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The Seattle Symposium on International Trade IssuesintheFirst
Decades of the Next Century washeld at the Washington State
Convention and Trade Center in Seattle, Washington on 29 November
1999, on the eve of the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Third
Ministerial Conference, whichisto take placefrom 30 November-3
December 1999. A pproximately 1500 delegates, comprising repre-
sentatives of WTO Member States, intergovernmental organizations
(IGOs), non-governmental organizations(NGOs), and journalists,
participated in the Symposium, which waswebcast live. During two
panel sessions, del egatesengaged ininformal dialogue onissues
likely to affect theinternational trading systeminthenext century in
an effort to enhance awareness of theissuesinvolved, providea
forumfor exchange of ideas, and increase the understanding of the
WTQO’scontributionsin these areas.

Inthefirst session, participants considered trade and devel opment
prospectsfor the next twenty years, particularly how tradeliberaliza-
tion can contributeto devel opment, the need for increased coopera-
tionamong IGOs' activitiesin support of sustainable economic
development, and the contributionsto be madeby NGOsin this
effort. Specid attention wasgiventotheroleof international tradein
poverty elimination, the effects of globalization on developing
country economies, and waysinwhichthe WTO’sleast devel oped
Members can become morefully integrated into the trading system.
Inthe second session, parti cipants considered evolving public
concernswith themultilateral trading system, emphasizing therela-
tionship between sustainabl e development and the WTO’ stradeliber-
alizationimperative, how scientific innovation and devel opmentsin
information technology (1T) potentially impact the trading agenda,
and technol ogy transfer concerns.

REPORT OF THE SYMPOSIUM

SESSION | - TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT PROSPECTS FOR
THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS

OPENING STATEMENTS: Thefirst session waschaired by
Alec Erwin, South African Minister for Tradeand Industry. At the
opening of the session, Mike Moore, WTO Director-General, noted

that when the Uruguay Round waslaunched, it wasmet with public
apathy, whereasin Seattle apathy has been transformed to anxiety and
even anger, not only locally but al so worldwide. He noted that the
WTO isnot asupranational government, aworld policeman, or an
agent for cooperativeinterests; the WTO doesnot havetheright to
dictate countries' policiesor to overrulenational laws. He noted that
decisionsaremade by the WTO'sMember Statesand adopted by
their governments. M oore quoted President Clinton assaying that
globalizationisnolonger apolicy choice, but afact. He said thereal
question iswhether globalization should beleft unfettered, dominated
by the most powerful, or governed by an international system of rules
that are adopted by world governments.

Moore said that anew round of tariff liberalizationswould boost
world economic output by three percent, or over US$1.2 trillion, and
that devel oping countrieswould benefit the most. Hetook note of the
approximately 50,000 WTO demonstratorsin Seattle, yet empha-
sized that over 30 countries, including Chinaand Russia, wished to
jointheWTO. He said that the ol d divides between North and South
and East and West were no longer applicabl e, but that the divide now
isbetween those that wel comethefuture and thosethat fear it. He
agreed with the argument that economic, social and political freedoms
areprerequisitesfor devel opment, and observed that aworld without
the WTO would beapoorer world of competing groups, power poli-
tics, greater uncertainty and increased marginalization.

SPEAKERS: Richard Rominger, US Department of Agriculture
Deputy Secretary, speaking on behalf of Charlene Barshefsky, US
Trade Representative, said the Symposium reflected progressonUS
President Clinton’sgoal of putting ahuman face on the global
economy aswell ashisoverall agendato makethe WTO moreopen
and transparent. He noted that it was Clinton who proposed that the
WTO host aday for NGOs so that they would have an opportunity to
voicetheir concernsand that the Symposium represented thefirst
timein 50 yearsthat NGOs have been given such avoice. Regarding
agriculture, he said the US hoped that in the new round, the reduction
and elimination of export subsidies, the reduction of somedomestic
supports, and the expansion of market access could be achieved. He
called for amore open, transparent and accountable WTO that is
committed to sustainabl e agriculture and sustainable devel opment.

