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The second annua World Bank European Forum on Sustainable
Development was held from 5-6 June 2000 at the World Bank’s Paris
office. Thirty-nine participants concerned with environment, devel op-
ment, agriculture, and rural development attended, comprising
representativesfrom Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the European
Commission, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, L uxembourg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the
United Kingdom, aswell asinternational organizationsincluding the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Devel opment (OECD),
and theWorld Bank. In Plenary on Monday and Tuesday morning,
participants heard and discussed presentations on progress on envi-
ronmentally and socially sustai nable development, community driven
development and science and technology. L ater on Tuesday the
meeting splitinto parallel discussion groupson rural development
and environment. At aclosing plenary on Tuesday afternoonthe
small group discussionswere summarized and future meeting plans
were discussed.

BACKGROUND

Thismeeting isthe second European Forum. In June 1999 aone-
day meeting washeld for broad discussion of sustainable develop-
ment issues. Thisyear’'s meeting focused on the topics of poverty
alleviation, sustainable devel opment, science and technol ogy,
community-based devel opment, agriculture, and the environment. An
annual meeting traditionwill allow for acontinuation of informal
dialogue between the World Bank and its European partners, with the
goal of agenda-setting and issue prioritization.

REPORT OF THE FORUM
PLENARY SESSIONS

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF THE ESSD
PROGRAM : Robert Watson, Chief Scientist and Director of Envi-
ronmentally and Socially Sustainable Development (ESSD) Program,
chaired the meeting and spoke on behalf of 1an Johnson, Vice Presi-
dent for ESSD, who wasunableto attend. Chair Watson opened the
meeting on Monday morning with anintroduction and overview of
the ESSD program, including areview of progresssincelast year's
Forum and plansfor thefuture. Watson identified the objectivesfor
the meeting as: astrategic discussion of operations and the sustain-
abledevelopment policy agenda, particularly inintegrating environ-
ment, social, and rural factorsacross sectorsand regions; information
and strategi ¢ advice sharing to determinefuture directionsfor the

policy agenda; and identification of potential areasfor collaboration.
He highlighted specific accomplishments of the past year, particularly
strengthening linkswith the UN. The Bank’sinteractionswith other
international programs, and with UN agencies such asthe United
Nations Devel opment Programme and the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme, have been critical, although thereisaneed to
strengthen the dial ogue between donors and non-governmental orga-
nizations (NGOs). The Bank identifies poverty asthe overarching
framework for all itsinitiatives, into which the environment and other
sectorsare being mainstreamed.

Watson presented an overview of the status of Bank activitiesin
several areas. Regarding water issues, he noted that the World Bank’s
involvement inthelast World Water Conference reflectsrecognition
of thereal future challenge of water issues, particularly water pricing
policies. The Bank’semphasison water scarcity hasgrown, as
reflected inthe Bank’s Water Resource Management Strategy.

With regard to other devel opment i ssues neglected in the past,
Watson stressed theimportance of devel oping aProfileon Natural
Resources M anagement and a Profile on Social Capital.

On global environmental issues, Watson noted the launching of
the Prototype Carbon Fund, themost recent Bank initiative on climate
change. Regarding apossible shiftinthe World Bank’ s post-conflict
programs, he stressed that conditionsthat |ead to conflict should be
identified so they can be addressed before conflict begins.

Regarding safeguard policies, Watson reported that the budget
was doubled for 2000 anditsroleelevated. The Bank will work
closely with the private sector to adopt common standards along with
other multilateral institutions.

TheBank isinapersonnel transition period, involving manage-
ment changes and appointment of new directors, which bringsan
opportunity for arenewed approach to integrating environmental ,
social and rural issues.

Regarding future directions, Watson noted that James Wolfen-
sohn, President of the World Bank, isplacing greater emphasison the
promotion of sustainable devel opment, which will bereflectedinthe
Bank’sWorld Development Report (WDR) 2002. Inthe next two
years, the Bank will befully involved in the preparation of aspecific
strategy for Rio+10. Whereasthe focus of UNCED was primarily
awareness and conceived with awin-win approach, many of the
promises made have not materialized, so action planswill bean
important part of the 2002 strategy, which will look for synergiesas
well astradeoffs.

Ontherural strategy, Watson noted that agricultureisnot the only
component of rural devel opment. Watson stressed the need toreview
thefuture direction and structure of the Consultative Group on I nter-
national Agricultural Research (CGIAR) giventheever increasing
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role of private sector funding for agricultural research, much of which
focuseson theimportance of biotechnology, including genetic engi-
neering, asan optiontoincrease agricultural productivity.

On globalization, market accessfor devel oping countriesand envi-
ronmental impacts, Watson acknowledged the need to listen carefully to
public opinion given the apparent dissati sfaction with the statusquo as
demonstrated last December at the World Trade Organization (WTQO)
meeting in Seattle and earlier thisyear at the World Bank/IMF Spring
meetingsin Washington DC. He said that the Bank should adopt a
strategy ontherole of governments, civil society and governance and
noted that the Bank should further mainstream environmental and social
issueswithinall structural adjustment lending.

