods such as female condoms and emergency contra

The final text also encourages governments, in collaboration wig§Ption, and under-utilized methods, such as vasectomy and male
civil society, including NGOs, donors and the UN system, to undert&&doms.” Delegates agreed to compromise by withdrawing both of

the following actions: these specifications. The final text calls on the UN system and donor
- prioritize sexual and reproductive health in the context of health UPON request, to support governments in mobilizing and providing
sector reform: sufficient resources to meet the growing demand for access to inforn

- ensure that policies and implementation of sexual and repro- tion, counseling, services and follow-up on the vvjdest pqssible range
ductive health services respect all human rights, meet health ne@gafe, effective, affordable and acceptable family planning and
over the life cycle, address inequalities and ensure equity of contraceptive methods, including new options and under-utilized
access to information and services; methods.

» engage all relevant sectors in policy and programme design,
implementation, quality assurance, monitoring and evaluation;

» develop comprehensive and accessible health services and
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Governments, in accordance withthe POA, arecalled ontoensure  the GA's mandate for the Special Session, which emphasized that
couples’ and individuals’ basic right to decide freely and responsiblgxisting agreements contained in the POA should not be renegotiate
the number, spacing and timing of their children. It states that the UMey called for strict adherence to POA paragraph 8.25. ARGEN-
system and donors should, upon request: TINA, with MOROCCO, said it constituted promotion of abortion

« strengthen programme management capacity to make servicesand, with IRAN, POLAND and the HOLY SEE, said it violated the
safer and more affordable, convenient and accessible, and ensi#®A principle of respecting countries’ sovereignty over their nationa
availability and continuous supply of safe and effective contracelegislation and their religious and ethical values and cultural back-
tives and other sexual and reproductive health supplies; grounds.

+ strengthen social safety nets and ensure availability and access to Numerous delegations supported Brazil’s text, including
reproductive health services, including family planning; and BULGARIA, MEXICO, NAMIBIA, the EU, the US, SWITZER-

+ provide quality counseling services and ensure ethical, profes- L AND, NORWAY, CUBA, INDIA, the RUSSIAN FEDERATION,
sional and technical standards of care and voluntary, freeand TURKEY, ARMENIA, ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, PARAGUAY,
informed choices with privacy, confidentiality and respect. KAZAKHSTAN, LATVIA, SOUTH AFRICA, PERU, ZAMBIA,

The final text also urges: DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, SRI LANKA, NEPAL and VENE-

» countries to meet benchmark goals for closing the gap betweenZUELA. Several speakers said the text furthered operational imple-
contraceptive use and the proportion of individuals wantingto mentation of the POA by identifying means to fulfill the objective of
space or limit their families; protecting women’s health. NEW ZEALAND noted that all delegates

« governments, with increased participation of the UN system, civjbined an international consensus both in Cairo and Beijing and urge
society, donors and the private sector, to pursue research and that this be reflected, as the Cairo goals cannot be implemented in
development of new, safe, low-cost and effective family planningsolation from other agreements. BRAZIL underscored that its
and contraceptive methods; proposal was not re-opening POA paragraph 8.25 and said its aim w

« the international community and private sector to take necessarip advance POA implementation by learning from the experiences al
measures to enable countries to produce, store and distribute saew findings since Cairo.
and effective contraceptives and other supplies essential for repro-After hours of informal-informal consultations, delegates reached
ductive health services; and consensus on a compromise formulation late Thursday night, which

 UNFPA to continue to strengthen its leadership in assisting  consisted of a reproduction of POA paragraphs 8.25 and 7.24 and te
countries to ensure availability of reproductive health services agghting that, in circumstances where abortion is not against the law,
choice of reproductive health products, including contraceptivesiealth systems should train and equip health service providers and tz

C. ReducingMaternal Mortality and Morbidity: This sub- other measures to ensure that such abortion is safe “and accessible,
section contained one bracketed paragraph, on abortion, which waarhedditional measures should be taken to safeguard women'’s hea
most contentious in the document and the last to be agreed on by tReservations were expressed on the inclusion of “accessible”
Special Session. The G-77/ CHINA, supported by the HOLY SEE, (ARGENTINA, NICARAGUA and the HOLY SEE) and on the
MOROCCO, SYRIA, BULGARIA and IRAN proposed replacing th@bsence of provision for the right of conscience of health service
text with POA paragraph 8.25, which: states that in no case shouldproviders (HOLY SEE).
abortion be promoted as a method of family planning; urges govern- The sub-section also contained a paragraph that the PrepCom di
ments and relevant organizations to deal with the health impact of not consider in its discussions in March and May, concerning WHO's
unsafe abortion as a major health concern and reduce recourse to @g@ership role in assisting countries to establish standards for care.
tion through expanded and improved family planning services; urgeglegates agreed to amend the text to urge WHO, in cooperation wit
every attempt to eliminate the need for abortion; calls for provision éfher relevant UN bodies, to assist countries, “in particular developin
ready access to reliable information and compassionate counselingpuntries” (G-77/CHINA), in putting in place standards for care “and
states that any measures or changes related to abortion within the treatment” of women “and girls” (CANADA) that incorporate “gender
health system can only be determined at the national or local level sensitive approaches and promote gender equality” (CANADA) “anc
according to the national legislative process; stresses that, in all caggsity” (US) in health care delivery and advise on health facility func-
women should have access to quality services for the managemen§@hs to help guide health system development to reduce the risks as
complications arising from abortion; and calls for the prompt provi-ciated with pregnancy, “taking into consideration the level of
sion of post-abortion counseling, education and family planning  development and economic and social conditions of countries” (G-7-
services. The G-77/CHINA's formulation also reproduced POA pargHINA).
graph 7.24, which calls on governments to take appropriate steps {0 The final text also proposes that countries use the proportion of
help women avoid abortion. births assisted by skilled attendants as an indicator to monitor progre

The US, supported by the EU, proposed urging health systems ¢& maternal mortality reduction and identifies benchmarks for 2005,
train and equip health service providers and take other measures 9010 and 2015. It also calls for cooperation among governments, UN
ensure that abortion is safe and accessible in circumstances wheregencies, development banks and the research community to calcul
abortion is not against the law, and adding language from the BeijiRe societal costs of maternal deaths.