Clare Short, UK Secretary of Statefor International Devel opment,
called on del egatesto make the next round of negotiationsa“ devel-
opment round,” focused on creating opportunitiesfor the poor. She

Sustainable Developments is a publication of the International Institute for Sustainable Development (11SD) <info@iisd.ca>, publishers of the Earth Negotiations Bulletin ©.
Thisissueiswritten and edited by Tiffany Prather <tprather@iisd.org> (Team Leader) and Benjamin Simmons <BSimmo@Iaw.columbia.edu>. The Editor for thisissueisKira
Schmidt <kiras@iisd.org>. Information gathering assistance by David Waskow <dfwaskow@princeton.edu>. Electronic posting by Kevin Cooney <kcooney@iisd.org>.
Coordinated by Paola Bettelli <pbettelli@iisd.org>. The Managing Editor of Sustainable Developments is Langston James "Kimo" Goree VI <kimo@iisd.org>. Funding for
coverage of thismeeting has been provided by the World Trade Organization (WTO). The authors can be contacted at their el ectronic mail addressesand at tel: +1-212-644-0204
and by fax: +1-212-644-0206. 11SD can be contacted at 161 Portage Avenue East, 6th Floor, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 0Y 4, Canada; tel: +1-204-958-7700. The opinions
expressed in the Sustai nable Devel opments are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of 11SD and other funders. Excerpts from Sustainabl e Devel opments
may be used in other publications with appropriate academic citation. Electronic versions of Sustainable Developments are sent to e-mail distribution lists (ASCII and PDF
format) and can be found on the Linkages WWW-server at <http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/>. For further information on Sustai nable Devel opments, including requeststo provide

reporting services, contact the Managing Editor at <kimo@iisd.org>.




Vol. 34, No. 1 - 1 December 1999

Page 2

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTS

noted that globalization isgenerating great wealth and that such wealth
could be used to reduce poverty and inequality worldwide, which she
said were both the biggest moral issuesfacing theworld and the greatest
threatsto the future security and stability of the planet.

Short said delegates should make the next round abroad round,
focusing not only on agriculture and servicesbut also on investment,
competition and public procurement. She said alessbroad round might
result in devel oped countriesstriking dealsoutsidethe WTO tothe
detriment of poorer countries. A broader round would also alow dele-
gatesto discussthelinks between trade, labor and the environment, and
help build mutual trust. She called for duty-free accessfor exportsfrom
the 48 |east devel oped countries (L DCs), which compriseasmall
portion of world trade, by the end of the next round, and called on
developed countriesto open up marketsin agriculture, textilesand
clothing. She said del egates should make aclear commitment to
capacity building effortsthat woul d allow devel oping countriesto take
advantage of the new round. She stressed that devel oped countries must
make effortsto understand devel oping countries’ concernson such
issuesastrade and labor, particularly child |abor.

Dr. Mari Pangestu, Center for Strategic and International Studies,
Indonesia, emphasi zed that poverty remainsahuge problemintoday’s
world, with over 1.3 billion people earning an averageincome of US$1
aday. She stated that there hasbeen anincreasein the gap betweenrich
and poor countries and amarginalization of the poor, especially women.
She noted that openness can lead to growth and benefits, but warned
that the benefitsof growth are only realized with the existence of other
complementary policiesand institutions, including macro-stability and
appropriateinvestment strategies. She emphasized that growth does not
automatically lead to “trickle-down” benefitswithout adevel opment
policy, social safety netsand aconsciouseffort toward broader-based
growth.

She emphasi zed the fundamental s of economic growth and stated
that trade liberalization should not bean endinitself. She noted the
importance of participatory institutions, civil and political liberties,
quality and capacity of bureaucrats, therule of |aw, the existence of a
mechanism for social insurancein the creation of broad-based growth,
and the avoi dance of inequitiesthat may accompany liberalization. She
said that devel oped countries should provide open market accessfor all
countries, but if thisisimpossible, apreferentia systemfor LDCs
would beappropriate.

Pascal Lamy, EC Commissioner for Trade, said hewelcomed
increased NGO participation inthe WTO, and stated that thiswasthe
first time representatives of NGOswould serve asofficial advisorsof
the EU delegation. He said thiswasagood beginning, but called for
further increasesin NGO participation. He noted theimportance of
public perception and emphasi zed the necessity to convince sectors of
the publicthat tradeliberalizationismovingintheright direction. He
stated that the WTO must address new tradeissuessuch as, inter alia,
the environment, consumer rights, and food saf ety, emphasizing the
EU’scommitment to acomprehensiveround. He said adebate on these
issuesmust take place and that the EU cameto Seattlewith amandate
that thiswould take place.

