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SUMMARY REPORT OF petition calls on the Swiss Federal Council to increase federal fundin
SOLIDARITY FOR THE FUTURE: for development assistance to 0.4% of GDP and on the Federal
THE NORTH/SOUTH CONFERENCE Council and Parliament to declare sustainable development a natior
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT goal and ensure that it is firmly embodied along with corresponding
25-29 MAY 1998 principles of foreign policy in the federal constitution.

Solidarity for the Future: The North/South Conference for Sustain-The petition also calls for the establishment of the "Foundation fo
able Development took place in Berne, Switzerland from 25-29 M8plidarity," as proposed by the President of the Swiss Confederatiol
1998. The cordrence, organized by the Swiss Coalition of Develogrnold Koller, in March 1997. The Foundation would offer assistance
ment Organisations, gathered more than 900 participants from 40to those in need, prevent the development of new conflicts in Switze
countries, including political and economic leaders and representatigad and abroad, promote peace, and help ensure world-wide respe
from civil society and the scientific community. for human rights. The petition calls for the establishment of the Foul

The objectives of the conference were to address aspects of pakition in 1998, the year of the f8@nniversary of the Swiss Federa-
ical, economic and social change that will shape North/South relatitios. The Swiss Coalition is collecting signatures for the petition on th,
in the 21st ceniry, give broad public exposure to the concerns of tRgreets and through direct mailings, as well as at the North/South
South with respect to solidarity and sustainable development, andConference for Sustainable Development.
formulate demands for sound future development, examining them  The foundation of the Campaign is the North/South Manifesto fol
from the perspectives of the North and the South and leading to gystainable Development, drafted by the Swiss Coalition in late 199
conclusions relevant to Switzerland. A number of prominent persofke draft was discussed and reviewed with representatives from the
ities addressed the conference, including Julius Nyerere, former pgggith at an international workshop in Les Granges, Switzerland frol
ident of Tanzania, Nafis Sadik, Director of the United Nations 7-9 January 1997 and was revised based on these discussions. Th
Population Fund, and José Ramos Horta, winner of the 1996 Nobgjanifesto was officially presented at a press conference to launch tt
Peace Prize. Campaign on 30 January 1997. Addressed to politicians, trade and

Each day the conference addressed different themes related tas@listry, civil society and individuals, the Manifesto contains 21
darity and sustainable development: on Monday, 25 May, Switzeryjiqelines for defining Switzerland's role in thé2entury and indi-
land's Global Role; on Tuesday, 26 May, the Global Workplace Verg%lﬁng how to make the transition to sustainable development. It serv

the Swiss Workplace; on Wednesday, 27 May, Implementing the Aiqis;, is of di ; he North h f f )
of the Rio Earth Summit; on Thursday, 28 May, A Closeok at Soli- gﬁte gé)\:;\:llgpomglnst.cussmns atthe North/South Conference for Sustz

darity; and on Friday, 29 May, Forward to 2050. In addition, partici-
pants enjoyed cultural events each evening, and, on the final two dayE NORTH/SOUTH MANIFESTO FOR SUSTAINABLE
of the conference, visited a North/South Market for Sustainable DeR&VELOPMENT
opment, which featured information, products, entertainment and de“Progress and Shortcomings in Recent DecadeBhe Manifesto
cacies from many parts of the world. outlines progress in development in the South but also notes negati
trends, such as continued poverty, the widening gap between rich al
A BRIEF HISTORY OF poor, habitat loss and margpinalizgtion of Iow-ingo?nggroups and poc

THE NORTH/SOUTH CONFERENCE countries. It emphasizes the need for a radical change in the way
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ggople live and do business, especially in the North and thus in Swi
The Swiss Coalition of Development Organisations, an umbreli®rland. Both the North and the South must take decisive steps towe

organization comprised of Swissaid, the Catholic Lenten Fund, Breaste equitable and sustainable development.
for All, Helvetas and Caritas, launched a two-year "North-South A plea for Sustainable DevelopmentThe Manifesto states that
Campaign for Sustainable Development” in January 1997. The people everywhere are entitled to a life with dignity, prosperity, fundz
Campaign is intended to stimulate a broad debate with and amonghental political liberties, education, cultural diversity and an intact
Swiss decision makers, the Swiss public and partners from the S@Hfironment. These basic rights must also be ensured for future ger
on Switzerland's role in development policy in thé&2&ntury and to ations. Development must not be equated with economic growth
mobilize various actors in Swiss society to address the problems afone; sustainable development is an integral process in which ecolc
sustainable development. ical, social and cultural dimensions are just as important as the
The Campaign consists of a number of elements aimed at economic dimension. The central focus must be on human beings, r
increasing the awareness of sustainable development issues amdigjnpetition and the marketplace; civil society must be the driving
Swiss decision makers, including letter-writing campaigns, semindggce as well as the beneficiary of sustainable development. North/
and study trips with Members of Parliament to developing countriéguth relations should be governed by a new set of ethical principle
Other elements of the Campaign are geared toward raising publicthat extend far beyond those of the marketplace. The only firm foun
awareness, including a petition for "Solidarity for the Future.” The dation for development efforts is the principle of "caring and sharing.

Sustainable Developmerigsa publication of the International Institute for Sustainable Development (11ISD) <info@iisd.ca>, publisheEaattiNegotiations Bulleti®. This
issue is written and edited by Laura Ivers <laurai @iigyb, Leila Mead <leila@interport.net> and&Schmidt <kiras@iisd.org>. Digital media for this meeting is produced by
Jeffrey Anderson <janderson@iisd.ca>. The Managing Edit®ustainable DevelopmerissLangston James "Kimo" Goree VI <kimo@iisd.org>. Funding for coverage of this
meeting has been provided by the Swiss Coalition of Development Organisations. The authors can be contacted at theinaleddragses and at tel: +1-212-644-0204)and
by fax: +1-212-644-0206. 1ISD can be contacted at 161 Portage Avenue East, 6th Floor, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 0Y4, Ceha@d-848-7700. The opinions expressef in
theSustainable Developmer#ge those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of IISD and other funders. Exce3pistdioable Developmemtgy be used in
other publications with appropriate academic citation. Electronic versidhisstdinable Developmerdge sent to e-mail distribution lists (ASCIl and PDF format) and can be
found on the Linkages WWW-server at <http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/>. For further informat®uastainable Developmentscluding requests to provide reporting serviges,
contact the Managing Editor at <kimo@iisd.org>.
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A Coordinated Effort: The Manifesto calls on all actors in Civil Society: Challenging Those with PowerActors in civil
government, trade and industry and civil society to cooperate if a society can be an independent third force alongside industry and
breakthrough is to be made in fulfilling this vision of sustainable government in actively helping to combat economic marginalization
development. Because this vision concerns the North as well as tisecial discrimination, loss of political self-determination and ecolog-
South, representatives from Africa, Asia and Latin America also ical degradation. The Manifesto affirms its commitment to:

participated in drawing up the Manifesto. 11) strengthening civil society as an independent third force,
21 GUIDELINES FOR SWITZERLAND'S ROLE IN THE including cooperating with partners committed to empowering the