During the ensuing discussion period, partici pants questioned the
announcement of arecent large reduction in energy lending (down from
anannual level of US$2-3hillionto US$600 million). Watson high-
lighted causesincluding increasing private sector lending , the
economic downturnin Asiaand the Bank’semphasison policy reform
within the energy sector. He al so noted the Bank isrepositioning energy
lending to support initiativesfor rural energy, energy efficiency, and
renewabl e energy projects, including the new World Bank-GEF renew-
ableenergy partnership.

A participant requested clarification of “ safeguard policies’. Geor-
gievaexplained that theterm originated in 1998 and refersto mini-
mizing the Bank portfolio’s negative social and environmental impacts.
TheBank hasenvironmental and social safeguard policiesinten aress:
environmental impact assessment, cultural property, forestry, dam
safety, indigenous people, involuntary resettlement, projectsoninterna-
tional waters, disputed territories, natural habitat and pest management.
These policies place constraints on which projects are acceptable for
financing.

Watson highlighted that new strategies are moving toward amore
programmatic approach, supported by the new Comprehensive
Development Frameworks (CDFs). Nick van Praag, ESSD Externa
Affairs, said the Bank islooking for opportunitiesto take anew, innova-
tiveroleinthefinancing of projectsfor global public goods(e.g. carbon
fund, agricultural research, health).

COMMUNITY-DRIVEN DEVELOPMENT (CDD) AND
SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION: GloriaDavis, Social Development
Director, spoke on the phasing out of community-based devel opment
projects, which may be community located but initiated and imple-
mented by outsiders, and the current push for CDD projects. Shehigh-
lighted initiativesin theareaof social policy, including the required
preparation of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) with
increased local participation.

Davisreported that President Wolfensohn considers CDD projectsa
priority and that every poverty-reduction strategy should havea
community component. Funding for CDD projectswill besignificantly
increased inthe next two years, by asmuch asUS $3-4 billion. CDD’s
decentralized approach isuseful for the articul ation of needs, establish-
ment of priorities, improvement of decision-making, and community
empowerment. CDD projects are participatory, demand-driven,
community generated, integrated and multi-sectoral, decentralized, and
tailored to thelocal community context and capacity. Often they are
more transparent and accountableto thelocal level than larger projects
where much of thefundingisused for admini stration and management,
and does not reach the community. The Bank haslearned through expe-
rience that communitieshave more decision-making capacity thanis
generally assumed but need assistancein achieving transparency. Key
areasidentified for development include: creating anintegrated and
comprehensive approach, unblocking internal policiesand procedures,
fostering built-in safeguard policies, and strengthening existing struc-
turesand skills.

Following the presentation, participantsdiscussed therel ationship
between bottom-up approaches and the success of CDD, the challenge
of building and sustaining local ownership and the question of how to
alocatefundsat thelocal level whileavoiding corruption. Suggestions
included: involving NGOsthat already have capacity and areworking
inanarea; using adecentralized model; and giving Bank support for
development of mechanismsto restructure district-level agenciesin
order toidentify their priorities. One participant noted that corruption
and elite capture are genuine concerns; transparency and accountability
arethe best checks. Davisstressed that the key for ashift from commu-
nity-based devel opment to CDD projectsisparticipation. . Davis
announced that the World Bank isin the process of producing asource-
book on CDD.

TheBank’sinvolvement in conflict prevention wasdebated. It was
noted that most political activitiesare outsidethe Bank’scontrol,
athoughitistryingto avoid exacerbating conflict. Davisnoted that 16
of the 20 poorest countriesin theworld arein or emerging from
conflict, which often eliminates decades of development. The chal-
lengesof poverty arelikely to becomeabigger security concern. Robert
Thompson, Rural Development Director, noted that water isan impor-
tant issue about which therewill most likely be conflict on avariety of
levels: transboundary/regional, upstream/downstream, and rural/urban.
Davisnoted the Bank’snascent involvement in theissue of land rights
distribution and reform since 1998

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY INTHE KNOWLEDGE
REVOLUTION: THE WORLD BANK STRATEGY AND THE
MILLENNIUM SCIENCE INITIATIVE: OnTuesday morning,
Robert Watson, ESSD Chair, opened this session on the bank’sevolving
agendaon science and technol ogy and presented the World Bank’s
initial thinking onthekey issuesto be addressed in the Science and
Technology Policy Strategy. Watson began by stressing theimportance
of scienceand technology in achieving poverty alleviation and sustain-
able economic devel opment. He noted that the richest devel oped coun-
tries spend more on research and devel opment activitiesthan the total
economic output of the poorest developing countries. Clarifying that
“science” refersboth to the social and natural sciences, Watson stated
that the World Bank proposesto bridge this gap through more strategic
lending for research and devel opment in devel oping countries.

