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The Global Dialogue, Natural resources. The Sustainability Chal-
lenge, held from 19-21 June, 2000, isthefirst of aseriesof ten Global
Dialoguesorganized by the Stockholm Environment I nstitute (SEI) in
conjunctionwith the Hanover Expo 2000. Over 60 leading institu-
tionsfrom different countriesareinvolved in the planning and real -
ization of the Global Dial ogue series. The Dialogue seriesbring
together academics, political and business decision-makersand repre-
sentativesfrom NGOsand international organizations. The objectives
of the seriesareto develop new forms of participation and dialogue,
specifically inthe areas of health, environment and |abour. Following
the Dialogue series, aprogrammefor global partnership will be set up
to reach the broader public and reuniteit with prominent personalities
frominternational publiclife.

TheGlobal Dialogueon Natural Resourcesand Sustainability
endeavorsto address, inter alia: futureresource use at the global,
regional andlocal levels; distribution; and protection of resourcesthat
areeither non-renewable or gradually renewable. Linkageswill be
made between the Global Dialogue and on-going natural resources-
related initiatives, including international conventions, regional
agreementsand local initiatives. Specifically, the Dial ogue discusses
best practices and optionsto improve use, distribution and conserva-
tion of natural resourcesin linewith sustainability, technological effi-
ciency and innovation to meet increasing demandson renewable
natural resources. Furthermore, it will help definethe agendafor the
Earth Summit 2002 and tackle sustainabl e production and consump-
tion patterns of governments, businessand the public.

PLENARY

SETTING THE SCENE

In an opening statement, Chair Simon Upton, OECD Round Table
on Sustai nable Devel opment, welcomed participantsand called for a
multi-way dia ogue exchange. Noting the sustai nable devel opment
debateisbedeviled by statistics of doom and smooth statements, he
stressed making use of the Global Dialogue for communicating with
peopleand allowing themto internalize sustainability.

Speaking on environment, conflict and sustainable peace, Alex-
ander Carius, Director, Ecologic Centrefor International and Euro-
pean Environmental Research, highlighted amining conflict where

environment degradation triggered an unstable social system. He
noted theinstitutional context and therelationship between violence,
population pressure and environmental impactsand advocated
coherent integration of poverty eradication, sustainabl e resource
management, democratization and human security and, inter alia,
fostering environmental cooperation. He underscored the success of
environment policy in developing sophisti cated management tools
and agreements but thefailure of policy integration at both national
andinternational levels.

TariqBanuri, SEI Senior Research Director, Boston, spoke about
sustainability and climate change scenarios. Hereflected on the
historical context of globalization anditstwo current trends:
increasing global interdependence and fragmentation of equality. He
suggested that sustai nable devel opment inducesintergenerational
inequitiesand stressed criteriafor sustainability transition, including
justice and fairness, equity, poverty eradication, peace, security and
governance. He highlighted the use of scenariosto understand solu-
tionsto climate change and suggested the use of efficiency, equity
and sustainability.

Claude Fusdler, Director of Stakeholder Relations, WBCSD and
SEI Board Member, gave anintroduction on the challenge of creating
eco-efficient markets. He explored the question of market suitability
and accessibility while providing long-term environmental security.
Asoneimportant step in achieving thisgoal, he pointed out the
creation of affordable goodsto be offered on marketsbel ow poverty
levels.

Terri L. Willard, Internet Communications Officer, |1SD, drew
attention to theissue of knowledge management andits possible
impactson sustainability. She said that while knowledge management
reliesincreasingly on electronic means, direct and personal communi-
cationsarestill valuabletechnologies. Sheidentified explicit, implicit
and tacit knowledge, encouraged diversity of and communication
between knowledge systems, and stressed theimportant role of inter-
mediaries.

The second part of the opening Plenary was dedicated to discus-
sion between panelistsand participants. On preventing conflict,
Cariusstressed the key challenge of linking sustainable devel opment
and peace promotion. Regarding capacity building, Banuri stressed
theimportance of long-term building with aparticipatory approach.
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Fussler stressed eco-efficiency to reducethelink between consumption
and negative environmental impacts. Carius emphasized ensuring that
governments perceive consumption problemsaspolitical issues.

Ondeveloping countries’ difficulty to compete with developed
countries, Fussler emphasized intelligent and collaborative solutionsto
avoid returning to protectionism.

Ontheroleof democracy in sustainable devel opment, panelists
emphasized theimportance of equity and justice, equal resource access,
information accessand avoiding technocratic control. Chair Upton
noted democracy’sstrength in addressing large ethical mattersrequiring
broad direction but its usel essnessin addressing highly detailed matters.

Responding to comments on the Kyoto Protocol and the pessimism
that has emanated from it, Banuri reemphasized the need for aproper
dialogue between thethree approaches: efficiency, equity and sustain-
ability.