21ST CENTURY poor or influencing the framework conditions that affect the poor;
Government Policy: Focusing Policy on the SouthSwiss 12) participation of all members of civil society as a basic prin-

foreign policy must be concerned with equity for the South, going ciple, i.e. by supporting grassroots movements in the South that
beyond the boundaries of development cooperation to deal with tloppose and offer alternatives to totalitarian regimes and calling for th
structural causes of poverty. The Manifesto calls on Switzerland tgarticipation of private organizations in the World Trade Organizatior
1) create a proper framework for achieving sustainable develof&/TO) and other multilateral institutions;
ment, such as by initiating ecological tax reform to levy taxes on 13) giving alternative social models a chance jfgr alia,
energy rather than employment; fostering research partnerships between North and South that addre
2) align its foreign economic policy with the declared aims of it§ustainable development issues outside the mainstream;
foreign policy, byjnter alia, ceasing to promote bilateral trade with ~ 14) expanding development-related information and educational
countries where violations of human rights occur and promoting activities, such as by getting private organizations to invest in inform:
uniform global social and ecological standards for multinational tion, education and development activities; and
corporations (MNCs); 15) establishing appropriate new coalitions between actors in civ
3) pursue an active foreign policy that gives priority to a North/society and their counterparts in Switzerland and abroad, by collabc
South commitment to sustainable development, by showing steadfatshg with business, politics, universities and consumer organizatior
commitment to a policy that promotes peace and justice to preverdnd coordinating with grassroots initiatives in the South.
conflict and to combat exploitation and lack of good governance; Individuals: Shaping the Future Together: The Manifesto
4) enter into binding partnerships with the South, such as by emphasizes that each individual can contribute to putting the North
opening the Swiss market to imports of both raw and processed agnd the South on the path to sustainable development. It calls on in
cultural products; and viduals to:
5) actively participate in the search for global solutions (global  16) treat everyone with respect, regardless of their sex, origin, sk
governance) by demonstrating commitment to global terms of tradmlor or religion;
thap stipulate both the rights and the obligations of MNCs towards 17) attain more socially and ecologically balanced lifestyles;
society and the environment. 18) givepreference to sustainable production and fair trade;
Trade and Industry: Fulfilling Social Responsibilities: The 19) actively participate in community service; and

private sector is assuming ever-increasing importance and influence a§0) exercise political rights favoring sustainable development.

public-sector involvement declines, markets are liberalized and busi- ina Toaeth Surviving Toaether-By chanai
nesses go global. At the same time, companies are showing a growing€a/n!Ng 10getner - surviving fogetnher.by changing course -
rd sustainable development, the way for a new social contract |

n

responsibility toward society and the environment. Businesses m an ! -

perceive their responsibilities as comprehensively as citizens percBf/89 paved. The Manifesto calls upon all actors in the North and tr

the rights and duties of citizenship. What is required now is to bringPUth t share power, pay attention to the positive aspects of other

business interests into line with national and global political demangiieties and leam from one another in order to give sustainable dex

The Manifesto calls on Swiss trade and industry to: oprment a chance and give all people, including present and future
6) pursue business activities in an environmentally friendly generations, a chance to live with dignity. It calls on all actors to:

manner, byinter alia, applying the "polluter pays" principle in pricin 21) seek to learn from one another, the North from the South an
policies and systematically incorporating ecological consideratior%nﬁ South from the North.
research and development and in processesdfiption and $posal;
7) provide sufficient jobs, by making current paid and unpaid jobs REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE
more available and more equitably distributed between men and The conference was organized around topics addressed in the
women, by introducing new work patterns and part-time jobs and Manifesto: Switzerland's Global Role (Monday); the Global Work-
supporting the concept of a lower rate of taxation on employment afate versus the Swiss Workplace (Tuesday); Implementing the Airr
a higher rate on capital and energy; of the Rio Earth Summit (Wednesday); A Closer Look at Solidarity
8) desist from engaging in economically, socially, politically andThursday); and Forward to 2050 (Friday). Each day was chaired by
ecologically destabilizing practices, by abstaining from capital invé§e executive director of one of the five member organizations of the
ments in speculative, destabilizing transactions and giving preferefidss Coalition. Participants heard keynote speeches on these topi
to ecologically sound financial investments; each day, followed by open discussion, and, from Tuesday through
9) gear business activities more pointedly to the needs of poorgf'dayv took part in @ number of simultaneous workshops. Panel
developing countries, regions and population groups, such as by discussions were undertaken on these topics in the afternoon.
accepting more imports from the South that generate jobs and earr@r%&i@w'r.‘g is @ summary of the plenary sessions, workshops and par
locally and expanding research capacities in the South; and iscussions, organized by daily topic.
10) act in the interests of society, including accepting a level of SWITZERLAND'S GLOBAL ROLE

taxation that allows the state to exercise the functions that have been . . )
democratically delegated to it (education, social and environmental_ On the first day of the conference, discussion focused on the then

policy, public health, etc.) and pursuing an open information poliP! “Switzerland's Global Role.” The following questions guided the

and detailed, transparent accountability for all MNCs. discussion: what will be the focus of Swiss foreign policy in thé 21
century; what do people in the South expect from Switzerland; and
what role can Switzerland play in international organizations? The
meeting was chaired by Werner Kulling, President of the Swiss Coa
tion of Development Organizations. Flavio Cotti, President of the
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Swiss Confederation, Pallo Jordan, South African Minister of EnviRewly democratized South Africa inherited a modern progressive sta
ronmental Affairs and Tourism, and Nafis Sadik, Director of the and is perceived as being able to look after its own needs and assist

United Nations Population FUftdNFPA), delivered keynote rest of Africa, few of its citizens have benefited from development.
addresses, and in the afternoon a panel discussed what direction Swisfe recommended that developed countries reassess their positic
foreign policy should take. in Southern development and condemned harsh structural adjustme

PLENARY programmes, ineffective debt restructuring and nationalism as inhib
. . . - . iting progress towards sustainable development. He also stressed t
In his opening remarks, Chair Werner Kiilling outlined the conf@sed for new and additional resources to implement Agenda 21 and 1
ence’s objectives: to address aspects of political, economic and sgeiisloped countries to take the lead in reducing and eliminating unst
change that will shape North/South relations in the 21st century; tiinaple production and consumption patterns. He emphasized the
give broad public exposure to the South’s concerns with respect to 59ption of new technologies, a holistic approach in the transfer of
darity and sustainable development; and to formulate demands fogest practice technologies and ODA programmes to provide access
sound future development, examining them from the perspectives@ése technologies. He commended the Swiss focus on projects in
the North and South and forging conclusions relevant to Switzerlaggerer regions, noting contributions in the Eastern Cape area, and
He noted that the basis of the conference is the North/South Manif K{fessed hope that the conference would contribute to future soli-
for Sustainable Development, which the Coalition drafted with par, arity.
ners from the South and whose basic tenets are solidarity and sustaif,fis sadik spoke on the role of small nations in international org:

ability. He stressed that, as Switzerland celebrates it§ 150 nizations. She emphasized that large and small nations alike play
anniversay, its role in global development in theS2dentury must ~ important roles in international organizations. Switzerland, while not
become better defined. He welcomed constructive input from particimember of the UN, has actively participated in its debates and
pants on Swiss development cooperation, external economic relatimmgributed to its activities. She noted that the UN was founded on ¢
and foreign policy. He urged participants to sign the petition that calfision of greater peace, security, freedom and prosperity and, while
for the establishment of the Foundation for Solidarity, increased desigirificant global progress has been made in these areas, it is uneve
opment assistance and entrenchment of the principle of sustainalléstributed. Equity and social justice remain goals for the next mille-
development in the Swiss constitution. nium, but to achieve them, an understanding of the relationship
He underscored the intertwining of people’s fates in the South Viiiween population, environment and sustainable development is
those in the North and stated that, while globalization, deregulatiofgquired at all levels. In this regard, the North/South Manifesto for
and privatization are widely propagated, few speak of "social globgHstainable Development is a timely initiative and a good example c
ization" and the responsibility to help those in need. He emphasiz#e contribution by a small nations’ citizens to the dialogue on globs
that this conference was not just another event in the North aboutRfblems and their solutions.
South but is based on the belief in solidarity with people and the envi-She noted that at the 1994 International Conference on Populatic
ronment and would be addressed by and receive input from manyand Development (ICPD), the international community agreed on a
Southern participants. Programme of Action recognizing population as a critical factor in
President Flavio Cotti addressed human rights, conflict managgacial and economic development. She highlighted the contribution
ment, sustainable development and the role of Swiss foreign policyofigany small nations, including Switzerland, to the debate and to
recalled his participation at the 1992 Earth Summit as the Swiss Egfisensus on the Programme. She highlighted the notable agreem
ronment Minister and lamented the lack of progress achieved sind¥ @ cost estimate for implementation of the Programme's reproducti
then. He said the Bruntland Report and Agenda 21 achieved worlfiealth component, but expressed concern over the inadequate mok
wide understanding that sustainable development will only be realization of these resources to date. She emphasized that the action pl
if ecological, social and economic dimensions are promoted equafjrecent UN conferences contain agreed policy elements to achieve
and while the last decade has witnessed unprecedented economigetter future for all. At the global level, the technical and financial
growth, the necessary adjustments have not been made in envirofileans exist to achieve this goal, but the political will is lacking. The
mental and social areas. He stressed that the North must demonstM@#esto is an important expression of political will and reflects the
commitment to sustainable development. He cited the growing New global consensus from the UN conferences -- that sustainable
number of international agreements on environmental protection &8velopment is about people.
significant progress and called for further establishment of legally-  The floor was then opened for questions from the floor. Partici-
binding multilateral instruments. pants commented on: the transfer of medical technology to Africa
Acknowledging the interlinkages between poverty and environversus the use of indigenous technologies; the role of the North in
mental protection, he said combating poverty must be an end in it¥st destruction in the South; the prioritization, costs and needs of
and humankind must be central to environmental protection. Notir@@'th system development at local and national levels; and South
that the scope of human rights embraces all elements of personalAirican programmes for environmental protection.
development, including social and ecological concerns, President
Cotti underscored that respect for human rights imddmental PANEL DlSCU“SSION L : . . on
prerequisite for sustainable development. He emphasized the need t¢N€ Panel, “What Direction Should Swiss Foreign Policy Take
alleviate human rights violations resulting from violent conflict andV@S moderated by Esther Girsberger, Editor-in-Chief of “Tages-
said sustainable development is essential to achieving this goal. H¥'Z€iger” newspaper, and was comprised of Ursula Koch, Presider
stressed the importance of civil society, particularly NGOs and relfdfthe Social Democratic Party, Adalbert Durrer, President of the
organizations, for their contributions to Swiss development policy. r|s}|an Democrfétlc Ry, lSJeI[ Maurer,Pres[cc:Iient o;tp]e SWAS.S |
Minister Pallo Jordan shared the experiences of South Africa Pe?-p es Party, and Franz Steineggar, President of the Radical Dem
: ; o : ic Party. Panelistér$t took up the question of why, when
regarding sustainable development, highlighting its efforts to raise ff ussing Swiss foreian policy. development aid and North/South
standard of living and the quality of people’s lives, particularly tho 9 dgd P g’o P i id devel id
who struggled under apartheid. He underscored the need for glob operation are not addressed. One panelist said development ai
D9~ ; : L : d should be part of foreign policy, but admitted that discussions o
cooperation, including partnerships both within the South and with elopment policy have been pushed to the back burner by domes
North, in achieving sustainable development. He stated that in Afr lems. Another said that, although he supported funding for deve
Bew ecpnotmlc pohgei hat\r/]e been aftrtactmg |n\(estrr|1ent, eqo?om|e ent aid, foreign policy is dictated by current events, and develoj
eginning to grow faster than populations, regional associations : o . ; . ’
working toward a free trade area, and improved telecommunicatio gnt Is only discussed in consideration of budgetary matters.
are a major factor in growth and development. He said that although
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Panelists discussed capital flight, tax evasion and tax fraud, patttiat cannot be fulfilled and that empowerment and education of
ularly regarding funds flowing into development projects. One ~ women should be the focus of development aid. A participant askec
panelist said that no one is interested in accepting money of dubiauisat the Swiss government is doing to increase ODA. Panelists
origin but that banks cannot be stopped from accepting funds andreplied that the government is in debt and the current national policy
assets. He said the Swiss want to maintain traditional values withone of austerity. One participant said the panel illustrated that peopl
respect to banking secrecy. Another panelist noted that, particularlgiia only willing to take actions that do not fundamentally alter their
light of recent events in Indonesia, pressure should be put on the lifestyles and again asked what panelists were willing to renounce.
government to examine Indonesian assets in Swiss banks for fraudu-
lence. It was stressed that interests and objectives must be clearly THE GLOBAL WORKPLACE VERSUS THE SWISS
defined with respect to aid and cooperation and that solidarity involves WORKPLACE
donor country sacrifices. One panelist questioned how long rich counOn Tuesday, 26 May, discussion focused on the theme of "The
tries can continue to pay lip service to development aid. Global Workplace Versus the Swiss Workplace." The following ques

Regarding development projects, panelists emphasized the imigmms guided the discussion: is the South competing for jobs in the
tance of taking advantage of valuable local human resources on sithoofh, and vice versa; what factors favor the creation of jobs; and whi
both NGOs and governments, who make important contributions tmeasures can be taken to stop social and ecological dumping? The
the success of projects. It was noted that development aid is a mergeating was chaired by Christoph Stiickelberger, Executive Secreta
of state, private and economic institutions, and that development cobpread for All. Participants were addressed by Dharam Ghai, forme
eration could be improved by greater cooperation between the  Director of the UN Research Institute for Social Development
economy and private organizations in the field to enable investors(tdNRISD), Ruth Montrichard, Service Volunteers For All (SERVOL),
create jobs in recipient countries. The moderator highlighted the Julius Nyerere, former President of Tanzania, and NarcgyB
problem of viewing development cooperation as an opportunity toDirector of Women’s World Banking. A panel discussion was
invest and improve the Swiss economy without concern for socialconducted on whether Switzerland is facing an economic crisis.
justice in recipient countries. It was noted that the development cqop-
eration of many European governments contributes to enhancing NARY o ) )
wealth of developing country elites rather than fighting poverty, Dharam Ghai discussed the importance of employment creation f
supporting rural development and improving education and healttdeévelopment. He underscored that employment gives people a sen

On the merits of ecological tax reform, one panelist emphasizeR] Usefulness to society, while unemployment leads to personal frus
Switzerland's considerable deficit and suggested that such reformiration, drug and alcohol abuse, crime and ethnic conflicts. He said tf
might simply be an alibi to generate additional financial resources #gfinition of unemployment must also include unfair, seasonal and
the state, while the global goal of ecological tax reform is being lo¥iformal sector employment. He called for growth-oriented macroecc
Another panelist said there are no medium- or long-term alternatiy&¥nic policies aimed at increasing farmers' incomes, promoting
to ecological tax reform. He said alternative energy prices must b&hicro-enterprise, increasing labor intensive exports and creating
lowered and noted that this is being discussed in the Swiss ParlianfdRployment. He proposed that the international community develop
He also expressed concern over the relationship between Switzer4pdd-wide employment programme aimed at environmental regene
and the EU, noting that Switzerland has made greater efforts tharf#), infrastructure development, small farmer and micro-enterprise
EU toward making transport more sustainable, and emphasized t§Ctor development and human development. He suggested liberal
need for partnerships in implementing ecological policies. It was Policies to allow foreign companies or groups of workers to compet
suggested that the medium- and long-term strategy must be to surigbﬁhort—term contracts in service sector markets overseas and, noti

renewable energy sources rather than to import and tax potentiallf"€ growing elderly populations in industrialized countries, recom-
ended that countries contract out care for the elderly to poor coun

olluting energy sources. . ) h . ;
P g 9y ies. He proposed creating “services to humanity departments” in

Panelists were asked what they would be willing to renounce i ! e . A ;
- ol ICs and establishing a method for rating social initiatives to guide
order to create a fairer world. They emphasized: the personal and I'anthropic contributions.

vidual nature of this decision; the importance of influencing family . . .
and friends to live more sustainably; the inappropriateness of the stat&Uth Montrichard spoke on jobs for the poor. She emphasized th
dictating who should renounce what and when; the commitment gf€rSPective of the poor in the provision of jobs instead of assuming tt
development assistance in itself as an act of renunciation; and the H@g&w'” be grateful for any job offered. She pointed to a loss of hop
to reduce military spending and direct it toward development assiéd confidence among the poor, stressing the importance of humar
tance. developmentolln job 'provéshlonﬁ'Slﬁ?hhascgthbg\I/%Eg of Slelf_ﬁ%er?ma

: . cation and training. She highlighte 's early childhoo
e Gt nenapene orcommens fom he oo GBS, 41 S, e LN S S
if so, were panelists willing to renounce international institutions t munity boards of education. The early childhood centers are

: Py rent- and community-oriented. The junior life centers provide
poerpetuate_ North/South inequalities such as the IMF and the WTQ,; ing in marketable skills, build self-esteem and prepare adolescer
ne panelist said the IMF is a necessary infrastructure, while ano a garentin SERVOL has also set up three hiah-tech centers and
stated that the speed of globalization must be slowed and that th 9. P 9 |