Watson stressed higher education and research and devel opment
activitiesaslikely key areasrequiring increased investment, noting that
most devel oping countriesdo not have adequate basi ¢ science education
and hence capacity building isessential. On accessto knowledge, he
said the Bank needsto investigate what improvementsare needed in
devel oping countries and how devel oping countriescan: fully use
newly availableinformation and link it to economic growth; incorporate
indigenous knowledge; and build capacity for poverty alleviation
purposes. He also acknowledged that the Bank’s past record on science
and technol ogy lending has been poor, resources have beenrelatively
small and there has been no holistic vision. Watson noted that al most
half of the World Bank budget for science and technol ogy goesinto
agricultureresearch and support to other sectors hasbeen fragmented.
He stated that the goal of awell designed Scienceand Technology
Policy/Strategy would allow poor countriesto moveforward on short-
term activitiesaimed at immediate poverty alleviation aswell as
investing in activitiesthat would achievelong-term economic growth.
Hesaidit would foster closer integration of scienceand technology
issuesinto theknowledge base of students, researchers, entrepreneurs
and the private sector and increasethe availability of human capital
through widespread accessto education, including strong basic science
training with appropriate curriculaand qualified teachers. A key ques-
tionfor the strategy would bewhether tertiary educational institutions
should bedifferentiated by promoting the sel ection of asmall group of
institutionsfor research activitieswhile the majority remain dedicated
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to education. The Strategy would also aimtoincrease governments'
capacity to determineresearch prioritiesand choose efficient funding
mechanismsand promote policiestailored to specific country needs
depending on sizeand population, level of economic development,
geographic | ocation and existing capacity. It would al so foster closeand
effective partnershipswith multilateral institutionsand governmental
and non-governmental organizationsdevoted to scientific research.
Finally, it would serveto facilitate the sharing of knowledge gained
from daily activities of the Bank’sworking staff.

Watson described the Millennium Sciencelnitiative (MSI), whichis
designed to support Centers of Excellencethrough competitive grants
for equipment and salariesfor researchersthat would benefit both estab-
lished and younger researchers. He stated that the M SI, one component
of the evolving Science and Technology Policy Strategy, would facili-
tateahigh quality selection process consistent with highest interna-
tional standards, with thegoal of producing cutting-edge research and
intensive human resourcestraining. The Bank’sproposal tolend for
Centersof Excellencemay help reducethe“braindrain” from devel-
oping countriesby providing world classfacilities— the current situa-
tionisthat at least half of the studentswho study abroad stay abroad.
Watson said finalization of the Bank’s Science and Technology Policy
Strategy isexpected by June 2001.

Thegroup discussion following the presentation reveal ed that Euro-
pean constituentsfund many projectsinthisareaand thereissignificant
interest inmultilateral collaboration on thissubject. A few participants
suggested trying to tiein with existing networks at theregional level,
particularly in Africa, or at the sub-regional or international levels. A
participant stressed the need for Centersof Excellenceto truly be
“excellent,” not just selected for site, while ancther participant argued
that they might not even be necessary. Watson clarified that Centers of
Excellence have to be demand-driven to meet the needs of the client
countries, not thoseimposed by the donors.

One participant stressed that science and technol ogy issues should
not be disaggregated from other areas such aswork on public expendi-
ture, human capital development, Highly I ndebted Poor Countries
(HIPC), and Comprehensive Development Strategies (CDSs). Thekey
issuesarewhat devel oping countries need and what can they afford.
Againtheissueof public/private partnershipswasraised. One partici-
pant supported connecting research centerswith industry, especialy in
devel oping countries. Another participant asked how new scienceand
technology project proposal swould be eval uated, emphasi zing the need
to have standard methods of project measurement and assessment.
Watson acknowledged that publicationsare oneway to measurethe
outcome of science and technology projectsbut that othersare needed,
e.g., human capital.

PARALLEL DISCUSSION GROUPS

REVISITING THE BANK’'SRURAL DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY: FOOD SECURITY AND NATURAL RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT: Robert Thompson, Rural Development Director,
and Csaba Csaki, Rural Development Strategy and Policy Advisor, co-
chaired the small group discussion session onrural development, which
focused on review and updating of the Bank’smid-1990srural develop-
ment strategy, “ From Visionto Action.”

Thompson began with an overview of the processof rural develop-
ment: reducing rural poverty andincreasing food security and the
sustainability of natural resource management. He shared hisconcern
that progressin thissector islimited and that rural development
programsof the Bank aretheleast sustainable of any sector. Anupdate
onthisStrategy isalso needed dueto the Bank’s shift from an agricul-
tural focusto one of poverty reduction; the Bank isbroadeningits
approachto rural development, revitalizing portfoliosto reflect organi-
zational changesand ashift away from apure agricultural focus, and

enhancing partnerships. He said some of the key challengestorural
development are the urban bias of most countriesand the lack of polit-
ical voiceand clout of most rural residents. Hebemoaned the declinein
financial investmentsinrural development.