Jagdish Bhagwati, Professor of Economics, ColumbiaUniversity,
noted that countriesthat haveintegrated into theworld economy have
advanced economically, whileinward ooking countrieshave done
poorly. He stressed that globalization has been aforcefor economic

good, prosperity, and hasled to the advancement of social agendas. He
stated that most of the allegations against tradeliberalization are
unfounded. He observed that the reason the Uruguay Round did not
produce benefitswas dueto theeconomic crisisin Asia Healso said
that much of theliberalization agreed to in the Uruguay Round has not
yet occurred, and thereforeitistoo early to realizethe positive effects.
Hestated that there hasbeen afailure by governmentsto educatethe
public about tradeissuesand liberalization and that they should respond
totheconcernsof thepublicinthisregard. Hestressed that itisneces-
sary tofight for better labor standards, but suggested that the proper
forumto negotiate for these standardsisthelL O, not the WTO. He
stated that problems such as poor labor standards cannot be solved
through trade sanctionsand, in fact, are often exacerbated by them.

VwelinzimaVavi, representative of the Congress of South African
Trade Unions, stated that global integration has brought growth to some
parties, but that the downside of liberalizationisbecoming more
apparent and troubling. He noted that in sub-Saharan Africaand many
other poor countries, per capitaincomesarelower today than they were
in 1970. He said that the political and economic power of corporations
hasbecomeincreasingly concentrated. He stressed that theinequalities
have begun to takeon racial dimensionsand that tradeliberalization
policieshaveresulted in ballooning trade deficitsin some devel oping
countries. He said that theterms of trade are weighted heavily against
devel oping countries and that the debt burden has been especially diffi-
cult. He noted that the expansion of tradein the post-war period has
been the consequence rather than the cause of economic growth. He
emphasized that many of the Asian economiesgrew most rapidly
behindwallsof hightariffs.

Vavi stressed that theframework of the current trading regime has
failed and left many countries highly vulnerable to unexpected changes
infinancial flows. He noted that tens of millionsof people havelost
their livelihood and fallen into poverty. He stated that devel oping coun-
trieshave been forced to export their way out of trouble, and observed
that therootsof thecrisisarefoundin thetilting of the balance of
economic power towards corporations and away from workers.

Julian Edwards, Director General of ConsumersInternational, noted
that the consumer movement has alway's supported the principles of
tradeliberalization becauseit increases choice, which generates compe-
tition and the devel opment of efficient markets, which leadsto lower
pricesand better products. He stated, however, that acompetitive envi-
ronment assumesthat consumers have accessto the market, knowledge
to makewell-informed choices, and alegal framework to protect
consumer rights.

Henoted that evidence sincethe Uruguay Round indicatesthat there
aresignificant problemsin thetrading regime, particularly thelack of
economic equity asthe benefitsof liberalized trade have flowed to tran-
snational corporationsand not to the LDCs. He said that these problems
must bereviewed and resolved before starting anew agendafor further
liberalization. He stated that the power and wealth of some multina-
tional corporations now outstripsthefinancial resourcesof some
governments, and recommended limiting the power of these corpora-
tions. Hecriticized the US, Japan, and the EU for their lack of progress
in eliminating agricultural subsidiesand noted that consumershave
suffered asaresult. He underscored that consumer concerns must be
addressed, and called for improved transparency and accountability in
theWTO.
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Charlene Barshefsky, US Trade Representative, stated that the
reasonsfor the creation of themultilateral trading systemin 1947 are
the samereasonsthat its continuation is so important —the continuation
of global prosperity, particularly for poorer countries, and the continua-
tion of peace and stability in the world asnations acquire economic
interestsbeyond their borders. She said that the system created in 1947
must confront new challenges, noting the further integration of transi-
tion economies seeking to establish economic rule of law and stable
governance, aswell asthetechnology of anew era.

Barshefsky also noted that the WTO in the future must addressthe
intersection of tradeliberalization with environmental protection and
labor policies, aswell asincreased transparency. She noted that the
experienceof the USillustratesthat agrowing economy canleadtoa
cleaner environment and that the two are not mutually incompatible but
canbemutually inclusive. Shecalled for early environmental reviews
of the new round, and for the use of the existing WTO Committeeon
Tradeand Environment (CTE) asan oversight committee to the negoti-
ationsto promote not only the WTO’scoremission for aglobal trading
system, but al so acleaner and healthier environment. She said that the
global system does not recognizethelink between trade and labor and
that thiswas"intellectually indefensible,” and called on delegatesto
consider thisissueinathoughtful and non-politicized way. She under-
scored that transparency and accountability are stabilizing forcesand
that the WTO must be more accessibleto publicinput and public scru-
tiny. She noted that the Symposium, which wasthefirst of itskindin 50
years, wasasmall first step in acknowledging that theway the WTO
has been runin the past must change.