Platform for Action recommending review of laws containing punitive  Goyvernments, with increased participation of the UN system, civi
measures against women who have undergone illegal abortion.  sqciety, including NGOs, donors and the international community, ar

BRAZIL tabled a compromise text on Tuesday, 29 June, which urged to:
consisted of the G-77/CHINA proposal and included the US proposal.recognize linkages between high maternal mortality and poverty
A number of delegations objected to Brazil's proposal, including and promote reduction of maternal mortality and morbidity as a
EGYPT, SUDAN, SENEGAL, NICARAGUA, MOROCCO, LIBYA, public health priority and reproductive rights concern;

QATAR, GUATEMALA, MALTA, MALAYSIA, PAKISTAN and the  « ensure that women have access to essential and emergency
HOLY SEE. These delegations argued that the proposal contravened obstetric care, maternal health care services, skilled assistance a
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delivery, effectivereferral, post-partum care and family planning; RAGUA, but opposed by the EU. Delegates agreed, as part of the
 support public health education to create awareness of the riskspzfckage compromise text, to call on governments, with full involve-
pregnancy, labor and delivery; ment of youth and international support, to provide appropriate,

» develop appropriate interventions to improve girls’ and young specific, user-friendly and accessible services to address effectively
women'’s status to enable their informed choices at maturity ~ adolescents’ reproductive and sexual health needs, while safeguard
regarding childbearing; and their rights to privacy, confidentiality and informed consent,

» implement programmes to address the negative impact of envirogspecting their cultural values and religious beliefs, and conforming
mental degradation in some regions on high maternal mortality with relevant existing international agreements and conventions.
and morbidity. Another paragraph in this sub-section, also agreed as part of the
D. Prevention and Treatment of STDs, Including HIV/AIDS:; package text, included a reference to due respect for the rights, dutie

This sub-section contained one paragraph that had not yet been and responsibilities of parents and respecting their cultural values ar
discussed at the previous PrepCom sessions, on UNAIDS. Delegatekgious beliefs, and recommended ensuring that adolescents recei
agreed to the text, as amended by the G-77/CHINA, stating that, “ithe necessary information to enable them to make responsible and
accordance with its mandate,” UNAIDS “should be provided with informed choices and decisions regarding their sexual and reproduc
financial resources” to ensure a well-coordinated response from theéve health needs, in order toter alia, reduce the number of adoles-
UN system to the HIV/AIDS pandemic and provide support to natiocaht pregnancies. A paragraph on barriers to reproductive health
programmes, “particularly in developing countries.” information and care for adolescents was also agreed as part of the
The final text further calls on governments to take urgent actionpdckage and stressed that countries should ensure that programme:
provide education and services to prevent transmission of STDs adhd attitudes of health-care providers do not restrict adolescents’
HIV, enact legislation to ensure non-discrimination against people access to appropriate services and information, and should, in the
living with HIV/AIDS and vulnerable populations, and, with context of the preceding paragraph, where appropriate, remove lega
UNAIDS’ assistance, where appropriate, develop and implement regulatory and social barriers to reproductive health information and
national HIV/AIDS policies and action plans. Governments should:care for adolescents.
ensure that prevention of and services for STDs and HIV/AIDS are anThe final text further calls on governments to: continue to support
integral component of sexual and reproductive health programmespabgrammes for adolescent health, including sexual and reproductiv
the primary health care level; develop guidelines for HIV treatmenthealth; develop action plans for adolescents and youth that cover
and care, emphasizing equitable access; ensure wide provision of atidcation, professional and vocational training and income-generatil
access to female and male condoms; support information campaigmgportunities, with their full involvement and with proper regard for
that promote informed, responsible and safe sexual behavior and graental guidance and responsibilities; and acknowledge and proma
tices; and develop youth-specific education and treatment projectsthe central role of families, parents and other legal guardians in
The text encourages governments to strengthen, where appro-educating their children while ensuring that they are educated about
priate, education and treatment projects aimed at preventing mothand involved in providing sexual and reproductive health information
to-child HIV transmission. It specifies benchmarks for young peopl#ga manner consistent with the evolving capacities of adolescents.
access to the information, education and services necessary to develdpelegates conducted consultations during the resumed PrepCon
the life skills required to reduce their vulnerability to HIV infection: atn paragraphs relating to resources for adolescent reproductive hea
least 90% must have such access by 2005 and 95% by 2010. The needs and on programme documentation and evaluation. The origin
private and public sectors are urged to increase investment in resetxtcalled for increased resource allocation for promoting and
on development of microbicides and other female-controlled methqustecting adolescent health and recommended that at least 20% of
simpler and cheaper diagnostic tests, single-dose treatments for Sii3surces for reproductive health programmes be earmarked to mee
and vaccines. adolescents’ information and service needs. The final agreed text urc
E. Adolescents: This sub-section contained a number of para- the UN system and donors to complement governments’ efforts to
graphs that had not yet been discussed when the resumed PrepCdn®bilize and provide adequate resources to respond to the growing
began and were the subject of intensive consultations during the and special needs of youth and adolescents, including reproductive ¢
resumed PrepCom and the Special Session. sexual health issues. They also agreed to urge governments, in cons
Delegates agreed to change the title of the sub-section from  tation with national NGOs, including youth organizations where appl
“Promoting adolescent sexual and reproductive health [and reprodt@P!e, to evaluate programmes, document experiences and develop
tive rights]” to “Adolescents,” as proposed by the G-77/CHINA. ~ data-collection systems to monitor progress, and widely disseminate
Delegates negotiated at length three paragraphs on provision 0!pformatlon about the de,S|gn and functioning of programmes and the
services to meet adolescents’ reproductive and sexual health need§1P2ct on young people’s sexual and reproductive health.
together with two others in the section “Population and development V- PARTNERSHIPSAND COLLABORATIONS: When the
concerns,” on plans to meet young people’s needs and on educatigif€PCom resumed, this section contained seven bracketed paragraj
about population and health issues, including sexual and reproductifduding: five that had not yet been discussed, addressing civil
health issues. All five of these paragraphs were resolved as part of3pciety’s role in inducing behavioral change, civil society’s role in
package that was agreed to on Thursday night at the Special SessiBf!fg communities articulate reproductive health needs, strength-
a paragraph on providing services to address adolescents’ reproduflitg of health systems, private sector ensuring adherence to basic
and sexual health needs, disagreement centered around whether f¢ghts, and involving youth in decision-making on youth polices and
balance a reference to safeguarding adolescents’ rights to privacy,Pfogrammes; and two on which the PrepCom had been unable to re:
Conﬁdentia”ty and informed consent with |anguage from POA paraagreement, on CapaCIty bUIldlng for civil SOClety Organlzatlons and ol
graph 7.45 recognizing the rights, duties and responsibilities of par&ié\ @dvocacy by parliamentarians.
and respecting cultural values and religious beliefs, as advocated by
the HOLY SEE, the G-77/CHINA, EGYPT, LIBYA and NICA-
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Delegates debated and reached agreement on the | atter two brack- mechanisms for partnerships with community-based organizatior
eted paragraphs during the final two days of the resumed PrepCom. and NGOs committed to assisting women to realize their rights;
Regarding the paragraph on capacity building for civil society organi- ¢ governments and civil society organizations design innovative
zations, the G-77/CHINA proposed that it be replaced with POA para- approaches and build partnerships with, among others, the medizs
graph 15.10 (resources and information for effective NGO the commercial sector, religious leaders, local community groups
participation in population and devel opment activities), or alterna- and leaders, as well as youth, who can advocate for the POA;