On reducing rural poverty, Thompson pointed out that no country in
theworld can solvethe problem of rural poverty solely with agriculture
aone. Thompson noted that food demand will doubleby 2050, but at
most only 10% moreland could comeinto production, while production
insomeareasaready inuse may not be sustainable. Thompson
remarked that no onewantsto resort to the other alternative source of
farm land, the destruction of forests. He al so noted that in the near
futurewater will be one of theresourcesin highest demand. Becauseit
iscurrently priced at zero, Thompson said, water islikely to bewasted;
thisisone probleminagriculture.

Thompson highlighted several issuesinthefield of agriculture: in
high-income countriesfarmersare subsidized, inlow-income countries
they aretaxed; 20% of the farmers grow 80% of theworld’'s output of
food; USand EU export subsidies are hurting |ow-income countries;
and the state of datafor many rural country areasispoor soitishardto
chooseindicatorsor targets.

Thompson reviewed goalsfor the Rural Development Strategy
update, including incorporation of : lessons|earned, responseto new
global and regional issues, recognition of thediversity of rural situa-
tionsin different regions, and discussion of private sector development.
Hesaid the updated Strategy will also be more action-oriented, witha
conceptual framework focused on rural poverty, agricultural growth,
non-agricultural economic issues, sustainable use of natural resources,
and greater reliance on people and community capacity-building. He
stated that the Bank could encourage non-agricultural rural activitiesby
rehabilitating rural development, strengthening rural finance, devel-
oping rural infrastructure, and encouraging arural focusfor national
health and social services. Thompson noted that the agricultural growth
can befacilitated by taking advantage of theincreasingly globa market
and technol ogy development, and stressed that soil, forestsand water
arekey resourcesthat areall affected by agricultural activities.

Csaba Csaki said the updated Rural Devel opment Strategy will
incorporate detail ed regional strategiesand action plans. Theseregiona
strategiesinclude sections on: lessons|earned from the current rural
portfolio asembodied in country assi stance strategies; the status of the
rural economy and critical challenges; overall objectives; and specific
targets and benchmarksto monitor implementation. Csaki noted that
regionswill identify their own overall strategy, asopposed to atop-
down approach.

Csaki reviewed the proposed phasing and timing of therevision
process, from preparation to dissemination. He requested that the partic-
ipantsreview the product of therevision effortswhen they are
completed. He noted that the project budget comesprimarily fromthe
Rural Devel opment Department, donor trust funds, contribution of
regions, and other networks. Csaki asked the group for regional consul-
tationsand support for background studiesto be commissioned in
severa areas.

During discussion following the presentation, convergence between
World Bank objectivesand themesand those of attending countrieswas
noted. Several participantsoffered to help with thereview process. One
participant asked about the PRSP process, wondering if itisreally
bottom-up and if countriestruly own the process; Thompson clarified
that the PRSP processisexpected to influence ministers of finance. One
participant noted the absence of discussion on theinteraction between
socia and gender issues, saying that social devel opment work iskey to
decentralization and the bottom-up approach. She stressed that arural
poverty and food security discussion must involve women and that the
feminization of poverty needsto be recognized and addressed. The
omission of agribusiness, private sector issues, and HIV/AIDSwasalso



Vol. 37, No. 1 - 8 June 2000

Page 4

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTS

noted. One participant called for areal analysisof what is poverty, who
isconcerned, and whereisit isconcentrated, from which key issues
would emerge, and noted that multi-stakeholder dialoguewithindige-
nous peopl e hel psthisprocess.

One participant cautioned that there may need to be adistinction
between Bank strategiesand beneficiary country goals. Another
suggested devel oping rural development profiles. Theimportance of
using farmers’ organizationsinan advocacy roleand linking al groups
(farmerg/civil society, governments and donors) was al so stressed.
Thompson acknowledged the need to document best practices of farmer
cooperatives. One participant highlighted the need to devel op social
capital andincreasetheinstitutional capacity of governmentswithin
countriesto coordinate projects. Another said that local or regiona
markets may be much moreimportant than the global market.
Thompson replied that export isby no meansmoreimportant than
domestic crop production. He underscored that nearly all developing
country food productionisbelow potential; countriescould be
producing moreof their own food supply in economically efficient and
environmentally sustainable manners.

ENVIRONMENT THROUGH THE PRISM OF POVERTY:
THE BANK’SNEW ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY: Kristalina
Georgievachaired the parallel discussion session on the Bank’snew
Environment Strategy. Sheinformed the group that this Strategy origi-
nated in 1999 within the context of the Bank’s current focuson poverty.
At that timetherewasan overall consensusto maketheimpact of envi-
ronmental degradation on people’s health thekey theme of the Strategy.

Georgievareported that despite devel opment progressin the 1990s,
poverty in absolute termshas not declined, growthin the developing
worldisunequal, and there are unsolved environmental challengeswith
devastating effects. She highlighted that future popul ation growth will
create additional financial, human and natural resource stresses, espe-
cially increasesin energy demands, water usein stressed areasand land
pressures. She called for sustainable growth and poverty alleviation and
reduction through equity and environmental improvement.