DI SCUSSION: Following theseremarksfrom the above speakers,
the Chair opened thefloor for discussion. THIRD WORLD
NETWORK brought to the Symposium’s attention the Civil Society’s
Declaration of Seattlethat had been prepared and endorsed by NGOs.
The Declaration called on the WTO to undergo aprocess of review,
repair and reform of those agreementsthat have negativeimpacts on the
environment, citing in particular the agreementson TRIMs, TRIPsand
agriculture. He said that Northern countrieswere not adhering to their
promisesregarding, inter alia, textiles, agriculture, anti-dumping and
non-differential treatment. Disagreeing with Short, hediscouraged the
diversion of resourcesto anew group of issuesto be negotiated, which
he said would further disadvantage devel oping countries, and instead
calledfor a“turnaround.” ECO LOGIC stressed the need for greater
market accessand thereduction of export subsidies; Short responded
that the EU had agreed to zero tariffsfor most productsfrom the 48
LDCs. The COUNCIL OF CANADIANSsaidtheWTO lacksabuilt-in
mechanism to implement theissuesthat had been discussed during the
Symposium. She said the Symposium had been more of alecturethana
dialogue and that NGOswere not welcomein the new round of negotia-
tions.

The ASSOCIATION OF EUROPEAN NGOsON AGRICUL-
TURE, COMMERCE, ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
(RONGEAD) noted theimportanceto devel oping countries, particu-
larly LDCs, of regional trading agreements, even though they may
conflict withthemultilateral trading system. He also noted that, despite
universal agreement on the existence of labor rights, which are
currently addressed by the ILO, enforcement to date hasbeen inade-
guate. He stated that the WTO unintentional ly protects countriesthat

continueto violate such rightsand called for reform of the multilateral
systeminthisarea. The DANISH ASSOCIATION FOR INTERNA-
TIONAL COOPERATION calledfor discussionsonthe TRIPsAgree-
ment, describing it asanti-devel opment, anti-competition, anti-equity
and anti-trade. He noted that most devel oped countries prospered before
patentswereimposed and thereforeit wasunfair to impose patent
protections on devel oping countries. He said that weak patent rules
werethe best form of technology transfer. He said 20-year patentswere
sufficient to protect inventors and noted that for someindustries, such
ascomputers, two yearswas sufficient. The WOMEN’ SCAUCUS
called onthe WTO to establish an open and transparent mechanismto
addresswomen’'sissues.

DOCTORSWITHOUT BORDERS noted that many of its patients
dieasaresult of alack of accessto affordable medicinesdueto patent
protectionsand alack of research on diseasesthat affect developing
countries. He called for: governmentsto providefor accessto medi-
cinesinthe Seattle Ministerial Declaration; astanding working group
on accessto medicinesthat would work with TRIPsand review intellec-
tual property rulesasthey relateto medicines; and research and devel-
opment on neglected diseases. The UNION OF INDUSTRIAL AND
EMPLOY ERS CONFEDERATIONS OF EUROPE supported Short’s
proposal for abroad agenda, which should includeinvestment in order
to providefor amore predictable environment for the new round of
negotiations. The JAPAN FEDERATION OF ECONOMIC ORGANI-
ZATIONS also supported acomprehensiveround of negotiationsthat
should includeinvestment, and called for the strengthening of WTO
rules, particularly thoserelating to anti-dumping abuses.

The NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF
FISH AND SHRIMP (ANFACO) said the fishing sector must be
addressed, givenitsimpact on coastal populationsaswell astradeand
labor worldwide. The GENERAL CONFEDERATION OF LABOR
(CGT) caled for the establishment of universal labor standards
throughout theworld. He called for the establishment of an ongoing
working rel ationship between the ILO and WTO to establish corelabor
standards. TheINTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF PHARMA-
CEUTICAL MANUFACTURERSASSOCIATIONS stated that the
TRIPsAgreement isglobalizing research and representsthefirst global
attack on counterfeit drugs. He stated that the problem of the health care
systemisaproblem of development, and called for the establishment of
acouncil to alow for morefrequent inter-agency negotiations so that
theissuesof public health and trade can be brought together. A repre-
sentative of the EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT calledfor greater prioriti-
zationto begivento the needsof L DCs, emphasi zing that the poorest of
the LDCsmust be given the highest priority.

Stu Eizenstat, US Deputy Treasury Secretary, said that US President
Clinton wantsanew round of negotiationswhere devel oping countries
feel that they have astakein the outcome. He expressed the US' support
for abroad-based round that goes beyond agriculture and servicesand
includes, inter alia, e-commerce, labor, and biotechnol ogy. He stated
that the US al so supports aworking group on investment, but that given
the experiencewith the Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MALI),
negotiations on investment are premature.