tively, amended to ensure that resources are provided “in accordaneegovernments, international organizations and civil society organi-
with national laws, regulations and development priorities” and that  zations at the national level, including NGOs, encourage partner-
capacity is built “in a manner not compromising their full autonomy.” ships with the private sector and, where appropriate, with the
The US, with the EU, opposed including a reference to paragraph informal sector, to strengthen their involvementin POA imple-
15.10. The final text, which retains the reference to POA paragraph mentation;
15.10, encourages governments, international organizations and e« governments review legislation to facilitate private sector
donors to provide, in accordance with national laws and regulations involvement and to ensure all health-care products and services
and national development priorities, financial and technical resourcesmeet internationally accepted standards;
and information to build capacity of civil society organizations, ina ¢ donor countries and the private sector provide external funding
manner not compromising their full autonomy, to facilitate their and support to promote South-South cooperation, and compile ar
involvement in relevant policies, programmes and activities. It adds disseminate updated information on institutions and expertise in
that civil society organizations should implement transparency and  developing countries; and
accountability mechanisms to ensure efficiency in national * relevant UN bodies clarify their leadership roles and responsibil-
programmes as well as activities, services and evaluation proceduresities and strengthen their efforts to promote system-wide coordi-
Delegates agreed on the paragraph on POA implementation by nation and collaboration, especially at the country level.
parliamentarians/members of national legislatures, inviting such VI.MOBILIZING RESOURCES: At the start of the resumed
persons to ensure legislative reform and expanded awareness-raistngpCom, five bracketed paragraphs remained, which addressed:
advocate POA implementation, including through allocation, as  developed country resource mobilization; developing country resourt
appropriate, of financial resources, and regularly exchange experi-mobilization; increasing advocacy efforts to meet resource goals;
ences at regional, inter-regional and international levels, where appliaror countries and international funding agencies complementing
priate. domestic efforts; and additional ways and mechanisms to increase
Delegates also reached agreement during the resumed PrepCdhn@ing. In addition, a paragraph on private sector participation had
the five paragraphs that had not yet been discussed. These paragra@hget been considered.
encourage governments to recognize and support the important and Agreement was reached on these paragraphs in the PrepCom.
complementary role that civil society at the national level can play Delegates discussed whether to address developed and developing
towards changing attitudes and actions for further POA implementaeuntry resource mobilization together in one paragraph. The agree
tion, and in helping communities articulate and meet their needs fotext includes separate paragraphs on resource mobilization in devel-
health care, including reproductive health care. They emphasize thapted and developing countries, reflecting the G-77/CHINA's position
implementation of key elements of the POA should be tied closely that differences between the developed and developing countries
broader strengthening of health systems and encourage the publicrelating to POA implementation should be reflected in the text, and
sector, in this regard, to define its role and to work more closely witthat identical language should not be applied to both groups. The pal
the private and informal sectors to monitor and improve standards graph on developed country resource mobilization urges these coun
to ensure that services are available with good quality and affordalitées to: strengthen their commitment to ICPD POA goals and
delivery. objectives, in particular its cost estimates; make every effort to mobi-
The private sector is called on to ensure that: its services and lize agreed estimated financial resources required for POA impleme
commodities are of high quality; its activities are socially responsibtation; and give priority to least developed countries’ (LDCs) needs.
culturally sensitive and cost effective; it fully respects various reli- The paragraph on resource mobilization in developing countries and
gious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds; and it adheres g&puntries with economies in transition urges these countries to
basic rights. Governments, civil society organizations at the nationatrengthen their commitment to ICPD POA goals and objectives, in
level and the UN system are urged to consult youth organizations irpgdicular its cost estimates, and continue efforts to mobilize domest

