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HIGHLIGHTSFROM CSW-44.
28 FEBRUARY -2 MARCH 2000

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) held thefirst part
of its44th session from 28 February to 2 March 2000 to follow-up on
the Fourth World Conference on Women (FWCW) and to review and
appraise theimplementation of the Platform for Action (PFA). The
CSW will continueto meet until 17 March 2000 as a Preparatory
Committee (PrepCom) for the UN General Assembly Special Session
on “Women 2000: Gender equality, development and peace for the
21st century.”

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BEIJING PROCESS

In 1972, the United Nations General Assembly (GA), inresolution
3010 (XX VII), proclaimed 1975 International Women's Year, to be
devoted to intensified action to promote equality between men and
women, to ensure full integration of women in the total devel opment
effort, and to increase women’s contributions to the strengthening of
world peace. Inresolution 3520 (XX X), the GA proclaimed 1976-
1985 the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Devel opment
and Peace.

FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN: The
FWCW was held in Beijing, China, from 4-15 September 1995. An
estimated 50,000 government delegates, UN representatives, NGOs
and members of the mediaattended the conference and its parallel
NGO Forum at Huairou. The principal themes of the Conferencewere
the advancement and empowerment of women in relation to women’s
human rights, women and poverty, women and decision-making, the
girl-child, violence against women and other areas of concern. At the
end of the Conference, del egates adopted the Beijing Declaration and
PFA. The PFA setsout an agendafor empowering women and acceler-
ating implementation of the Nairobi Forward-L ooking Strategy
(NFLS), and aimsto achieve significant change by the year 2000.

BEIJING DECLARATION AND PLATFORM FOR
ACTION: TheBeijing Declaration aims at accel erating theimple-
mentation of the NFLS. It deal swith removing the obstaclesto
women's public participation in all spheresof public and privatelife
through afull and equal sharein economic, social, cultural and polit-
ical decision-making.

The PFA acknowledgesthat significant progresswill depend on
building strategic partnershipsand involving all stakeholdersinthe
effortstowards change. The action plan setstime-specific targets,
committing nationsto carry out concrete actionsin areas such as
health, education, decision-making and legal reformswiththeultimate
goal of eliminating all forms of discrimination against women in both
public and privatelife. PFA implementation is mainly the responsi-
bility of governments, but it also involvesinstitutionsin the public,
private and non-governmental sectorsat all levels. The PFA identifies
12 areas of concern: poverty, education and training, health, violence,
armed conflict, economy, decision-making, institutional mechanisms
human rights, media, environment and the girl-child.

BEIJING +5: In Resolution 52/100, the UN General Assembly
decided to convene a Special Session to review and appraise progress
inimplementing the NFL S and the Beijing PFA to take placefive
years after the FWCW, and to deliberate on further actionsand initia-
tives. Thisreview isnot intended to renegotiate existing arrangements
but will assess successes, failures and obstaclesto goals set at Nairobi
and Beijing. The Special Sessionis scheduled to take place from 5-9
June 2000in New York.

In Resolution 52/231, the UN General Assembly designated the
CSW to act asthe Preparatory Committee for the Special Session
during its 43rd and 44th sessionsin March 1999 and March 2000. The
GA invited the Commission to propose the agenda and documentation
for the Special Session and to focusin particular on the report
requested from the Secretary-General to contain suggestionson
further actionsand initiatives. The Committee was asked to pay partic
ular attention to mainstreaming agender perspective and common
trends and themes acrossthe 12 critical areas of concern set out in the
PFA. To enhance participation in the Beijing +5 process, those NGOs
that were accredited to the FWCW wereinvited to attend the 43rd and
44th sessions of the CSW.

REPORT OF CSW-44

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS: During itsfirst week, CSW-
44 included over 600 participants, including ministers and other high-
level government officials, UN agency representatives, international
and non-governmental organizations and the media. Over the course
of the four-day meeting, participants of CSW-44 met in eight plenary
sessions and del egations met twicein aclosed Working Group on
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Communications. Delegates addressed: the follow-up to the FWCW,
thereview and appraisal of theimplementation of the PFA, and the
follow-up to ECOSOC resol utions and decisions. On Wednesday, 1
March, apanel discussion washeld on emerging issues, trends and
new approachesto issues affecting women or gender equality. On
Thursday, 2 March, del egates adopted the provisional agendafor
CSW-45 (E/CN.6/2000/L.7, E/CN.6/2000/CRP.3) and the report of
CSW-44 (E/CN.6/2000/L.3.)

SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS: On Thursday, 2 March, dele-
gates adopted four new resolutionsrelating to:

*» Release of women and children taken hostage, including those

subsequently imprisoned, in armed conflicts (E/CN.6/2000/L .2);

* Situation of women and girlsin Afghanistan (E/CN.6/2000/L.4);

« Situation of and assistanceto Pal estinian women (E/CN.6/2000/
L.5); and

* Women, thegirl childand HIV/AIDS (E/CN.6/2000/L.6).