Chair Alec Erwin summarized the highlightsof the morning discus-
sion. He stated that substantial, meaningful and continuous participation
by NGOsmust occur intheir own countries, given the constraints of the
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WTO forum. He said that governments should initiate dialogue with
NGOsintheir countriesand encouraged themto listen to representa-
tivesfromcivil society.

SESSION Il - EVOLVING PUBLIC CONCERNSAND THE
MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM

SPEAKERS: Chair Mark van Putten, President of the National
Wildlife Federation (NWF), opened the second session of the Sympo-
sium by stating that the multilateral trading systemisinacrisisof plum-
meting public confidence. He noted that average citizensdo not believe
that theinternational trade system reflectstheir values, including
concernfor theenvironment. He emphasized that the Symposium
provided agood opportunity to explorethereasonsfor the erosion of
public confidence and begin to addressthe problems. He stated that the
Third WTO Ministerial meeting represents an opportunity to establish
public confidence with reform measuresincluding, inter alia, therecog-
nition of legitimate national and international environmental standards;
theinclusion of environmental assessmentsin new trade agreements;
and the adoption of modern standards of opennessinthe WTO. Hesaid
that theunfulfilled commitments of the Uruguay Round to devel oping
countriesmust befulfilled. He offered to work with the business
community to create greater openness, transparency and clarity inthe
WTO.

Yash Tandon, Director of the Southern and Eastern African Trade,
Information and Negotiations|nitiative (SEATINI), said that NGOs
from devel oping countriesaswell as devel oping country governments
had failed to protect the valuesand interestsof their countriesby
agreeing to certain parts of the Uruguay Round agreements. Hewarned
developing country governments not to sign any agreementsemerging
from the Seattle round without fully understanding what they were
signing. He stressed that thelives, food security, health, and basic
human rights of the people must be protected.

Tandon further stated that heisnot in favor of abolishingthe WTO,
but suggested that the problem with the WTO isits manipul ation by
transnational corporations. He said the WTQ isan organ of rule-making
and enforcement used to centralize and protect corporate capital. He
noted that the majority of Member States are effectively excluded from
the process of decision makinginthe WTO. Hesaid that theWTO s
based on “ collectiveindividualism” —where powerful individual States
cometogether toimposelawson weaker States. He asked members of
civil society indevel oped countriesto hel p monitor devel oped country
governments, who he suggested impose agreementsthat areiniquitous,
illegitimate and forced on devel oping country governments.

Dr. Eugenio Diaz-Bonilla, Research Fellow at the International
Food Policy Research Institute, stated that the problem of food security
hasat |east three components: food availability, food access, and food
utilization. He said that tradeisjust one component among many neces-
sary for acountry to maintain food security. He noted that indicators of
food security have been improving worldwide. He highlighted prob-
lemsrelated to food security in some countries, but said theseare
usually related to non-tradeissues such aswar, internal conflicts, and
weather. He stated that with regard to agriculture, thereisaneed for
investment in human capital, infrastructure and land tenure policies, as
well as support for small farmer organi zations and the empowerment of
women as producers. He underscored that, in order to maintain food

security, it isnecessary to have stable economic policies, competitive
markets, avibrant civil society, good governance, ruleof law, and peace
and reconciliation processes.

Diaz-Bonillastressed the need to distingui sh between good and bad
trade policies, with good trade policiesbeing those that increase
production in an equitable and sustainable manner. He stated that the
Agreement on Agricultureis promoting good trade policies by disci-
plining bad trade policies such asexport subsidies. He said that devel -
oping countries should not have to compete against the subsi dies of
developed countries. He noted that food security requiresbetter treat-
ment of food aid, including levelsof food aid that are not counter-
cyclica (wherefood aid ishigher when pricesarelow and lower when
pricesarehigh). Hecalled for better structures and methodsto target
vulnerable countries and vul nerabl e groupswithin those countries. He
stated that the criteriafor net food importing countriesisflawed, and
called for abetter categorization of vulnerability, taking into account
consumption, production and other indicators.

LuisdelaCalle, Under-Secretary for International Trade Negotia-
tionsin Mexico, noted several waysin which the debate on trade and
economic development could be more bal anced. He said del egates must
recognizethat trade can make asignificant and positive contribution to
economic development, but trade aloneisnot enough. Delegates must
pay greater attention to the concerns of devel oping countries, wherethe
greatest growth will occur inthefuture. He noted that the experiencein
the devel oped and most devel oping countries has shown that trade
makes asignificant contribution to increased | abor standardsand envi-
ronmental protectionsand that the reverse should not be assumed.
Noting many countries fearsthat theWTO could overturn domestic
regulations, particularly with respect to environmental and |abor stan-
dards, he said such domestic rulesare accorded deference solong as
they are based on scientific principlesand are non-discriminatory. He
also said that devel oping countries create animbalancein the multilat-
eral trading system by refusing to open markets until they have
achieved similar standardsto thosein devel oped countries.