design, implementation and evaluation of youth policies and resources. It also urges all countries to promote international cooper
programmes. tion and to increase technical cooperation and transfer of technology
The final text also recommends that: through South-South cooperation.

« governments, in dialogue with and fully respecting the autonomy On increasing advocacy efforts to meet resource goals, the agree
of NGOs and local community groups, facilitate civil society ~ text encourages legislators and other decision makers, with full rega
involvement at the national level in policy discussions and strat-to their respective jurisdiction and mandates, to increase support for
egies and programmes to achieve POA objectives; achieving POA goals and objectives through legislation, resource

« governments include NGO and local community groups’ repre- mobilization, advocacy and expanded awareness-raising. It also call
sentatives on delegations to regional and international fora whefer an increase in advocacy efforts at all levels. The text urges donor
population and development issues are discussed,; countries and international funding agencies to complement, at the

- governments, civil society at the national level and the UN systefiquest of countries, domestic efforts to meet the growing and urgen
enhance and strengthen their collaboration and cooperation to basic health and reproductive health needs, including reproductive
foster an enabling environment for partnerships for POA imple- health commodities, of developing countries, LDCs, countries with
mentation; economies in transition, and countries facing increasing demands fo

« governments and international organizations create and supporguch commodities and a diminishing share of international assistanc
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Delegates agreed to the paragraph on additional ways and mecha- The text notes that the HIV/AIDS pandemic is having a more
nismsto increase funding after the G-77/CHINA and LIBYA severe impact than was originally projected and calls for special atte
consented to retain reference to “sexual and” reproductive health tion to provide the necessary resources for STD and HIV prevention,
programmes in relation to relevant programmes requiring increaseplarticularly for vulnerable populations and especially for children anc
funding. The agreed text urges governments and the international young people. It calls on: all countries affected by the pandemic to
community to encourage and promote additional ways and mechacontinue efforts to mobilize domestic resources from all sources to
nisms to increase funding that could include, as appropriate: “advoeombat it; the international community to assist developing countries
cacy for increased funding from international financial institutions aadd countries with economies in transition; and governments and
regional development banks;” various forms of cost recovery; and donors to intensify efforts to provide resources for prevention needs,
increased private sector involvement. It further recommends promarell as for care and support of those affected by HIV/AIDS.
tion of access to services for those living in poverty and other vulne NAL SESSION OF THE COW

able groups and consideration of improved mechanisms to addres { . .
at! "€ COW considered and adopted for transmission to the Plenar

debt problem, including reducing external debt through measures th ; ; .
the agreed proposals for key actions for further POA implementation

include,inter alia, debt cancellation. :
On private sector participation, the text calls on governments togl_A/S'ZUZ/Add'Z) and the report of its work (A/S-21/AC.1/L.1) on
hursday night, 1 July.

inter alia: implement policies that facilitate increased access to basic . . . :
P b ARGENTINA entered its reservations anter alia, the report’s

health services, including high quality and affordable reproductive . q X hensive health and | i od
health and family planning services; promote effective interventioniMited attention to comprehensive health and investments in educa-
, and the absence of reference to strengthening the family. He di

and support services, including private sector services, as approprﬂﬂ@

and review legal, regulatory and import policies to eliminate those tAgt a@ccept including abortion in the concept of “reproductive health”
g service or as a method of regulating fertility. NICARAGUA

unnecessarily prevent greater private sector involvement. The text &fs ; S : -
states that public sector resources should have as a priority “peopl pressed |t§ re'servat!onsmler al|a,' under'-ut|I|zed'methods of

living in poverty,” as proposed by the HOLY SEE, “under-served amlly planning if they mcllude abortion or interruption of pregnancy.
populations,” as inserted by the US, and low-income sectors. With ARGENTINA, he said gender as a term was acceptable if used

The section on mobilizing resources also states that: relation to men and women, and stressed that sex education is a
. governments should urgently increase the political W.i|| to parental right, role and responsibility, which must be respected.

mobilize the international assistance required to accelerate POA  Delegates decided to recommend to the Special Session the ado
implementation; tion of the proposals for key actions for further POA implementation,

« donor countries and international funding agencies are urged to0ting the reservations expressed by Argentina and Nicaragua, and

support the inclusion of South-South components in developmedfioPted the COW's report.