: ith its sister organization, has begun to offer small loans for entrepr

Euman factor must be taken more seriously at the next WTO neg ‘I’hrial ventures. She highlighted the contribution of funding from the
ons. Another panelist, noting that the transnational economy is a, ith to the success and development of SERVOL's programmes

parasite that drains nation-states, said countries must globalize powb g contributions from Helvetas in particular. She stressed self-re
and develop standards famfer alia, democracy, environment and e. empowerment and human development'in e v dull
labor. Another participant said Swiss banks accept money from cor nomic and social participation and sustainable development. Sh
sources and Swiss companies sell poisonous products to develop emphasized the distinction between economic and developmen
countries and asked what the Swiss govemment is doing to addr wth, and stressed the importance of listening to the poor and
this. One panelist noted that Switzerland can only make compani doptiﬁg the North/South Manifesto
obey Swiss laws and that other countries need to develop nationa - . - o
legislation to protect their natural resources. The floor was then opened for discussion. Participants highlighte

One participant asked what Switzerland is doing to reduce popgl)%_V\I_estern style of education in developing countries left over fron
tion growth and to help people in developing countries and how it onial times, as well as the need to shift from throw-away economie

plans to meet the financial commitment made at the ICPD. A panéﬁsrtecydmg economies.
responded that governments make promises at international meetings
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Julius Nyerere discussed universal social standards, emphasizing-air Trade Labelling and Private Sector Social Clauses:
that they are not possible due to the historical, cultural and social dibé&seussion focused on codes of conduct, their implementation to
sity of countries. He stated that demands to include social issues improve labor conditions and the need to incorporate Southern NG(
international trade discussions mask protectionist tendencies in ingeispectives in their formulation. Codes of conduct were regarded ¢
trialized countries, as they are based on the precept that fair and fvezcess-oriented tools involving workers, companies and civil societ
competition requires a level playing field. He said it would be imp@sid as complements to efforts toward global minimum standards in tt
sible for poor countries to meet the cost of internationally acceptapleduction of goods.
social standards because standards ultimately depend on the wealth §fGOs, the "Drive Belts" Linking Researchers and End-users:
each country. This has been generally accepted; now it is proposedihaicipants discussed the need to: tackle gaps in institutional cultur
all countries implement core labor standards, most of which are ingag approaches between NGOs and researchers based on succes:
porated in ILO Conventions that many countries have already signgehmples; ensure that applied research is driven by local needs ant
He stated that rich countries preach democracy to poor nationssirategically planned at national and international levels; build
apply sanctions against those determined to be undemocratic, butdpacity at all levels; increase the participation of women and socia
not advance democracy at the international level. Universal sociakcientists in research; assign higher priority to applied research at in:
standards are not possible nor just unless they are linked to and cturtidinal and political levels; and maintain support for applied researc
tional on parallel implementation of national and international antiby funding agencies.
poverty programmes and are incompatible with unfettered competitioninternational Social Dumping and the Role of Trade Unions:
in the global market. He explained the hostility of Southern countri@s Trade Unions Fail as a Result of National Self-interest¥ork-
toward proposals to bring trade-related social standards into the agg@ participants widely recognized the need for broader coalitions
of the WTO rather than the ILO, which they view as more democratietween trade unions and Northern NGOs concerning international
and their opposition to further international intervention beyond thgsues, such as campaigns to address specific problems resulting fr
existence of the ILO. He underscored that the solidarity of those inghsbalization.
North who believe in justice and equality, have access to the media angpe Regional Economy and the Social Economy — Alternatives
can influence their governments and transnational corporations istg the Global Economic Impasse?Participants discussed social
essential if the stru.ggle against poverty is to ;uCCGGQ- _ economy -- the principle of generating local work for local people anc
Nancy Barry said the South will be competing for jobs in the Noiiging local resources in a democratic manner -- and its role as a
unless the North embraces the realities of globalization and builds\atwork during difficult times. Participants concurred that by
world where everyone benefits. She stressed the need to stop thinkiggoting connectedness and mutual responsibility, the social
in terms of polarities such as North and South or poor and rich if sebbnomy provides a foundation for dealing with conflicts resulting
tions are to be found, and werdcored the importance of moving  from economic crisis or the downsizing of industrial society to achiev
beyond traditional hierarchical systems. She recommended that bgigétainability.
ness-like approaches be used to achieve economic and social changgecia| Dumping, Ecological Dumping and Tax Dumping: How
She expressed concern over the lack of participation of finance aRg peal with Unsocial Uses of Capital?Discussion emphasized the
industry representatives at the conference and said it is the role of gl to: introduce ILO standards in WTO agreements at the same le
society to find ways to connect such powerful people with the poogs free trade; have intensive exchange rather than conflict between
Noting that many solutions, such as micro-finance, originate in the\orthern and Southern NGOs on social and environmental standarc
South, she called for replacing consultants to developing countrie§emocratize the WTO; and differentiate international standards
with reciprocal learning. She cited several cases of women leadergccording to national socioeconomic contexts. Participants high-
changing the world through entrepreneurial work. . lighted the potential impact of a consumer rating of MNCs, and
In an ensuing discussion, participants posed questions regardiggggested that Swiss NGOs adopt their own standards, apply them
the weakness of trade unions in developing countries; the burdeniaferactions with banks and firms, and advise their members on how
debt repayment in developing countries; the need for reparations t» likewise.
Africa in light of the wealth accumulated from slavery and colo- Strategic Silence or the Sustainability of Male Dominance in
nialism; whether Southern non-aligned countries could agree on &eyelopment Thought:Panelists highlighted: the unequal distribu-
social standard among themselves; and problems of focusing on reRaYof labor and wealth between men and women and of populatior
ment as the main criteria for success of micro-credit loans and thejrq wealth among OECD countries, developing countries and coun
fostering of Western consumer markets in rural areas. tries with economies in transition; feminist approaches to macroeco
WORKSHOPS nomics in Asia; and women’s work in Cameroon, root causes of
gender inequality, such as illiteracy, and steps towards empowering

Does Job Competition Exist? Asian and Swiss Perspectives: en through mio-credit, economic literacy and participation in

One panelist contested the view that the South is stealing jobs fro —crop markets
North and suggested that rising unemployment in the North is cause P ‘ . .

by unregulated technological change and a shift in government prigriinvestment and Development: The Role of the MAIPanelists
ties from full employment to low inflation. Participants debated thefddressed the main features of the MAI as well as civil society’s vie\
need for and implications of the Multilateral Agreement on Investm@fit: Discussions revolved around: the lack of transparency and parti
(MAI) and core labor standards and agreed that foreign investmer;%i'on by the public and developing countries in MAI negotiations;

desirable but disagreed as to the extent and by whom it should be Rigntia! loss of national sovereignty; non-discrimination towards
oreign investors; dispute settlements whereby foreign investors catr

lated. sue governments directly; the appropriateness of the OECD as the

The Human Right to Food Security Creates JobsParticipants e . A o
concluded that the right to food means access to productive resoﬁggogﬁ;{;gg forum; and globalization based on values other than jus

such as land, credit and self-employment, and that governments are he Tobin Tax: Regulatory Tool for the World’s Capital

obligated to respect, protect and fulfill access to such resources. Pmti ets and Instrument for Developing Finance: Participants

ipants emphasized the n to: monitor inconsistenci tween ; ; ;
pants emphasized the need to: monitor inconsistencies betwee .discussed the potential drawbacks and benefits from a Tobin tax on

governmental organizations' policies and the human right to food,; : : p
establish means to protect developing countries’ agrarian sectors CUITeNcy transactions. They disagreed on the stabilizing effect of su
but concurred that it would provide much-needed revenue for

within the WTO; maintain farmers' rights to seeds; and accord higﬂéf.‘x It . qi ional activit h di
priority to rural development. national treasuries and international activities such as poverty eradic