Claude Martin, Director General of WWF International, stated that
multilateral traderulesare necessary to achieve sustainable devel op-
ment, but that those trade rules must engender trust, which will require
theWTOtoincreaseitstransparency and encourage broader participa-
tionfrom civil society. He said the WTO has started to become more
transparent, environmentally sensitive and multilateral over the past
few years. Hehighlighted the recently released WTO report on Trade
and Environment asa positive devel opment to thisend, noting that:
economic growth aloneisinsufficient to solve environmental problems
and that trade variesin itseffects on the environment; growth must be
trand ated into higher environmental standardsthrough appropriate poli-
ciesand regulations; and public accountability and good governance are
key to devel oping appropriate standards and policies. Heal so noted that
thereport identifiestheimportance of international cooperationand
multilateral environmental agreements (M EAS) to protect the environ-
ment from global and transboundary threats, and he stressed the need to
safeguard MEAsfrom potential WTO challengesto traderestrictions
used to implement those MEASs.

Martin said that to achievereforminthe WTO: the process of
sustainability assessment must spread to all Members, and devel oped
countries should providetechnical assistanceto developing countriesin
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thisregard; win-win scenarios, such asanegotiation of fishery subsi-
dies, must be prioritized in future negotiations; and the WTO must
become moretransparent.

Yoshiji Nogami, Japanese Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs,
noted that rapid globalization and technol ogical advancement have
created many new issuesthat are difficult to addresswithin the current
multilateral tradeframework, and said the WTO must be mindful of
countries and civil society’sincreased anxiety inthisregard. He noted,
however, that without the WTO, economic and social disparity between
rich and poor countrieswould bewider. He said the WTO should clarify
the relationship between trade and the environment, aiming at a
minimum for policiesthat increase sustainabl e devel opment.
Concerning agriculture, he said the WTO should consider environ-
mental protection, conservation of thelandscape and the maintenance
of humanerural communities. Hecalled for discussion of genetically
modified organisms (GMOs), particularly with regard to labeling. With
regard to technol ogy, he said that no tariffs should beplaced one-
commerce.

LewisPlatt, Chairman of Hewlett Packard and Member of the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Committee on Trade Policy and Negotiations, noted
that technology will continueto have aprofound impact worldwide. He
further noted that as I nternet technol ogies advance, national bordersare
becoming lessrelevant, policy cooperation among governmentsis
becoming moreimportant, and anew framework inwhich to conduct
tradeisrequired. He said the Information Technology Agreement (I TA)
isasignificant achievement toward promoting I T equipmentin that it
eliminatestariffson over US$600 billionworth of I T goods, covering
95 percent of world I T trade. Regarding e-services, he said theWTO
should build onitsGeneral Agreement on Tradein Services(GATYS)
and Basic Telecommunications Agreementsto promote competition
and innovation among service, equi pment and application providers,
whichwill help to expand theinfrastructure and servicesthat are needed
to give peopleworldwide greater accessto the I nternet. Withregardto
e-commerce, he said the WTO iswell-positioned to: extend the WTO
moratorium on customs duties for e-commerce; ensure consistency by
affirming that current WTO rulesapply to e-commerce and extend their
reach; continuetoidentify and eliminate other barriersto e-commerce;
extend technical assistance to devel oping economies; and prevent over-
regulation.

DI SCUSSION: Following theseremarksfrom the above speakers,
the Chair opened thefloor for discussion. Klaus Topfer, UNEP Execu-
tive-Secretary, noted that increasesin global tradedid not lessen but in
fact broadened the gap between therich and the poor. He said that
increased trade without improved global, regional and local environ-
mental protectionsispoor economics. Hecalled for, inter alia: better
environmental assessment for trade measuresasearly inthe processas
possible, linked to technology transfer; aclear positionon WTO rules
and theirimpact on MEAS; capacity buildingin devel oping countries
with regard to the new round of negotiations; theintegration of Rio
Principle 15 (the precautionary principle) in the negotiations; and eco-
labeling on anon-discriminatory basis.