cooperation programmes and projects; UNFI?A Executive D.irect'or Nafis Sadik stated that the POA was
« the international community should provide the necessary assis@nd continues to be a historic document and' what has been achieve
tance to support POA implementation in developing countries aHif ICPD+5 process surpasses that. She said she was “elated” at be
countries with economies in transition: able to leave this meeting with the tools to help “fulfill our promises
« governments of recipient countries are encouraged to ensure thafd goals.”
public resources and ODA intended for POA implementation are  Joseph Chamie, Director of the DESA Population Division, noted
invested to maximize benefits to the poor and other vulnerable that, based on the manner of the past week’s negotiations, he had
population groups; changed his speech to state that, “with due respect to the rights, duti
« donor countries, international agencies and recipient countries and responsibilities of delegates and consistent with their evolving
should continue to strengthen their efforts and collaboration to capacities, where appropriate, in matters which are not against the Ie
avoid duplication, identify funding gaps and ensure that resourcggd with new and additional resources, according to internationally
are used as effectively and efficiently as possible; recognized standards, we in the UN agencies will do our best to serv
» governments, in cooperation with UNFPA and with information The G-77/CHINA, the EU, NICARAGUA, the HOLY SEE,
provided by NGOs, as appropriate, should seek to ensure full anidBYA and the US thanked Chair Chowdhury for his successful stew
regular monitoring of resource flows, with particular attention to ardship of the PrepCom and the COW. Chowdhury thanked delegate
transparency and accountability for the costed population and noting that the outcome had only been possible because of their ded
reproductive health package in the POA; cation and hard work, with the support of the Bureau and the Secre-
* countries, especially developed countries, are urged to substantariat. He brought the COW to a close at 10:30 pm.
tially increase their voluntary contribution to UNFPA and other
relevant UN bodies; and CLOSING PLENARY

e governments are encouraged to give thorough consideration to theADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE, ADHOC
implementation of the 20/20 initiative. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: The closing Plenary of the

pecial Session commenced at 11:00 pm on Friday, 2 July. Presider

the need for complementary external resources required to imple Rert invited Anwarul Chowdhury, Chair of the COW, to report on

o : COW'’s work. Chowdhury reported that while the outstanding
the costed elements of the POA that will, in 1993 US dollars, rise fr oo
$5.7 billion in 2000 to $7.2 billion in 2015; increase significantly ODRaragraphs addressed by the COW had been the most difficult, cons

funding for other POA elements, in particular, improvement in the fensus had been reached and the outcome of negotiations were a

status and empowerment of women, basic health care and educati(ﬂ{’agdthsg?ng;séoﬂé2&'{;32‘?‘22325Svg]rztgé%tgshe%dahnadutnht:?t:]heer(e:gj\;
and emerging and continued health challenges; intensify efforts to N L was pleasantly different. He said that it not onlv built on the aare
countries eradicate poverty; take the necessary action to reverse ttq P y : y 9

current decline in ODA, and strive to meet the agreed 0.7 % of Gnpent achigved in 1994.bUt also'mappe'd out elemenfcs and qiregtiqns
target for ODA as soon’ as possible ' its further implementation, particularly in areas relating to discrimina:

Donor countries are urged to: renew and intensify efforts to me
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tion against women and the girl child, HIV/AIDS, the needs of youth MALTA stated that the termination of pregnancy through induced
and adolescents, partnershipswith civil society, and renewal of the abortion is illegal in its national legislation, and therefore it does not
financial commitments madein Cairo. Heattributed the successinpart  recognize those areas in the text providing for circumstances where
to the transparency of the process and recommended that Beijing+5 abortion is not against the law. CHINA stated that further implementa-
and Copenhagen+5 follow this path. tion requires a holistic approach and full respect for state sovereignty.
COW Rapporteur GabriellaVukovich thenintroduced theReport ~ She said all countries should respect universally recognized human
of the COW (A/S-21/5), which contained arecommendationtothe GA  rights and stressed that for developing countries, the rights to survival
to adopt in aresolution the key actionsfor the further implementation ~ and development are particularly important. She said China would
of the POA ICPD, annexed to the report (A/S-21/5/Add.1). Following ~ further strengthen its collaboration with other countries and interna-
the adoption of the report, five delegations made reservations. tional organizations to help facilitate further POA implementation.
ARGENTINA emphasized that the document failed to address EGYPT reiterated its call made at Cairo for deletion of “individuals” in
investment in education and comprehensive health and omitted refer- the context of “couples and individuals” and stated that it interprets all
ence to the need to strengthen the family. He entered reservations on, releyant issues addressed by th_e POA and'this document to refer to
inter alia: “sexual health” and “reproductive health,” which should ndtarried couples. IRAN entered its reservation on any text condoning
be limited solely to the reproductive phase and may not cover aboréigxual relations outside the framework of marriage between a man anc
either as a service or a method of fertility control; and said “gender® Woman. MOROCCO expressed reservations on any definition of the
was acceptable only when used in relation to the biological sexual family that does not clearly relate to marriage.
identity of men and women. With NICARAGUA, he said that the The US made a general statement, noting that the agreed documer
comprehensive education of children, including sex education, mugf key actions is comprehensive, balanced and contains action-
imply recognition of the priority of the rights, duties and responsibileriented and specific recommendations to help further implement the
ties of parents, and that “contraception,” “family planning,” “new POA. She said participants had drawn on experiences since 1994 and
options” and “under-utilized methods” may not cover abortion or ~ collectively agreed on how to move forward. She highlighted bench-
voluntary interruption of pregnancy. NICARAGUA also said it marks set on education, maternal mortality, family planning, and HIV/
accepts the term “gender” provided that it refers solely to men and AIDS prevention. She underlined the needs of youth and stated that the
women. GUATEMALA expressed a general reservation on the usefstlitical will and commitment agreed to at Cairo had been reaffirmed
terms inconsistent with international law. to carry through the ambitious 20-year agenda. She recognized the
SUDAN said it would implement the key actions in accordance Need for resources and, noting that the US did not commit itself to the
with the paragraph that states that such implementation “is the soviget of 0.7% of GNP for overall ODA, said she hoped that contribu-
eign right of each country, consistent with national laws and develdi2nS can be increased. She stated that the ICPD+5 process confirmec
ment priorities, with full respect for the various religious and ethicath® commitment to the course set at Cairo. Referring to the paragraph
values and cultural backgrounds of its people, and in conformity wiélling on health systems to train and equip health-service providers
universally recognized international human rights.” He understood@nd take other measures to ensure that abortion is safe and accessible
that the phrase “in cases where abortion is not against the law” in fdUSTRALIA stated that its policy is not to provide assistance to
case meant that abortion is promoted as a method of family plannifgPPort abortion services or abortion drugs. o
LIBYA expressed a general reservation on any provisioninthe ~ 1he HOLY SEE presented an interpretive statement reaffirming its
document that goes against Islamic law or its national legislation af@Servations made at Cairo. He noted that the Holy See does not
said the reservations it made to the POA also applied to this docunf&tSider abortion or access to abortion as a dimension of the terms
He added that the paragraph on the human rights of women and theSgal health,” “sexual rights,” “reproductive health” and *reproduc-
child did not create any new human rights, in particular that “reprodi}& rights.” On terms relating to family planning services and regula-
tive rights” was not a human right. He expressed a reservation to tiin of fertility, he reaffirmed the Holy See’s opposition to family
paragraph on the equal participation of women in as far as its contd@nning methods that the Catholic Church considers morally unac-
diverged from POA language. ceptable. He also noteidier alia, that the Holy See: reserves its posi-
ADOPTION OF THE FINAL DOCUMENT OF THE tion in reference to all international agreements, consistent with its