tion.
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PANEL DISCUSSION tant, producing and distributing soft drinks or providing fresh drinking
The panel discussion, “Is Switzerland Facing an Economic ~ water for all. She noted that at global summits on fpogulation and
Crisis?” was moderated by Ellinor von Kauffungen, journalist, andwomen, the South was told to address the problems themselves, ul
was conducted by André Daguet, SMUV Trade Union Executive mately placing the burden on women in the South under the guise c
Committee member, Heinz Hauser, Professor of Economics at théempowerment.” She said that, despite good intentions, the plight o
University of St. Gallen, Beat Kappeler, journalist, and Monique garment workers and child laborers will be worsened by internations
Seigel, business executive. When asked whether the South threagéagdards that would limit trade. She cited shrimp exportation to the
the Swiss workplace, one panelist pointed to greater purchasing pd¥asth as a cause of environmental destruction and loss of food secur
and increased market access, rather than cheap production prices in Bangladesh. Regarding population, she said women are urged to L
South, as threats. Another said the workplace is not threatened if S@ittraceptives while their overall health and the side effects of contr
zerland can define its position in the global market. Switzerland’s ception are overlooked. She urged Switzerland to monitor the activi

attractive investment environment, service industry and high ties and impacts of its MNCs. She concluded that sustainable
purchasing power was highlighted, but underestimating large Sout#igyelopment does not only require women but is impossible withou
markets was cautioned against. One panelist said globalization ddeem.
not threaten but presents opportunities for Switzerland. Another quesEduardo Caicedo discussed the ecological aspects of sustainabl
tioned the future existence of nation-states and described an "intedeselopment. He stated that while important environmental agree-
tional economy" rather than "globalization," as not all countries arenents were signed in Rio, it has been business as usual in the agri
integrated. Another said globalization is a reality and noted that detegkl sector in Latin America -- deforestation and mono-culture
opment and capitalism have not solved but rather worsened socigblanting continue unabated. He described an example at the Ecuad
problems, particularly with respect to social dumping. Another  Colombia border where thousands of acres of trees were cut and
disagreed, believing that wealth is well distributed, particularly in replaced with African palm trees, which produce half as much volum
newly industrialized Asian countries. He suggested that companieste less valuable oil than the trees they replaced. He highlighted th
encouraged to sign and implement social charters. need to develop and implement a strategy that not only includes mot
When discussion was opened for comments from the floor, onémperatives but also addresses the immediate interests of people,
participant asked panelists to characterize the future world econogéticularly those at the margins of society in both the South and th
order. Panelists’ descriptions included: markets for cagitalds and North. He said this can be achieved by respecting the natural cycles
services with sanctions for human rights violations, but not at the the elements and utilizing the diversity of traditional knowledge from
WTO level; a market-oriented economy, but with a wider distributiéhany parts of the world. He also emphasized the need to develop ne
of wealth; and regulations against social, ecological and tax dump#igricula in schools that incorporate lessons from traditional knowl-
along with a Tobin tax. Another participant asked if Switzerland’s €dge and teach different pedagogic principles, including solidarity,
economy will become entirely service sector-based. One panelistjustice and reciprocity.
responded that this is already the case, while another said a minimalLeonor Briones spoke on the economics of sustainable develop-
industrial sector is necessary to support service sector activity. A ment. She said financing the implementation of Agenda 21 is neces
participant noted that Switzerland is well-positioned for the future asatty at all levels and outlined methods available to governments for
asked what the Swiss private sector can do to alleviate poverty inraising revenue. She noted that taxes are often levied indirectly
developing countries. One panelist suggested a policy of “trade nthrough methods such as a consumer tax, which placésitien on
aid.” Another said the advantages Switzerland enjoys, such as trutte poor. She cited privatization as another source of revenue that oft
cannot be exported and that other countries must earn such advantagels. to monopolies on utilities such as communications and water.
Other suggestions included the creation of additional jobs and fixiSpe emphasized that borrowed money comes with conditions such

standards in international agreements. structural adjustment programmes that eliminate potential gains. Sh
noted the increase in debt servicing costs due to currency deflation

IMPLEMENTING THE AIMS OF since the Asian financial crisis, which forced the Philippine govern-
THE RIO EARTH SUMMIT ment to reduce expenditures on education and health. She supporte

On Wednesday, 27 May, participants focused on "Implementinghe North/South Manifesto, particularly the guidelines calling for
the Aims of the Rio Earth Summit." The following questions guidegwitzerland to provide legal expertise on the issue of debt relief, bus
the discussion: how can Agenda 21 and the plans of action produbegs and industry to focus on the poorer developing countries, and t
by Rio follow-up conferences be implemented; what concrete expbi¢rth and South to learn from one another. Noting that $300 million
ences have project partners from the South had with implementat@figirug money alone is laundered through Swiss banks on ddaib
and what role can NGOs play in implementation? The meeting waghe called for implementation of the Tobin tax and regulation of bank
chaired by Jurg Krummenacher, Executive Director of Caritas Swit- Martin Khor said the Rio process acknowledged a world environ
zerland. Participants were addressed by Farida Akhter, Presidentroental crisis and linked it to economic and development crises,
People’s Perspectives on Population (Bangladesh), Eduardo Caickrmised on future and present needs, stressed equity in the environ
Director of Juan Tama Vocational and Agricultural School ment and development debates, and promised aid to developing co
(Colombia), Leonor Briones, Professor of Economics, University dfies. He lamented the loss of the Rio spirit, as demonstrated by ever
the Philippines, and Martin Khor, Third World Network (Malaysia). Auch as the establishment of the WTO, the decline in ODA, and
panel discussion on "Implementing Agenda 21 in Switzerland" wascreased indebtedness. He warned of the West's use of the WTO f
also conducted. global economic governance. He stressed that the South will not

change consumption and production patterns until the North does a
PLENA_RY . ) . called on Switzerland to set an example. He emphasized that globa

Chair Krummenacher opened the day'’s discussion by recallingjthgtion is not inevitable. He commended the North/South Manifesto
Earth Summit and asking how Agenda 21 and the plans of action put said it does not address specific factors of globalization nor
produced by the Rio follow-up conferences can be implemented. Hntion what the Swiss can do to combat its negative effects. He se
highlighted the role of NGOs and the importance of Southern expgiégbalization requires a global response from civil society and
ences with implementation. suggested that the Swiss set up an emergency alert system to mon

Farida Akhter addressed women'’s role in sustainable developmantl provide information on developments in the IMF and the WTO.
She said the term “sustainable development” illustrates the crisis éfe acknowledged grassroots activists as heroes, praised youth
development -- that it is not sustainable. She called for a re-evaluaitiwelvement and urged Swiss youth to connect with youth in devel-
of global production patterns and consideration of what is more impming countries, because the world is in their hands.
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The floor was then opened for comments. One participant queand cultural insights with the South; and play an active role in Swiss
tioned the existence of “free” markets in globalization, and anothesociety upon their return. The important role of youth exchanges wa
responded that they are not free but rather monopoly markets. Ancalser emphasized.

inquired about the possibility of avoiding the vicious cycle of ~ Mountains of the World: Environmental, Economic, Cultural
borrowing from the World Bank and the IMF. Sound economic poland Recreational ChallengesParticipants noted limited efforts to
cies were recommended in response. promote sustainable mountain development and concluded that mot

WORKSHOPS tains are important eco-regions that must be placed at the center of
) ) economic and political decision-making. Participants highlighted
The Role of NGOs in Implementing Agenda 21 and Other  yroplems including resource degradation, emerging resource conflic
Commitments of the Follow-up Intergovernmental Negotiating — 3nd minimal economic interest in mountains. Measures to enhance
ProcessesWorkshop participants discussed the pivotal role that  recreational use, promote awareness of water scarcity and value wa
NGOs play in translating global policies into concrete measures als an economic resource were also emphasized. Participants agreec
local, national and regional levels and in deepening and broadenifgs need tainter alia: sensitize people to problems and opportunities
existing international instruments, as highlighted with the climate i, mountain regions;tengthen the rights of auntain peoples and
change convention. Participants also discussed approaches to N@fdanizations; and value and compensate mountain resources by es
involvement in both intergovernmental and national policy makingjishing economic transactions that benefit mountain peoples for
and implementation and concluded that multifaceted strategies g, tside use of mountaiiesources.
tailored to national circumstances and the specific issues under negqiracticing Sustainability: Implementing Agenda 21 at the

tiation are required. . . . .. Local Level: Discussion focused on the new values that Local Agend
Patents on Life and the Conservation of Biological Diversity: 515 pring to the traditional planning process, including: broader citize

Panelists focused discussion on conflicts between the Conventiorygficipation; a trans-sectoral approach in policies; and North/South

Biological Diversity (CBD) and the WTO Agreement on Trade-  5gpects in local policy discussions.

Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs), highlighting orest Certification: Trade Barrier or Safeguard of the

the negative impacts of TRIPs on biodiversity. Participants consideyed 5" Forests?: Participants agreed that certification schemes can

strategies to exclude all life forms from patentability, particularly wit prove forest management. They discussed whether there is a mar

respect to the TRIPs review in 1999. Participants also stressed th r labelled timber from certified, sustainably managed forests, parti

upcoming Swiss referendum on genetic engineering, which would ly in the South where a substantial part of tropical timber is

patents on plants and animals and could have a major impact on sumed domestically. Participants agreed that forest certification

TRIPs review. ; ) AN h
. .. . cannot replace regulation but is a promising initiative for safeguardin
Debt Relief as a Development TooParticipants emphasized thatpe Wond-g forestg_ P g g

debt relief is not sustainable by itself but that the concept of creative
debt relief allows for new forms of cooperation between governmaPANEL DISCUSSION
QiV” society and_ the private_ sector. Counterpartds have the poten-  The panel discussion on "Implementing Agenda 21 in Switzer-
tial to be_come f|_nanC|aIIy viable institutions that give the poor acceéasd" was moderated by Erich Gysling, journalist, and was undertake
to financial services, but concepts must be developed to make théy Rosmarie Bar, Swiss Coalition of Development Organisations,
more politically autonomous. Thierry Freyvogel, President of the Swiss Commission for Researct
Women's Rights and Reproductive Health: An Important Partnerships with Developing Countries, Michael Kohn, Chairman o
Component of Sustainable DevelopmenDiscussion focused on the "Capital and Economy" Institute, and Anne Petitpierre, Presiden
how to place sexual and reproductive health at the center of the of the Council for Sustainable Development. Panelists discussed th
sustainable development debate, advocate for women's rights andilemma of the long time horizon required to integrate sustainability
empowerment, and increase access to reproductive health servicégo people's lives, given the urgency of sustainable development. It
Participants emphasized the importance of education (of women, man noted that this shift is a gradual process and must occur in all
and youth) on women's rights and reproductive and sexual healthsewors of society. One panelist said Switzerland has done little sinc
highlighted the use of media, particularly radio, role models, peer Rio to promote sustainable development but produce reports; anoth
counseling and youth centers, among others. Participants also undisagreed, citing efforts to enact energy taxegragotters. Panelists
scored the importance of women's economic empowerment, highemphasized the power of the media, the impact of public opinion or
lighting the success of market women's networks, and the need tgolicy makers, politicians' obligation to implement Agenda 21 and
adapt technical cooperation modalities to respond to people's neetfderhational environmental treaties, and the importance of action ar

the grassroots level. change by the business community.

Disaster Prevention in the South: Ecological Aspects -- The One panelist stressed that the Kyoto Protocol's @®ission
Case of BangladeshWorkshop participants considered natural andeduction targets are inadequate to tackle climate change, while
man-made disasters, long-term post-disaster rehabilitation another emphasized the need for a step-by-step process, as cooperz

programmes to assure financial resources and restore livelihoods Bft&jusiness is essential and would be lost if unrealistic targets are
disasters, and how to define SUStaInabl“ty for the poorest of the pg%ssed_ One panelist supported an energy tax as long as it does n
Sustainable Cooperation for Health and Sustainable Health harm Swiss industry’s position in the international economy. Anothe
Care: Participants discussed financial constraints in the health seecouraged dialogue and voluntary action before taking compulsory
and the importance of partnerships. The example of South Africatmeasures. A participant asked about alternative energy developmel
women's health care groups demonstrated the importance of basiagd why so much investment had been diverted into nuclear power.
health care programmes on local knowledge and conditions and insaother expressed concern over the North's perspective of “giving
porating people's needs and demands. The workshop concluded #uahething up” instead of one of responsibility. A panelist stressed th
sustainable decentralized health care structures are possible if doiagk of a Southern perspective in the Manifesto, noting that the Sou
agencies and government structures renounce ownership of healthas much to offer the North. Another said that aid has not flowed to tt
programmes. South and that sustainable development must be viewed as an open
Employment in Development Cooperation -- Implications for of Switzerlandvis a visdeveloping countries. One participant
Switzerland: The benefits from the exchange of personnel in develéppressed disappointment with the discussion, said Switzerland has
ment cooperation were highlighted. It was noted that these persorivggn slow in promoting sustainable development and asked panelis
help to sustain development processes at the local level; act as a bwbigé their vision and plans of action were with respect to imple-
between the North and South; facilitate the exchange of informatighentation of Agenda 21. One panelist responded that decentralizec
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implementation is taking place but agreed that more initiatives andhcrease in oppression and warned that non-violent struggles could
action at all levels are needed. Others stressed Local Agenda 21 turn violent if the world does not demand change. He criticized

programmes and cooperation with the business world. Northern NGOs for failing to understand Southern struggles and
underscored the importance of introspection and change. He said tt
A CLOSER LOOK AT SOLIDARITY many Northern NGOs focus only on quantifiable results, are increa:s

On Thursday, 28 May, discussion focused on “A Closer Look angly controlled by experts and managers, and cooperate with
Solidarity.” The following questions guided the discussion: what dogguthern governments, thus legitimizing those governments that gi\
solidarity mean for Swiss domestic and foreign policy; what formsMNCs and banks so much power. He recommended fighting agains
could solidarity take in civil society in the North and the South; an#INCs, corrupt governments and expert-controlled NGOs and said
what duties should be assumed by the Swiss Foundation for Soli-solidarity requires understanding highly complex situations. He
darity? The meeting was chaired by Anne-Marie Holenstein, Exedaroposed focusing programmes on the poorest of the poor, ensuring
tive Director of the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund. Keyrsgieeches ~ control over means of production and joining the millions struggling
were delivered by Dai Qing, journalist (China), José Ramos Hortafor survival through active solidarity.
winner of the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize (East Timor), P.V. Rajagopal, Vandana Shiva discussed the impacts of globalization, noting th:
Secretary of the Gandhi Peace Foundation @hdind Vandana Shiva,it is redefining our understanding of wealth and that free trade is
winner of the Right Livelihood Award (India). A panel discussed thgenying the creativity and rights of nature and people. She highlighte
guestion of what the Foundation for Solidarity means for Switzerlatigat states are becoming increasingly accountable to capital and less

Dai Qing spoke on the Three Gorges Dam project in China. Ste their own citizens. She illustrated how globalization is driving a
stated that the project is one consequence of the situation resultingedge between North/South solidarity by noting that Northern
from economic reform and the opening of China in the early 1980§onsumers opposed to genetic engineering are told they are impedi
from which graft, corruption and fraud flourished, freedom of spee#te right of the hungry in the South to food, which is a social, politica
became increasingly suppressed, and China's natural and culturand economic lie. She said the patenting of life is related to the mos
resources were increasingly degraded. She noted Chinese dictatdrgessing issue confronting North/South solidarity -- the theft of tradi
preoccupation with the project over the past 70 years but said thetional knowledge by MNCs through bio-piracy. She decried the pror
debate over it has intensified in the last decade. The debate is no loaggifon of a global monoculture based on the conception that a chil
about a hydroelectric plant but rather its forced construction amidghirsty for clean water really needs Coca-Cola and a young girl
popular resistance, which is characteristic of Chinese society at thedsggming of going to school really wants a pair of Nikes. She stresse
of the 28" century, with its political and economic systems in transfat not taking more than one needs is the basis of solidarity, leavin
tion and public assertiveness and environmental awareness on the3gsdh for ecosystems, otiggecies and all people's livabids. She
She noted that dam builders promise abundant electricity, improvégfderscored that humanity must create a solidarity that seeks freed
navigation, model homes and clean water, but government officiaf§ Nclusive, non-violent ways and respects and embraces diversity.
will not take responsibility for the inevitable negative consequences. The floor was opened for questions, and one participant asked hc
As a cultural journalist, she would not have become involved in th@ Successful anti-poverty strategy should be designed. It was emph
Three Gorges debate, but the scientists and engineers and those $#78€ that poverty is not static; strategies must be flexible and corpc
affected have been silenced. The first book on the project, “Yangts@te deeds and charters must be made accountable.