GREENPEACE INTERNATIONAL said that it istimeto recognize
that environmental degradationisabarrier totrade. Hecalled for
greater participation by NGOsinthe proceedings of the WTO,
including the dispute settlement process. The PACIFIC ECONOMIC

COOPERATION COUNCIL said that the challengeinthefutureisto
promote, not discourage technol ogical innovation by enhancing the
implementation of the TRIPs Agreement. She emphasized the need to
assesstheimpact of e-commerce and biotechnol ogy innovationsonthe
end-user. The COMMONWEALTH BUSINESS COUNCIL stated that
the benefits of globalization depend on greater participation by devel-
oping countries. He noted that environmental discussions should not be
included in the negotiations becausethey will act asabarrier to trade
and should instead be discussed in specialized fora. The NATIONAL
FEDERATION OF FISHERIES CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS
(ZENGY OREN) emphasi zed the importance of sustainable use of fish-
eriesasfood sources, and stated that international trade rules should
insure the continued existence of fisheries. He said that the most impor-
tant question is not the existence of fishery subsidies, but whether there
are adequate fishery management systemsin place. The COALITION
OF NGOsFOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR DEVEL -
OPMENT (COCIS) called onthe WTO to enact acitizen’ sagendathat
linkstrade, human rightsand devel opment. He called for the globaliza-
tion of rightsto be enacted in conjunction with the globalization of
markets.

The EUROPEAN SERVICESFORUM said that sustainable devel-
opment isimpossiblewithout investment, and called for encouragement
of investment in devel oping countries. The CANADIAN CONFER-
ENCE OF THE ART S stated that the trade rules used to promote and
liberalize goods and servicesshould not be used to regul ate the arts. The
INFORMATION SOCIETY FORUM stated that theinternational
trading regime should acknowledge theimportance of cultural diversity,
particularly in theframework of sustainable devel opment. The
AFRICAN TRADE NETWORK stated that they weredissatisfied with
thedialoguein the Symposium and that imbalances and inequitiesin the
trading regime should be thefocusof the negotiationsat thisWTO
Ministerial meeting. She expressed concern that the numerousissues
being tabled would shift the focus away from the need to addressunfair-
nessin the existing agreementsand problemswith their implementa-
tion. ASYY OU SOW called for amore substantiverolefor NGOsand
increased transparency, including increased accessto documentsalong
with public review and comment on trade disputes. She said that the
issue of GM Osshould be kept out of the WTO until it hasbeen
addressed in the Biosafety Protocol to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD).

The WOMEN’ SCAUCUS supported thecall for amoratorium on
new issuesinthe WTO and the demand for acomprehensivereview of
existing agreements. Sherequested the WTO to undertakethefollowing
inorder tofacilitate gender-equitabl e citizen involvement: acknowledge
and build upontheinternational agreementsand commitmentsthat
protect the rights of women in decision-making governance, economic
equity, socia progress and sustai nable development; create effective,
open and transparent mechanismsfor facilitating ongoing exchange of
information between the WTO and women’sNGOsand networks; and
institute proceduresthat formalize and strengthen NGOs' ability to
consult, debate and participatein WTO processes and to nominate
representativesfor these processes. CONSUMERSINTERNA-
TIONAL noted that none of theWTO Ministerial papersmention
consumer protection or consumer policy and said it isimpossibleto
speak of trade without addressing theseissues.
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TheHUMANE SOCIETY OF THE USsaid that animal protection
policiesareamark of society’sethical foundation. She emphasized that
themarketplaceisnot the proper forum for determining thetreatment of
animalsand that tradeisestablishing asystem whereby economic effi-
ciency trumpsall other values. Noting the tuna-dol phin and shrimp-
turtle disputes, she said that there hasnever been agreater threat to
animal protection than under the GATT and WTO. Shestated that
GATT Article20(a) supportstheview that certain social agendas,
including animal rights, wereintended tofall outside the penumbraof
WTOrules.

TheNATIONAL WORKING GROUPON PATENT RIGHTSsaid
that sustai nable devel opment must occur over time but that rapid tech-
nological change has shortened that time span. He said that such atime
span must be defined in order to determineif sustainable development
isachievable. The CANADIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION noted the
lack of discussion of GATSand noted theimportance of servicesto
libraries. He questioned the basis on which health, education, museum
archivesand libraries have been categorized to commodify not only
information but also the process of obtaining information. FOOD
ACTION 21 noted the universal importance of agricultureand under-
scored that food sovereignty, aswell asenvironmental protection and
consumer health, should be respected. He said GM Os should be
restricted becausetheir safety isnot scientifically certain. A representa-
tive of KOREAN NGOscalled for compulsory labeling of GMOs, the
establishment of fair and equitabletraderulesthat are applied equally to
exporting and importing countries, and recognition of the multifunc-
tionality of agreements. TheINTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF
LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONSsaid that countriesshould havetheright to
subsidize the creation and production sectorsasthey seefit. Shecalled
for increased debate on the commaodification of information, noting that
everyonewould sufferina“pay per view world.”