SPECIAL SESSION: The GA then adopted, on the COW's recom- acceptance or non-acceptance of them; recognizes that the term
mendation, the resolution on key actions for the further implement:;{gouples.and |nd|V|dqus" means married coueles and"mdlwduals who
tion of the ICPD POA (A/S-21/5/Add.1). Thirteen countries made are married; reserves its position on the term “gender” on the under-

statements or presented their reservations following adoption of thgtandlng th‘fﬂ itis grounded in .b'0|09'0a| sexual identity that is male
resolution. and female; makes a reservation on the paragraph relating to reproduc

tive and sexual health services for adolescents; states in reference to
ﬁrmlég\?gigr’v;ﬁm'i%ggg gecgmtﬁzﬁgﬁifxﬁﬁ;iiﬁ atfhe g ga%f paragraph on abortion that life begins at the moment of conception
Lo . : . : . g that it cannot condone abortion or policies that condone abortion.
and objectives are subject to consistency with Islamic and national : . . : .
laws. KUWAIT, QATAR, JORDAN and MOROCCO stressed the Presu;lent Opertti noted 'ghat the Special Sessmn had con'cluded its
importance of the document’s conditions, which state that impIemtaIWQrk' which was part of a wider five-year review process on interre-

tation “is the sovereign right of each country, consistent with nation§1te(1 |ssu§?r,1|nc:u?|ng :he envwolr_}mept{ s(;)f[:rl]altlts;ues, hu(rjn(?n settle-t
laws and development priorities, with full respect for the various refl€N's and the status orwomen. He stated that the agreed documen
Id be a living document because it includes ongoing work, and

ious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people, anf{ o : .
gonformity with universally recognized hur%an rights.” QKTAE stressed that the entire international community needs to address thes

included as a reservation that it cannot accept any interpretation ofgﬁgeshanhd tglie rgsponsllts)|llty for thfe rr? I;ollowmlgl]Athesetr):amarksi he
document that contradicts Islamic or national laws, its belief in the rought the 21st Special Session of the General Assembly to a close a

right to life, and the term “gender” as referring solely to men and 12:05 am Saturday morning, 3 July 1999.
women.
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A BRIEF ANALYSISOF ICPD+5 The growing numbers of people displaced, both internationally an
After four months of strenuous negotiations | eading up to the 21st internally, due to war, civil unrest and natural catastrophes in the pas
UN General Assembly Special Session, delegates|eft New York five years also did not go unnoticed in the document. Delegates agre

on language urging support for countries hosting the majority of refu-
gees and encouraging provision of basic services to them. It specifi-
cally addressed the special needs of refugee women and children ar

ments of the Rio+5 process concluded with amoreinspired and action- elderly refugees, which recent events have shown to be poignantly
oriented roadmap for charting future implementation of thelandmark pressing. .

Cairo consensus than many had expected. The resulting document Maternal mort_ahty was another area that delegatgs were happy t
recommending key actionsfor further implementationinthecoming ~ See feature prominently in the document.'Whereas S|'gn|f|cant stride:
years not only confirmed the consensus on the POA but al so re-ener- have been made to address thg prqblem in thg past five years, expel
gized the momentum and enthusiasm needed to implement its provi- ence has shown that urgent action is still required. The benchmarks
sions. Drawing breath after his masterful contribution, Chair Anwarul ~ 0utin the Special Session’s final document that relate to access to a
Chowdhury articul ated the sentiment in hisclosing remarkswhenhe ~ Provision of family planning and contraceptive methods should help't

described the outcome of the ICPD+5 process as a “hard-earned address this problem. Although efforts to include language from the
consensus” that was a “grand success.” Beijing Platform for Action on reviewing laws containing punitive

measures against women who have undergone illegal abortion were
r’r‘ﬁisfnately foiled, the addition of language calling for training and

exhausted but with a sense of satisfaction with the outcome of the
ICPD+5 review process. What started as a process dogged with
contention and concernsthat the outcome could mirror the disappoint-