Release of Women and Children Taken Hostage, Including
those Subsequently Imprisoned, in Armed Conflicts: Theresolu-
tion reaffirmstheimportance of both international humanitarian law
and theimplementation of the PFA in the context of women and chil-
drenin armed conflictsand their releasein the case of hostage-taking
and imprisonment. Operative paragraphs condemn violent acts against
civilianwomen and children in areas of armed conflict and urge
involved partiesto respect international humanitarian law and to
protect and rel ease women and children taken hostage or imprisoned,
and to provide them with humanitarian assistance. The resolution
requests the Secretary-General and relevant international organiza-
tionsto facilitate the rel ease of women and children taken hostage and
imprisoned in armed conflict, and to report on the implementation of
theresolution at CSW-45.

Situation of Women and Girlsin Afghanistan: Theresolution
condemnsthe continuing grave violations of women’'sand girls
human rightsin all areas of Afghanistan aswell as continued restric-
tions on women’s access to health care, education and employment
outside the home. Theresolution urgesall Afghan partiesto take
measuresto ensure: therepeal of |egislation and other measures that
discriminate against women and girls; effective participation of
womenincivil, cultural, economic, political and social life; respect for
the equal right of women to work; respect for the equal right of women
and girlsto education without discrimination; respect for theright of
women to security of person; respect for freedom of movement for
women; and respect for women’sand girls accessto necessary facili-
tiesto protect their right to the highest attainable standard of physical
and mental health. In addition, the resolution: appealsto all states, the
international community and the UN to ensure that all humanitarian
assistance to and activitiesin Afghanistan are based on the principle of
non-discrimination; urges statesto continueto give special attention to
the promotion and protection of women'’s human rightsin Afghani-
stan; wel comes the establishment of the positions of Gender Advisor
and Human Rights Advisor at the UN Office of the Resident Coordi-
nator for Afghanistan; and urgesall Afghan factionsto ensurethe
safety and protection of all UN and humanitarian workersin Afghani-
stan and to allow them to carry out their work unhindered.

With one revision noting the report of the Special Rapporteur on
Violence Against Women, and another requesting the Secretary-
General to continueto review and submit areport to the Commission
on the situation of women and girlsin Afghanistan, the resolution was
adopted.

Situation of and Assistanceto Palestinian Women: The resolu-
tion: recallsthe special situation of Palestinian womeninthefollow-up
tothe Beijing Declaration, the PFA, the NFLS, relevant UN resol u-

tions and the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against
Women; stresses the need for implementation of existing agreements
and afinal settlement; and notes the continuing difficult situation of
Pal estinian women in the Occupied Pal estinian Territory. Operational
paragraphs call for asuccessful peace processwith tangible progress
for Pal estinian women and reaffirm the negative impacts of Isragli
occupation. Theresolution callson Israel to comply with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant conventions and facil-
itate the return of refugees and displaced Pal estinian women, and calls
for financial and technical assistance from theinternational commu-
nity. Final paragraphsrequest the CSW to continue monitoring aspects
of the NFL S and the PFA relevant to Pal estinian women, and the
Secretary-General to review the situation.

Commenting on theresolution, ISRAEL said the situation of
women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory was better than that of
women in most countries and called for focused attention to urgent
women'’sissuesrather thanto political ones. SYRIA called for, and
LEBANON supported, theright of Palestinian women to self-determi-
nation and lamented the absence of referenceto Security Council reso-
lutionsand to the principle of “Land for Peace” inthetext of the
resolution. IRAN said acomprehensive and fair solution for peace
restsin the restoration of al rights of Palestinian people and the end of
the Israeli occupation.

Women, the Girl Child and HIV/AIDS: The resolution recog-
nizesthat the proportion of womenwith HIV isgrowing in every
region, and girlsin the 15-24 age bracket are at ahigher risk of infec-
tion than boys. It notes that the majority of women and girlsin devel-
oping countries do not enjoy full accessto education and health care,
and are more vul nerable to infection than men physiologically and
because of their subordinate status. Acknowledging that millions of
women do not have accessto variousways of lowering infection rates,
such as drugs and education, the resolution recallsthe work of various
UN agenciesin offering different forms of empowerment and support
towomen with HIV/AIDS. Thetext reaffirmsthe right of women and
girlsto health, education, and protection from discrimination dueto
infection. The resolution urges governmentsto improve women's
economic independence and promote their overall advancement so
they may better protect themselves, and requests governments and the
international community to make HIV/AIDS adevelopment priority,
particularly inthe worst-hit regions of Africa.

The resolution calls on governmentsto: provide legal protection
for peoplewith HIV/AIDS,; support AIDS orphans and women caring
for infected patients; adopt integrated AIDS prevention policies
tailored to women and girls; support women’s groupsin changing
harmful practicesand end all forms of violence against women that
aggravate the epidemic; and ensure availability of comprehensive
health care. It callsupon UNAIDSto: intensify itseffortsto assist
governmentsin determining the best policies and programmesto
prevent HIV infection among women and girls; place greater emphasis
on the education of men and boys about their rolesin preventing trans-
mission; and give priority attention to women and girlsin Africa. It
callsonrelevant UN entitiestoincorporate HIV/AIDS prevention,
especialy among women and children, into their activities.

THINGSTO LOOK FOR TODAY.

Plenary: The CSW, acting as the PrepCom to the Special Session,
will convene at 10:00 am in Conference Room 1 to hear opening state-
ments. Two draft resolutions on the participation and accreditation of
NGOsat the UN Specia Sessionwill beintroduced for adoption by the
Plenary in the afternoon session starting at 3:00 pm.