Chair van Putten thanked the Symposium partici pants and warned
WTO Membersto beware of rising expectations:. “ You havegiven usa
forum, you heard us; the questionisdid you listen?' Henoted that the
next four days of negotiationswould reveal whether the suggestions
generated from the Symposium had been incorporated in ameaningful
way.

CLOSING SESSION

Ali Said Mchumo, Chair of the WTO General Council, concluded
the Symposium with asummary of the discussion. He said that the posi-
tiveinteractions between WTO Membersand civil society representa-
tiveswere encouraging. He noted that in thefirst part of the
Symposium, discussion had focused onthree areas -- therole of interna-
tional tradein poverty elimination, the effectsof globalization on devel-
oping countries, and integration of LDCsinto thetrading system. He
said that the second part of the discussion had broadly addressed three
i ssues— systemic questions about expanding WTO disciplines, new
issues such astheimplicationsof new technological developments, and
ingtitutional issuesinvolving WTO transparency and accountability.

M chumo observed that anumber of speakershad emphasized the
need for implementation of acomprehensive set of policiesin order for
tradeliberalization to generate broad-based growth. He said many
speakershad argued that theimplementation of existing agreements
wasaburden for devel oping countriesand that the WTO should focus

onareview process. He noted that some speakers had urged the adop-
tion of ruleson new issues of public concern such asthe environment,
investment, and labor, while othersexpressed the view that the WTO is
not theforum for suchissues, and that social and environmental prob-
lemsarisefrom causes other than trade. He noted that transparency and
opennessinthe WTO had been stressed repeatedly. He highlighted the
many callsfor public participationinthe WTO, but also stressed that
each Member government bearsthe responsibility for consulting with
itspublic. He said widespread support had been expressed for increased
support to LDCs. He added that some speakersurged that market access
beimproved, while many pointed out that market accessaloneisinsuf-
ficient and more must be doneto support L DCs. Mchumo concluded by
reiterating that constructive discussionisnecessary in addressing all of
theseissues.

THINGSTO LOOK FOR

UN CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT
CONSULTATIONWITH NGOs: Thisconferencewill beheldfrom
12-14 December 1999in Geneva, in preparation for UNCTAD X. For
information, contact: Jo Butler, Chief, UNCTAD Public AffairsUnit,
tel: +41-22-917-5048; e-mail: jo.butler@unctad.org.

RESUMED SESSION OF THE FIRST EXTRAORDINARY
MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF PARTIESTO THE
CBD: Thismeeting will finalize and adopt a Protocol tothe CBD on
biosafety and will be held from 24-28 January 2000in Montreal,
Canada. It will be preceded by aninformal consultation on the Protocol
from 20-22 January 2000. For moreinformation, contact: CBD Secre-
tariat, World Trade Center, 393 Jacques ., Suite 300, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, H2Y 1N09; tel: +1-514-288-2220; fax: +1-514-288-
6588; e-mail: secretariat@biodiv.org.

OECD CONFERENCE ON THE SCIENTIFICAND HEALTH
ASPECTSOF GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOODS: Thisconfer-
encewill take placefrom 28 February—1 March 2000in Edinburgh. For
moreinformation, contact: Helen Fisher, MediaRelations; tel: +33-1-
45-24-80-97.

WTO COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND ENVIRONMENT: The
WTO CTE will meet on 1 March 2000 in Geneva. For information,
contact: WTO Secretariat; tel: +41-22-739-5111; fax: +41-22-739-
5458,

TENTH SESSION OF THE UN CONFERENCE ON TRADE
AND DEVELOPMENT: UNCTAD-X will beheld from 1219
February 2000 in Bangkok. The session’sthemewill be devel opmental
strategiesin anincreasingly interdependent world. For accreditation
and registration before 10 January, contact: Secretary-General of
UNCTAD, PdlaisdesNations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland; fax: +41-
22-907-00-56.

EIGHTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON SUSTAIN-
ABLE DEVELOPMENT: CSD-8will beheld from 24 April -5 May
2000inNew York. The session’sthemes are sustainabl e agriculture,
land resources, finance and trade. I nputsfrom major group organiza-
tionsare due by January 1, 2000. For mgjor group information, contact:
ZehraAydin-Sipos, Divisionfor Sustainable Development; tel: +1-212-
963-8811; fax: +1-212-963-1267; e-mail: aydin@un.org.