The task of identifying from the past five years’ experience the

means to overcome obstacles that have hampered implementatio Lo t health . iders t fe “and iol
well as new areas requiring urgent action was, not surprisingly, equipping o heaith Service providers (o ensure sale “and accessible

complicated by the inevitable clash of positions on sensitive issues22qrtion was viewed by many as a significant achievement, beyond
times it seemed as though some of the ICPD+5's recommendation&/Nat was agreed in Cairo, in recommending how maternal mortality
would do nothing more than duplicate the POA, as debates on issugd! Pe reduced. .

concerning contraception, abortion and adolescent sexual and repro- Chair Chowdhury repeatedly emphasized the transparent and
ductive health proved as polemical and intractable in 1999 as they Participatory nature of the ICPD+5 process and the involvement of
were in 1994. Although delegates from both sides of the debate = NGOs as one of the secrets to its success. There is agreement that
emphasized that they shared the same goals of improving women'$aitp empowered NGOs by recognizing their central and crucial role
adolescents’ reproductive health and reducing abortion, unwantedin Population and development at the national level. The ICPD+5
pregancies and the spread of STDs and HIV/AIDS, negotiations orProcess further strengthened their role in international fora by the
recommendations to achieve these goals were again eclipsed by thclusive way in which they participated. The greater inclusion of
stalemate of fundamental religious or cultural differences. Despite YOouth dates back to The Hague Forum when they took center stage
exasperation by many that the only solution to this conundrum wasdiscuss with governments their needs in the context of POA imple-
simply to repeat Cairo language, it was observed that the outcomementation. Throughout the ICPD+5 process their presence and cont
would have to recommend actions that were acceptable at the natiBHEPNS were strongly felt, with many eventually being placed on

level in many different cultural circumstances if it was going to be national delegations and thus having direct influence on the outcom
taken seriously and implemented. This acceptance as partners is reflected in recommendations to

Nevertheless, delegates ultimately did manage to produce a doggcourage creation of mechanisms for their involvement and suppor
ment that most felt reflected the delicate balance achieved in Cairg©" their work. o _ _
while also prescribing concrete proposals to guide further implementa&s noted by UNFPA Executive Director Nafis Sadik, as well as by
tion in a diversity of national circumstances. Experiences gained af¢her representatives of UN agencies working on population issues
lessons learned in the last five years provided the impetus that supgfébnumerous representatives of governments and NGOs, the revie
delegates with the tools needed to find ways around the sensitivitig¥0cess hearteningly revealed that many countries, particularly deve
Delegates were pleased that the document focused on tangible ac@8H¥ countries, have made substantial progress in implementing the
and adopted a more programmatic approach. In particular, the docfz&iro agenda on the ground. Not only have many developing countri
ment’s delineation of specific benchmarks, including those to reduég@rmulated and implemented population policies and established
illiteracy of women and girls, maternal mortality and young people'§€cessary institutional mechanisms in the past five years, they have
vulnerability to HIV/AIDS, and provide safe and effective family ~ taken the POA seriously in financial terms, coming close to meeting
planning and contraceptive methods, were seen as an important aHeir Cairo commitments to mobilize two-thirds of the estimated

effective way of guiding countries in reaching the ambitious goals sé8$17 billion per year needed to implement the POA. Unfortunately,
out in the POA. donor countries have not come nearly as close to fulfilling their side

g}psbargain to mobilize the other third of this amount. This problem

Although a great deal of energy was expended during negotiati e : .
on balancing the needs and rights of adolescents with the rights, dlj{srepeatedly highlighted throughout the Special Session as the
l[#l@gest obstacle to full implementation of the POA.

and responsibilities of parents with regard to adolescents’ sexual a ; - i
reproductive health, most delegates felt that the considerable attentiof/nlike the Rio+5 process, however, delegates managed to reaffir
devoted to adolescents’ needs in the document was one of its strofg@istinancial commitments, emphasizing the urgent need for donor
features, given that today’s cohort of adolescents is the largest in ti§@untries to intensify their efforts to significantly increase their contri-
history of humankind. Another strength of the document was its ~bution towards achieving POA implementation. The recent approval
emphasis on means to address the HIV/AIDS pandemic, which ha8Y the US Senate to consider reinstating funding for UNFPA was see
become an exponentially devastating problem affecting the world’s2S & positive sign that financial commitments by donor countries mig!
population, particularly young people. still be met.
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Many del egates said that one of the shortcomings of the ICPD+5
process wasthe limited attention given to actions to address devel op-
mental concernsand comprehensive health problems faced by devel-
oping countries. However, somethought that the focuson reproductive
health issues was fundamental to human development, and the atten-
tion given to education and the well-being of youth would conse-
quently spur economic development. Many felt that thisfocus was
appropriate given that POA implementation isonly aquarter of the
way through its 20-year process. This approach was seen asasolid
platform upon which Copenhagen+5 and Beijing+5 can build when
addressing other facets of development.

Another perceived shortcoming was the absence of concrete
measuresto address the issue of population ageing. Some participants
said thistook aback seat, since the problem of growing numbers of
adolescents presented anear-crisis situation. They felt that in countries
where problemsrelating to the needs of ol der people were pressing,
theseissues would definitely need to be addressed.