Yangtze!” was banned, and as the editor, she was imprisoned. Shg ypksHOPS
underscored the heavy price people pay for speaking out in China.

José Ramos Horta spoke about how “development means Iibe'r@g

tion.” He said that amidst the controversy of the role of Swiss bank

World War I1, itis important to recall the contributions Switzerland h%?mmunication by the Swiss government to the Indonesian govern-

made toward peace and its role as a place of asylum. He highligh ; : :
the large number of conflicts and refugees in the world and the milliqq,ﬁm demanding that NGOs be allowed physical presence in East

of deaths that conflict has caused since World War Il and the end o(/m
cold war. He said weapons trade fuels most of these conflicts, with Solidarity: Between Altruism and Self-interest? The worksho
developed countries selling weapons to developing countries that__ >0'1darity. betwee uis ell-interests. Ihe wo P

cannot even afford clean water, education and food. He warned tha ﬂ}f@owledged a tradition of solidarity in Swiss foreign policy but
high unemployment resulting from the Asian economic crisis coul etérmined that it is obsolete today. Participants focused on the nee

lead to regional and possibly global instability. He advocated or a new solidarity that takes into account economic and environ-

addressing the root causes of financial chaos in the region, such &a&pt@l aspects, which are at the center of the solidarity debate.
lack of democracy and government accountability. He stressed that fowards More Coherence in International Development Coop-
although only fifty people are responsible for Indonesia’s debt, it wgifation: Participants discussed two modes of institutional structure t
be the Indonesian people whay. He emphasized that the recent Promote policy coherence: centralization of development policy issue
developments in Indonesia present opportunities for democracy atitf Single government agency or distribution of issues among variol
liberation of East Timor. He urged people to remain vigilant and to2gencies. Participants also discussed the concept of coherence, clz
support the democracy movements in Indonesia as well as in Burfifl by the example of policy contradiction, and concluded that the
and Tibet. quest for coherence does not always require consensus.

The ensuing discussion addressed the sale of arms to developing® Closer Look at Solidarity: Conditions Formulated in the
countries engaged in civil wars, as well as strategies to pressure th@Uth: Participants considered the conditionalities of the North and
IMF to require reduced military expenditures when imposing structhe negotiating position of the South in development cooperation.
tural adjustment programmes. A panelist called the European cod€l§ty Suggested methods to improve cooperation, including estab-
conduct on arms transfers a small step forward but expressed hopéSf§pg reciprocal systems of solidarity, allowing the South to set priol
a total ban on conventional weapons’ sales. ities and addressing political debates before developing action plan

P.V. Rajagopal spoke on solidarity with the forgotten. He stresseifY called on the South to encourage grassroots movemepfso a

active rather than theoretical solidarity and said the present educd20litical pressure at the national level and on the North to lobby

tional system creates intelligence but kills emotion. He highlighted gpvernments to halt capital flight, influence financial institutions and

difficulties that local NGOs face in countries with oppressive regimgacourage fair trade.

and said people struggling for basic needs are often imprisoned. He
linked the increase in Southern governments’ support for MNCs to an

Human Rights and Development CooperationThe workshop
ulted in a resolution to be presented to the Swiss government
?éaarding policy towards East Timor. The resolution demands: a

or; humanitarian, development and environmental aid; and
fiesses to monitor the situation.
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What Can Children’s Liter ature in the South and the North  investments and said a tax on high capital incomes would be preferal
Contribute to Solidarity?: Participants discussed developments into raising funds on the world market. A panelist stressed that althouc
African children’s literature, how it can remain independent when criteria for investment remain unclear, ethical and ecological standare
confronted with books imported from the North, problems would be taken into consideration. One participant underscored
surrounding the transcription of orally transmitted stories and the changing global priorities and imperatives, redefining “economics,”
portrait of African society presented in books for children and adoksypowering the South to take initiative, and developing a new susta
cents. able development model.

How and Where Should Switzerland Act to Promote Peace?: Participants emphasized the need to: remain vigilant, as simply
Participants discussed the relationship between development andcreating the Foundation does not mean solidarity has been achieve
conflict, means of conflict prevention and resolution, Switzerland’snsure that the Foundation's money does not find itself in the pocke
position of neutrality and its humanitarian tradition. Participants of the corrupt in the South; and involving the South in determining
stressed the importance of: intervention at the earliest possible stagewffunds will be used. Ongarticipant said the difficulty with the
conflict; facts, not media, in determining when to intervene; and aFoundation lies in its seeming presumption that solidarity can
comprehensive approach to conflict prevention, including democratimehow be bought. One panelist expressed hope that the Foundat
zation and human rights. Participants concurred that developmentisuld focus on youth and receive the support of NGOs, churches ar

the wellspring of peace. other citizens' groups.
Future Generations: Sharing Resources, Participating in Deci-
sions:Participants discussed difficulties and challenges to civic action FORWARD TO 2050

and participation of youth. They emphasized that, to promote access td he final day of the conference was devoted to youth and was
resources such as education, health, work and culture, new formgahtly organized by the Swiss Coalition of Development Organisa-
leadership and new channels are required to foster a different relatioms and the Swiss Coalition of Youth Organisations. Approximately
ship with society based on creative and democratic debate and acti®d young people came together in "Future Workshops" to develop
Export Credit Agencies and the Three Gorges ProjectPartici- common visions of a world characterized by sustainability and soli-
pants discussed: who supports and who opposes the project in CHiaty. The following questions guided the day’s "Forward to 2050"
and why; the potential impact of the World Commission on Dams; dfigicussion: what will the youth of today expect from Switzerland anc
the fate of those resettled by the project. A panelist explained thathe world in the year 2050; what changes need to be made now to
much of the financial backing for the project has come from exporénsure that young people have a promising future; and what can adt
credit agencies (ECAs), such as the Swiss Export Risk Guarante@nd young people do now to help create a better future? The meeti
most of which lack any environmental or social guidelines. He sai#vas chaired by Bruno Riesen, Executive Secretary of Swissaid. Ern
NGOs are coordinating to pressure ECAs to institute such guideliteienberger, President of the Swiss Parliament, addressed the plen
Who Dictates the Agenda for North/South Solidarity?:Partici- I the moming and participants took part in simultaneous workshop:
pants discussed: the growth of the NGO "industry” into a large ~ that met in three phases: an analytical phase, a visionary phase anc
competitive business with high management costs; the interdepefliPlementation phase. .
dence of Northern and Southern NGOs; examples of Southern initia-Workshop participants formulated recommendations based on
tion of projects; and the need for both advocacy and implementatiéir discussions and presented them in a special afternoon plenary
Participants outlined principles to serve as a basis for North/South §8fsion entitled "The Moment of Truth.”
darity, including: partnership; transparency; honesty; clear definiti NARY

of roles and objectives; declaration of all parties' interests; professi L . ,
alism; sustainability; community-initiated and beneficiary-driven Chair Riesen opened the morning plenary and stressed that sust

action; self-reliance; resource sharing; moral solidarity; and SoutrP!e development can only be understood if we think of today’s yout

South and North/North collaboration. and their role in the future. He recalled the conference’s appeals for
sustainable development and solidarity, but noted the resignation
PANEL DISCUSSION participants had expressed. He said people know what needs to an

The panel addressed the question “What does the Foundationga@uld be done but lack the political will to take action. He called on
Solidarity mean for Switzerland?” The moderator was Jana Canighle youth to bring ideas to decision makers and demand their right |
Swiss Television Network, and the panelists included Christaine @ sustainable future.