Georgievastated that key factorsin devel oping poverty reduction
strategiesare: political capacity within countriestoimplement the
Strategy, participation of communities, use of win-win opportunities
focused on better management of resources, and use of upstream assess-
ment and approaches. Shelamented that links between poverty and
environment are still hard to understand even for Bank staff. For
example, according to the common wisdom poverty and environment
aredistinct, with poverty asthe priority and environment seenasa
luxury good. However, thereare several confirmed links between envi-
ronment and poverty. She noted, first, that environmental factors
damage health, affecting poverty and productivity with different
impactsat theregional and local level. Second, natural resourcedegra-
dation threatenslivelihoodsand productivity. Third, poor peopleare
most vul nerableto natural disasterswith concomitant economic losses
andlossof livesand they lack prevention, mitigation and adaptation
capabilities. More than 95% of deaths caused by disastersoccur in
developing countries.

Regarding eval uation of the Bank’senvironmental performance, she
explained that it can be seen asaglasshalf full sincethereisno explicit
corporate strategy. | n the past decade, the Bank aimed to mainstream
environment, maximize environmental benefitsand fulfill the global
mandate. To date, improved safeguards are the only conspicuous
achievement. Proceduresfor EIA categorizations have been devel oped
and implemented although the quality of the analysisstill needs
improvement through targeting opportunitiesand building client
country capacity. She highlighted the need tolink global and local envi-
ronmental issuesand bring them into the Bank’s Country Assistance
Strategies (CASs).

Inthiscontext, she noted that the Bank’snew Environment Strategy
isaimed at working with clientsto improve health, enhancelivelihoods
and reduce vulnerability. The Strategy focuses on: a) building synergies
between poverty reduction and environmental improvement by working
more closely with energy agenciesto decrease energy consumption,
improveurban air quality, and address health issuesrel ated to waste and
sanitation; b) enabling sustainable growth by improving the effective-
nessof environmental policiesand assessments, addressing environ-
mental aspectsof tradeliberalization and privatizations, integrating
environment into sectoral strategiesand increasing clients’ capacity in
policy development and enforcement; and c) facilitating equitable solu-
tionsto regional and global environmental challenges.

She stated that the new Environment Strategy aimsto increasethe
focuson poverty-environment synergieswithinthe Bank’sportfalio. It
a so hasoperational changesand aimsto: assign alonger timeframeto
programs, forge stronger partnershipswith alarger range of stake-
holders, and promote the use of participatory approachesat the national
and local levels. She presented thetimeframefor the completion of the
Strategy, whichisin three phases: thefirst ended last November with
the compilation of background papers; the second aimsto develop
regional strategiesthrough thematic roundtablesby September 2000;
and thefinal phase should havethe draft Strategy completed by
February 2001.

During the discussion period participants commented on several
issues, such as: encouragement of ownership; identification of priorities
onenvironmental challengesand partnerships; consideration of the
conseguences of acomprehensive approach on the Bank’slending port-
folio; identification of the audience of the Bank’s Strategy preparation
process; promotion of aswitch from the Bank’s country-oriented
approach to aregional approach; recognition of environmental linksto
economic growth, devel opment, peoples’ health and poverty, andits
inclusionin CASs; conflict prevention; acknowledgement of psycho-
logical threats caused by voluntary migration; promotion of biodiversity
conservation partnerships; tradeoffs; encouragement of more NGO
participation; promotion of partnershipswith other stakeholders
including the private sector; emphasison cooperation with regional
development and private banksin the preparation of standards; incorpo-
ration of health vulnerability andincomeinto the concepts of livelihood
and poverty; and the definition of toolsto encourage colleagues at the
Bank intheimplementation of this Strategy.

One participant suggested that the Strategy could helpto orient the
Bank toward an integrated approach that examinestheinternalization of
environmental costsof several natural resource management policies
and technol ogies. He encouraged the Bank to pursueaninitiativeto
identify thereal pricesof thesetechnol ogiesand suggested launching a
pilot project on methodologiesfor pricing that hiscountry would
support. Another participant commented on therole of the Bank at
Rio+10, suggesting that the Strategy should mention UNCED asits
framework and therefore speak about sustainable devel opment instead
of poverty. In thisregard, there was consensus on mentioning sustain-
abledevel opment inthe Strategy asafuturetarget.

Other participants mentioned that thereferenceto “environmental ly
sustainable growth” was confusing and suggested keeping the original
formulaof “sustainable growth.” However, therewasno agreement
about the real meaning of the proposed formula, with one participant
suggesting that it will help in mainstreaming the environment into other
sectors since some arguethat environmental protectioniscanceling
economic growth.

Georgievaand Watson responded to participants’ commentsand
questions, noting foremost that omissionswere primarily dueto presen-
tation time constraintsand areincluded in the draft text. Regarding
ownership, Georgievasaid the environment sector hasaroleto play in
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helping countriesto prioritize environmental challengesand that client-
driven development and ownership should beintegrated globally and
regionally.