Earlier in the PrepCom process, some participants expressed hesi-
tation over the approach to negotiating further actions. However, the
| CPD+5 process has shown that the consensusreachedin Cairoisalive
and strong. It has demonstrated that political will and partnershipsare
key to advancing such aglobal consensusaswasborne out inthe
progress made in implementing the POA. Many believethat The
Hague Forum played a pivotal rolein preparing negotiatorsto work
with aclear recollection of the progress, barriersand opportunitiesfor
further implementation. This enhanced partnerships between govern-
mentsand civil society inthisintergovernmental process.

Unlike the Rio+5 review, whose outcome | eft many politicians
disappointed and disenchanted with UN devel opment conferencesand
their seeming vacuity, the adoption by consensus of the |CPD+5 docu-
ment, despite the number of reservationsand interpretative statements,
has sparked fresh hope and presents the remaining review processes
with amodel for how to fashion workable solutionsto further imple-
ment the ambitious agendas agreed at these historic UN conferences.

THINGSTO LOOK FOR

NINTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GENDER
AND SCIENCE IN TECHNOL OGY: Thismeeting, entitled "From
Policy to Actionin Gender, Science and Technol ogy for Sustainable
Development in the 21st Century,” will be hosted by the Gender and
Science and Technology Association (GASAT) from 4-9 July 1999 in
Accra, Ghana. For more information contact: FEM SA Project, Girls’
Education Unit, Ghana Education Service, PO. Box M. 45, Accra,
Ghana; e-mail: gquai sie@africaonline.com.gh.

ECOSOCHIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT ONEMPLOYMENT
AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN: Thismeeting will be
held from 5-7 July 1999 in Geneva. For more information contact: the
Division for the Advancement of Women, 2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-
1216, New York, NY 10017, USA; fax: +1-212-963-3463; e-mail:
timothy @un.org; Internet; http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw.

NINTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR PEOPLE
LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS: Thisconferencewill be held from 13-19
August 1999 in Warsaw, Poland. For more information contact:
Conference Secretariat Office, Polish Foundation for Humanitarian
Aid"ResHumanage," ul. Kopernika 15, 00-259 Warsaw, Poland; tel/
fax: +48-22-826-0660 or 826-6224; e-mail: resaids@waw.pdi.net.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CONSUMPTION:

This meeting, "Down to Earth — Sustainable Consumption in the 21st
Century," will meet in Hampshire, UK, from 22-24 September 1999. It
is hosted by Project Integra and supported by UNED-UK, Onyx
Aurora - Integrated Waste Management, and Hampshire County
Council. For more information contact: Index Communications
Meeting Services; tel: +44-1794-511331/2; e-mail:
icms@dial.pipex.com; Internet: http://www.down-to-earth.co.uk/.

THE ROLE OF NGOSIN THE 21ST CENTURY: The 1999
Seoul International Conference on NGOs will meet in Seoul, Korea,
from 10-16 October 1999. For more information contact: Tripartite
Steering Committee; tel: +82-346-570-7160; fax: +82-346-570-7156;
or tel: +1-212-986-8557; fax: +1-212-986-0821; e-mail:
ngo99@gip.kyunghee.ac.kr.

EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL FORUM OF THE ASSOCIA-

TION FORWOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT (AWID): The 8th

Forum of AWID, "Leading Solutions for Equality and Justice," will
meet from 11-14 November 1999 in Washington, DC. For more infor-
mation contact: AWID, 1511 K Street, NW, Suite 825, Washington,
DC 20005, USA; tel: +1-202-628-0440; e-mail: awid@igc.apc.org;
Internet: http://www.awid.org.

COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
(CSD): The 8th session of the CSD is expected to meet in Spring 2000
to consider integrated planning and management of land resources,
agriculture, and financial resources/trade and investment/economic
growth. For more information contact: Andrey Vasilyev, Division for
Sustainable Development; tel: +1-212-963-5949; fax: +1-212-963-
4260; e-mail: vasilyev@un.org. For major group information contact:
Zehra Aydin-Sipos, Division for Sustainable Development; tel: +1-
212-963-8811; fax: +1-212-963-1267; e-mail: aydin@un.org;
Internet: http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/.

COPENHAGEN+5: The 38th Commission for Social Develop-
ment will meet in New York from 7-18 February 2000. The Prepara-
tory Committee for the Special Session of the General Assembly on
the Implementation of the Outcome of the World Summit for Social
Development and Further Initiatives will hold its second session from
3-14 April 2000 in New York, with the Special Session to take place
from 26-30 June 2000 in Geneva. For more information contact:
Secretariat, UN Commission for Social Development; tel: +1-212-
963-6763; fax: +1-212-963-3062; e- mail: ngoran@un.org; Internet:
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/wssdcall.htm.

BEIJING+5: The 44th session of the CSW will meet in New York
from 6-24 March 2000 and will act as the PrepCom for the Special
Session of the General Assembly to review and appraise implementa-
tion of the Beijing Platform for Action. Entitled "Women 2000:
Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the Twenty-first
Century," this Special Session will meet from 5-9 June 2000 in New
York. For more information contact: the Division for the Advancement
of Women, 2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-1216, New York, NY 10017,
USA, fax: +1-212-963-3463; e-mail: timothy@un.org; Internet: http://
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw.

HABITAT I1+5: The Preparatory Committee on follow-up to the
Second UN Conference on Human Settlements will meet from 2-4
May 2000 in Nairobi, Kenya. For more information contact: Informa-
tion and External Relations, UN Centre for Human Settlements,
UNCHS (Habitat); tel: +254-2-623067; fax: +254-2-624060; Internet:
http://www.unhabitat.org.