Langenberger, Member of Parliament, Maga Wicki, journalist, Kurt Ernst Leuenberger said solidarity requires an honest commitmer
Koch, Bishop of Basel, and Peter Arbenz, Association for the Suppgoraction. He noted the annual battle over how much of the federal
of the Swiss Foundation for Solidarity. The panel discussed the estalget to devote to development cooperation. He noted the tenden
lishment of a Foundation for Solidarity that would be based on a trisstiwell on one’s own problems and ignore those of others with mor
of $7 billion gifted by the Swiss government, allowing it an annualpressing problems. He hoped today’s youth would do a better job,
budget of $350 million from interest. One panelist emphasized thdearning from their predecessors’ mistakes and demanding a better
solidarity is the recognition of equal rights for all people and that theesent as well as a better future. He said everyone has an equal ri
Foundation would be for the present and future and based on coalitiotise future and to development, and said policies that do not consic
with others in defense of human rights. Another panelist stressed thase in the South are ignorant. He said the Swiss Parliament has r
solidarity is a two-way street. It was noted that opposition to the Fduiiilled its obligations and must offer aid when it is asked for and
dation stems from reluctance to examine the past, specifically theneeded. He stressed the need for dialogue rather than a missionary
recently revealed role that Swiss banks played in accepting stoleriude and highlighted the struggle against xenophobia and racism. H
Jewish gold during the Holocaust, and emphasized that these psymtaonised to oppose cuts in the federal budget for development coo
logical issues be addressed. It was noted that while the Foundatiaration and to fight against racism. He condemned the isolationist a
creation forces Switzerland to address a painful aspect of its pasttude common in Switzerland, commended the youth for discussing
builds something positive for the future. these issues, and called on them to define what to fight against and

The floor was then opened for questions. One participant apprééiat to defend, as the future is theirs.
ated Switzerland's efforts to alleviate poverty but noted the absence oConference participant Mathew Mukkattu (India) presented a
proposals for action on the economic and political causes of sufferprgposed initiative for a North/South solidarity hotline developed by
Panelists resmded that the Foundation should not be atriment of participants from Suriname, Kenya, the Philippines, India, Kenya an
Swiss foreign policy but noted its call for establishing democratic Bangladesh. The objectives of the hotline are to: strengthen South/
structures. One participant asked for ethical standards for proposé&buth networking to enhance collective solidarity action with the
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North; build leadership and promote good governance among civil Boyz 'n Girls: Workshop participants claimed that childcare
society in the South; address and promote human rights issues; asttbuld be ensured by state-financed institutions, noting that parents
serve as a support and monitoring network for the proposed Swissurrently spend too much of their income on childcare. One panelis!
Foundation for Solidarity. Theroposal also calls for a developmentcalled the current childcare system a failure. Another emphasized tt
endowment fund to implement the objectives and invest in the susttate’s obligation to provide childcare, noted the dearth of childcare
ability of the South. He urged participants to endorse the proposal ematers and suggested that employers offer more part-time jobs so
recommended that as a follow-up to the conference, the proposal'women can also care for their children. Another panelist asked why
authors put forward a draft workplan in collaboration with the Swiggart-time jobs for men are not offered as well so that they too could
Coalition. take care of their children.
Was the Earth Summit in Rio Another Rio Carnival?: The

THE MQMENT OF T.RUTH . . recommendations of the workshop began with a participant's reque

Participants met in a special plenary session, “The Moment of {hat panelists enact a skit. The panelists played the roles of governme
Truth,” following the future workshops. Youth participants presentegdpresentatives for social, economic and environmental issues, while
their workshop recommendations to a panel of political, economic gagth acted as the planet earth. The representatives were told to tu
media leaders, who discussed their views on the recommendatioffeir hacks on the earth. In the skit, the economy grew, the environ-

The panel consisted of Ruth Dreifuss, Swiss Minister for Youth, Juditint degraded, and society decayed, while the earth shrank, unno-
Stamm, Member of Parliament, Paul Hasenfratz, CEO of the Zurig e(g. The representatives were then asked to turn around and look
State Bank and Vice President of the Swiss Banker's Association, @@Gtate of the earth. A participant stressed that instead of turning th
Viktor Giacobbo, comedian. . _ backs on each other, these different sectors of society should engage
We Are the Best? The Role of Switzerland in Europe and the discussion. Workshop participants called for: federal and local gover
WOI’le Participants from th!S workshop said Switzerland should opgients and NGOs to implement a Local Agenda 21 programme unti
its borders not only for business but for cultural aspects as well, by005; the involvement of all sectors in its drafting; and its adjustmer
promoting cultural exchange and improved language skills, especigdlyocal community situations. A local community body would
English. The panelists supported this recommendation. One panefifénitor and be held responsible for its implementation. One panelis
asked whether it would be preferable for all to speak the same  recognized the importance of grassroots action, as well as laws to
language to enable communication on a superficial level or to geté@sure implementation.
know one another's cultures better. She emphasized the need to proteghjig Labor — Why Should We Be Concerned About Child
the diversity of cultures. Labor in the South?: Participants presented the results of a role play
Hassan and Helen, Fatima and FreddyThe workshop empha- in which they developed suggestions to alleviate child labor. These
sized the ne_ed to make children aware of different cultures, beginnftguded: a five-year plan to phase out child labor; a social audit on
as early as kindergarten. It recommended instituting foreign culturegBgr intensive imports; consciousness-raising and product labelling
a compulsory school subject and implementing teacher exchangecampaigns; and projects to provide basic education to children in th
programmes with other countries. One panelist agreed that leamni®buth. They called on governments and other interested groups to
cultural sensitivity at an early age is important but thought it shoulddagport the work of young activists. Participants advocated the
voluntary rather than compulsory. A participant emphasized the  improvement of working conditions for the millions of children
importance of compulsory cultural exchange to avoid the risk of - working in the South and said all children should have access to at le:
racism. Another participant underscored that cultural diversity  an elementary school education. One panelist emphasized that not
enriches humanity and lauded the recommendation as a bridge tog@dugh is being done, reiaited the terrible working conditions and
darity in the future. called for compulsory schooling. She mentioned the international
Power to the Young:Participants stated that, because youth march against child labor to take place in Geneva the following weel
embody the future, they want an active and equal role in designin@ite participant highlighted the negative consequences of abolishin
They recommended that a quota for youth (up to age 30) in the Swihstd labor, stressing that if all products made by children were
Parliament be instituted and that the voting age be decreased to Maycotted, children would lose their jobs and end up in the streets a
One panelist objected to reducing the voting age, noting the low prostitutes. One panelist advocated combating the most extreme forr
percentage of youth in this age bracket that have exercised their reglthild exploitation, such as working with hazardous chemicals.
to vote since Switzerland reduced the voting age to 18 a few years agan closing, panelists urged youth to speak out and recognize tha
She also objected to instituting a youth quota for Parliament, notingti@r hopes and dreams and those of national leaders are one and t
even more pressing need for a quota for women in Parliament. Skgime. Another commended the youth for their ambition and commit
stated that there are other ways to ensure that the voices and negglg®fto changing the world in positive ways.
youthare heard. Another panelist expressed intense opposition to
quotas, preferring elections based on merit to ensure the appointrkéfSING REMARKS
of the very best candidates. Another agreed that quotasdesirable In his closing remarks, Chair Riesen recapitulated the highlights c
but supported the recommendation to lower the voting age. the conference and noted convergence in visions and ideas betwee
The Job is Dead; Long Live the Job!Workshop participants ~ participants. He strgssed the; im portance of explaining to d_ecision
emphasized the importance of just compensation for labor to enabl@akers that solidarity is not just charity but an investment in our
working people to achieve a decent standard of living. They calledgemmon future, and underscored the need to re-evaluate our ideas :
the establishment of a minimum floor and a maximum ceiling for ideals and make changes in everyday life to bring about a better worl
wages, and recommended that there be a referendum on this proptgsgnlled for action to follow through with ideas discussed during the
in Switzerland as well as the UN. They specified that the upper artleek, emphasizing the need to not only discuss and commit to a cat
lower limits would vary between countries depending on national but also to fight for it.
conditions. Panelists agreed that every worker should have the right to
earn a survival wage. Stressing the importance of a competitive market
for labor, one panelist stated that introducing such a law at the global
level would be impossible and would compel higher paid workers to
leave the country if introduced in Switzerland. While it was agreed that
the universal establishment of a minimum wage is a good idea, the
danger of excessively regulating job markets was emphasized. The
importance of ensuring safe working conditions was also highlighted.