Theidentification of trade-offsisthe main featurethat distinguishes
thisstrategy from the 1992 strategy, which assumed that everything was
awin-win opportunity. Georgievaexpressed cautionin pursuing a
strategy that pulls countriesout of poverty today through theintensive
useof their natural resource capital.

Georgievaacknowledged that much remainsto be donein balancing
the power of the environment sector while mainstreaming the environ-
ment into other areas and sustainable development activities. She
suggested that the Environment Strategy should establish aset of indi-
catorsto measureimplementation of mainstreaming. Onfisheries,
Georgievareaffirmed itsimportance and noted Bank staff had tried
unsuccessfully, duetolack of funds, to launch aconsultation process
last year to engagethe Bank inthisarea.

Regarding interventions, it was noted that the Seattle events
provided an opportunity to instill the environment questionin the minds
of decision makersand arethusviewed as constructivefor theBank’s
operations. Watson remarked that the Bank iscommitted to assist coun-
triesmeet their obligations under the global environmental conventions.
Global environmental issuesfall into two categories: issuesof global
concern such aswater, land and desertification are high prioritieson the
Bank’sagendabecausethey are closely related to poverty, and i ssues of
theglobal commons such asclimate change, ozone depletion and
persistent organic pollutantsare also important Bank concerns. Conser-
vation of biodiversity and protected areas projectswill also continue be
part of the Bank’sfuture portfolio.

OnRio+10, Georgievasaid theBank isrethinkingits strategy on
how to changeinternally to reflect the alignment of environment issues
with the poverty reduction priority; the World Development Report
2002 isthe document that the Bank will bring to Rio+10 and the Envi-
ronment Strategy isonly apart of thisprocess.

CLOSING PLENARY

During the afternoon Plenary rapporteursfrom thetwo parallel brea-
kout groupsgave abrief summary of each group’sdiscussionand then
thefloor was opened for comments and discussion. One participant
noted that indicatorsare necessary to monitor progressin the different
Bank sectors. I n responseto the agriculture group’s presentation, Robert
Watson noted that there was no mention of how agricultural production
might be affected by global climate change and how the Clean devel op-
ment mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol might provide afunding mecha-
nism for agricultural and forestry projectsthat sequester atmospheric
carbon. Thompson responded that climate changeisalready increasing
therisksof agriculture and that the Bank isstudying risk mediation
approaches. He agreed with amention of carbon sinksas particularly
relevant, stating that people should not forget that soil and crops
sequester carbon just asforests do. One parti ci pant noted that aproblem
raisedin both therural development and environment discussion groups
wasthat donors seem to discussobjectivesin aregional context while
fundsgotoindividual countries.

Theissues of safeguard policiesand incentiveswererecurring
topics. Onthe question of incentives, one participant said it isimportant
to help the private sector adopt prudent options and theimportance of
partnershipswas stressed. The potential to leverage standardswith the
private sector was discussed. Waysto engage the private sector and the
significance of private sector capital flowsemerged askey issuesfor the
future.

The meeting closed with adiscussion of desired directionsand
suggestionsfor future meetings. GloriaDavisposed several questions
to the group: What should we cover next year? Who arethe best repre-
sentativesto attend? Should adifferent mix of people beincluded?

She noted that arecurring topic thismeeting was biotechnol ogy,
which could be apossibletopic for next year. Robert Thompson clari-
fied the Bank’sinvolvement with biotechnol ogy, citing current loansto
Brazil, India, and Chinafor “ agricultural technology.” He noted that the
use of biotechnology for food is much more controversia than health or
medical applicationsbut expressed the view that the popular literature
significantly exaggeratestherisksfrom biotechnol ogy. One participant
argued that theissue of genetically modified organismsisnot related
just to science and politics but al so to health and public opinion. He said
the Bank should not take aposition onthisasit attractscriticismandis
outsideitspurview. Another participant stressed that the publicisnot
always clear on the difference between biotechnol ogy and genetic engi-
neering. He said that to those who accept biotechnology the problemis
in genetic engineering and expressed the opinion that the Bank should
not invest in genetechnol ogy but that biotechnol ogy isfine and should
even perhaps be specially funded. He noted that the mediaisnot objec-
tivebut it hasinfluenced the public. Participants spoke of the need to
inform consumerswith effectivelabeling or use of the Precautionary
Principle. Transparency wasal so identified asimportant.

Therewas general agreement that thismeeting format was prefer-
abletolast year’'s, that the content and discussion groups were useful
and constructive and that the stated Bank goal sfor the meeting hel ped
ensurefocusand preparation. Therewassupport for keeping the
number of speakerslimitedin future meetingsin order to maximizethe
opportunity for discussion. It wasgenerally agreed that for next year’s
meeting thetopicsof Rio+10, the current preparation of the WDR on
sustai nable devel opment and the rel ated question of globalization
would al betimely. The UK announced that they have awhite paper on
globalization coming out soon which may be particularly relevant if
next year’'sESSD meeting focuses on Rio+10 and theimpacts of
globalization. One partici pant requested afuture presentation about the
Bank’senvironmental profile, including success storiesand an explana-
tion of the extent to which ElAshave aff ected projects.

GloriaDavisconcluded by thanking participantsfor attending. She
remarked that one of the main goal s of thisand future meetingsisto
discussissuesof common concern and renew relationships. Thishelps
interactionsthroughout theyear and makeseveryone’' swork more
productive.

THINGSTO LOOK FOR

COPENHAGEN +5: The Special Session of the United Nations
General Assembly onthe Implementation of the Outcome of the World
Summit for Social Development and Further Initiativeswill beheld
from 26-30 June 2000, in Geneva. For moreinformation, contact:
GloriaKan, Chief, Intergovernmental Policy Branch, Division for
Social Policy Development, Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, United Nations, Room DC2-1362, NY, NY 10017 USA; tel:
+1-(212) 963-5873; fax: +1(212) 963-3062; e-mail: kan@un.org;
Internet: http://www.un.org/esal socdev/geneva2000/

THE GENEVA 2000 FORUM: Heldin conjunctionwith the
Copenhagen+5 Specia Sessionin Geneva, from 26-30 June 2000, the
Geneva 2000 Forum aimsto enable non-governmental organizations,
parliaments, trade unions, businessand industry, professional associa-
tions, academicinstitutions, governmental and intergovernmental orga-
nizations, civil society and themediato join inthe debate on social
development. For moreinformation, contact: The Geneva 2000 Secre-
tariat, /o Ambassador Daniel Stauffacher, Delegate of the Swiss
Government for the Follow-up Conference of the World Summit for
Social Devel opment, Geneva 2000, Rue de Varembé 9-11, PO. Box
125, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland; tel: +41-22-749-2570; fax: +41-
22-749-2589; Internet: http:// www.geneva2000.org
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URBAN 21-GLOBAL CONFERENCE ON THE URBAN
FUTURE: Thisconferencewill be held from 4-6 July 2000, in Berlin,
Germany. Itisone of thekey elementsof the Global Initiativeon
Sustainable Devel opment, sponsored by Brazil, Germany, Singapore
and South Africa. For moreinformation, contact: Federal Officefor
Building and Regional Planning, Am Michael shof 8, D-53177 Bonn,
Germany; fax; +49-1888-401-2315; e-mail: information@urban21.dg;
Internet: http://www.urban21.de/

SEMINAR ON SUSTAINABLE USE OF WATER: QUALITY
AND QUANTITY: Thisseminar will beheld from 16-21 July 2000in
Guildford, England. For moreinformation contact: the Information
Manager, International Networking Events, The British Council, 1
Beaumont Place, Oxford, OX1 2PJ, UK; tel: +44-1865-316-636;
Internet: http://www.briti shcouncil .org/networkevents(click on
Upcoming Events2000/2001).

SYMPOSIUM ON"WATER SECURITY FOR THE 21ST
CENTURY --INNOVATIVE APPROACHES" --THE 10TH
STOCKHOLM WATER SYMPOSIUM: Thismeeting isscheduled
for 4-17 August 2000. Organized by the Stockholm Water I nstitute, the
Symposiumwill identify actions and appropriateinnovative solutionsin
transitioning from problem focusto opportunity focusin water i ssues.
For moreinformation, tel; +46-8-522-139- 60; fax: +46-8 522-139-61;
e-mail: sympos@siwi.org. Internet: www.siwi.org

IFOAM 2000: Thismeeting of the International Federation of
Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) will be held from 25 August
- 2 September 2000in Basel, Switzerland. IFOAM 2000 will include
the: 13th International IFOAM Scientific Conference; Third IFOAM
Organic World Exhibition/Bio Marché; Second I nternational Seminar
on"Organicsin the Supermarket”; Sixth International Congresson
Organic Viticulture; and First I nternational Seminar on " Organic Food
Processing." For moreinformation contact: IFOAM 2000, Research
Institute of Organic Agriculture, Ackerstrasse, CH-5070 Frick, Switzer-
land; tel: +41-62-865-7297; e-mail: ifoam2000@fibl.ch; Internet:http://
www.ifoam2000.ch/

BIOTECHNOLOGY 2000- 11TH INTERNATIONAL
BIOTECHNOLOGY SYMPOSIUM: Thismeetingwill beheld from
3-8 September 2000 in Berlin, Germany. For moreinformation contact:
DECHEMA eV, German Society of Chemical Apparatus, Chemical
Engineering and Biotechnol ogy, Theodor-Heuss-Allee 25, D-60486
Frankfurt am Main, Germany; tel: +49-69-7564-235; e-mail:
biotechnol ogy2000@dechema.de; Internet: http://www.dechema.de/
englisch/veranstalibsl1/pages/ibsll_1.htm

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ONBIOTECHNOLOGY
INTHE GLOBAL ECONOMY: SCIENCE AND THE PRECAU-
TIONARY PRINCIPLE: Thismeeting will be held from 22-23
September 2000, in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA. Co-hosted by the
Harvard Center for International Devel opment and the Belfer Center for
Scienceand International Affairs. For moreinformation, contact: Derya
Honca, Science, Technology and Innovation, Center for International
Development, Harvard University, 79 John F. Kennedy Street,
Cambridge, MA 02138 USA; tel: +1-617-495-1923; fax: +1-617-496-
8753; e-mail: Derya Honca@K SGharvard.edu; Internet: http://
www.cid.harvard.edu/cidbiotech/bioconf pp/home.htm

[UCN WORLD CONSERVATION CONGRESS: Thismeeting
will beheld from 4-11 October 2000 in Amman, Jordan. Thethemeis
"ecospace," aterm indicating that environmental protection at various
geographical scales. Participationinthe Congressismainly by invita-
tion. Non-member States and organizationswith formal working rela-
tionshipswith lUCN may attend at theinvitation of the Director

General, asobservers. . For moreinformation, contact: UrsulaHilt
Brunner, IUCN, Gland, Switzerland; tel: +41-22-999-0232; fax: +41-
22-999-0002; e-mail: urh@hg.iucn.org; Internet: http://www.iucn.org

1ITH INTERNATIONAL SOIL CONSERVATION ORGANI -
ZATION CONFERENCE: I SCO 2000 will beheld from 22-27
October 2000 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. For moreinformation
contact: Faculty of Agronomy - University of BuenosAires,; e-mail:
isco2000@mail.uba.ar; Internet: http://www.isco2000.org.ar/ingles/
index-ing.htm;

ETHNOBIOLOGY, BIOCULTURAL DIVERSITY,AND
BENEFITSSHARING: Thelnternational Society of Ethnobiology's
Seventh Congresswill be held from 23-27 October 2000, in Athens,
Georgia, USA. The Congresswill addressethnobiology'srolein main-
taining biocultural diversity and ensuring equitabl e benefit-sharing and
open dialogue with traditional and indigenousresearch collaborators.
For moreinformation, contact: Seventh International Congressof
Ethnobiology, c/o LaBau Bryan, Department of Anthropology, Univer-
sity of Georgia, 250 Baldwin Hall, Athens, GA 30602-1619 USA; tel:
+1-706-542-3922; fax: +1-706-542-3998; e-mail:
Ibryan@arches.uga.edu; I nternet: http://guallart.dac.uga.edu/| SE/

THIRD APEC AGRICULTURAL TECHNICAL COOPERA-
TION WORKSHOP ON CONSERVATION AND UTILIZATION
OFANIMALS ANDPLANTS GENETIC RESOURCES: This
ExpertsMeetingisto be heldin October 2000in Chinese Taipei. For
moreinformation contact: AsiaPacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Secretariat, 438 Alexandra Road, #1400, Alexandra Point, Singapore
119958; tel: +65-276-1880; fax: +65-276-1775; e-mail:
info@mail .apecsec.org.sg; I nternet: http://www.dpie.gov.au/dpie/apec/
atc/

BIODIVERSITY 2000 KUCHING: PRUDENT BIODIVER-
SITY MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT:
Thismeeting will take placefrom 1-3 November 2000, in Sarawak,
Malaysia. The conference aimsto take stock of the current biodiversity
statusat the global and regional level . For moreinformation, contact:
ChuaTek Kheng, Sarawak Biodiversity Centre, KM 20 Jalan Puncak
Borneo, Smengoh, 93250 Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysig; tel +60-82-
610610; fax +60-82-611535; e-mail: chuatk @sbc.org.my; Internet:
http:// www.sbc.org.my

SIXTH CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIESTO THE FRAME-
WORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE: COP-6will be
held from 13-24 November 2000 in The Hague, the Netherlands. For
moreinformation, contact: the UNFCCC Secretariat; tel: +49-228-815-
1000; fax: +49-228-815-1999; e-mail: secretariat@unfccc.de; Internet:
http://www.unfccc.int

FIRST MEETING OF THEINTERGOVERNMENTAL
COMMITTEE ON THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL : Thefirst
meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee on the Cartagena Protocol
will beheld from 11-15 December 2000, in M ontpellier, France. For
moreinformation, contact: Cyrie Sendashonga, CBD Secretariat, World
Trade Center, 393 St. Jacques Street, Suite 300, Montreal, Quebec H2Y
IN9, Canada; tel: +1-514-288-2220; fax: +1-514-288-6588; e-mail:
cyrie.sendashonga@biodiv.org; Internet: http://www.biodiv.org/

FOURTH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE
PARTIESTO THE CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFI-
CATION: COP-4 istentatively scheduled to meet from 11-22
December 2000, in Bonn, Germany. For moreinformation, contact: the
CCD Secretariat, PO. Box 260129, D-53153 Bonn, Germany; tel: +49-
228-815-2800; fax: +49-228-815-2899; e-mail: secretariat@unccd.de;
Internet: http://www.unccd.dechm@biodiv.org; Internet: http://
www.biodiv.org/.