GLOBAL FOCUS

In an afternoon plenary session, HisMgjesty King Carl XV Gustaf,
of Sweden, thanked the SEI and collaboratorsfor organizing thefirst
Global Dialogue on Natural Resources. He stressed the planet isstill
heading in the wrong direction despite progress made since Stockholm,
1972. He stated, at the core of sustainable development, thereisaneed
to show willingnessfor participation, new respect for natureand a
common understanding, and emphasized it istimefor developing new
structures and partnerships, involvingindustry and civil society. He
emphasi zed dial ogue as communi cation, networks and knowledge and
hoped that new ideaswould be provoked contributing to the realization
of asustainablefuture.

Peter C. Goldmark, Chairman and CEO, International Herald
Tribunal, introduced the session using the metaphor of planet earth
being on ashipjourney. Participants questioned panelistson therole
and use of education, therole of NGOs, integrating long term perspec-
tivesin decision making, thelack of or slow pace of action, how to
improve systems of governance and therole of massmedia.

L uciano Respini, President of Dow Europe, visualized apyramid
with sustai nable devel opment at the top and constituencies bel ow
drafting amanifesto focusing on dialogue and linkages. He said the key
issueisidentifying appropriateincentivesin amarket-driven society,
beyond just shareholder value.

OlaUllsten, Co-Chair of the World Commission on Forestsand
Sustainable Development (WCFSD) said the shipisoff coursedueto
short-term interestsand called for government pressure onindustry to
enforcetechnological solutions.

AliciaBércena, Head of Environment and Human Settlements
(ECLAC), said that the market could not provide sufficient solutionsto
environmental and devel opment problems. Shesaid certain values,
which the market does not recogni ze, need to betaken into account and
conserved by other institutions. She cautioned against simplifying the
perception of the various sectorsand pointed out the variety of repre-
sentativesand actorswithinthe private sector, governmentsand the
NGO community. She stressed connectinginitiativesat thelocal level,
closingthedigital divide and influencing economic decision makers.

Hanns Michael Holz, Global Head of Environmental Coordination,
Deutsche Bank AG, highlighted the need for sustainabl e cooperation
between governments, NGOs and the businessworld and called for
partnership-oriented organizations.

SunitaNarain, Centrefor Science and Environment, pointed out the
need for education and devel opment and strengthening of sciencefor
environment and devel opment. She said the current model of economic
development isinherently toxic and that it takesinvestment and disci-
plineto reversethetrend of resource degradation. Shealso called for
quicker solutionsand stressed the lack of rightsand entitlementsat the
global level.

ClaudeMartin, Director General, WWF International, stressed the
need for extracurricular education activities. He emphasized transpar-
ency between governments, the private sector and NGOs.

MarittaR. von Bieberstein Koch-Weser, Director General, IUCN
Switzerland, indicated therole of partnershipswithin [IUCN and its
challengein establishing long-term strategiesin the dialoguefor joint
action.

WORKSHOPS

ECOSYSTEMS21

Theworkshop, convened by the GEF and WWF and chaired by
Claude Martin, addressed global prioritiesand partnershipsfor inte-
grated ecosystems management.

JamesMartin Jones, WWF-UK, gave an introduction of the Global
200 Initiative, which aimstoward amethodol ogy for determining
global conservation priorities. Drawing attention to various exampl es of
ecosystem diversity, he said that the challengeresidesin securinga
broad range of ecosystemsand asthe basisof theworld'seconomy. He
called for conservation of specific eco-regions, which carry unique
biodiversity, and unusual ecologica phenomena.

Colin Rees, Team Leader, GEF Biodiversity, discussed the GEF's
roleinthefield of ecosystem management and biodiversity protection.
He highlighted stakeholdersinvolvement, contextual challengeand
integrated ecosystem management asthe three main challengesin the
process of pursuing anintegrated approach. He said that |ong-term and
adaptive management approaches are needed and that, in order to opti-
mi ze benefits, synergiesmust be created between the three GEF focal
areas(climate, water, biodiversity).

Speaking on behalf of Prof. Michael Succow, University of Greif-
swald, Germany, Thomas Trhaenhardt tackled partnershipswith
Eastern European States and the Russian Federation to achieve an eco-
regional approach for Eurasia. Presenting thefocal areas of the conser-
vation activitiesand highlighting the special characteristics of the part-
nership projects, he said existing institutions shoul d not bereplaced by
aframework organization.

In his presentation, Georg Schwede, CEO, WWF Germany, high-
lighted the practical implications of an eco-region-based conservation
approach (ERBC). He pointed out that the ERBC isastrategic approach
for conducting conservation with along-term vision, enabling abroad
assessment of the best placestoinvest in conservation and providing a
framework for identifying and addressing root causesfor biodiversity
loss. He said ameliorating root causes are central to effectiveimplemen-
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tation of ERBC, aswell asestablishing long term commitment, rejuve-
nation, reinforcement and creation of partnershipsand alliances
between the various stakeholders.

Anneke Trux, Observatoire du Saharaet du Sahel (OSS), pointed
out the changein terminol ogy from development aid to devel opment
cooperation to the current partnership model, and stressed the need to
identify areaswhere partnerships are needed for sustainable devel op-
ment. She said partnershipswould need to balanceinterestsand bene-
fits, build upon reciprocal obligations, mutually agreed objectives,
shared responsibilities, and establish North/South and South/South
cooperation. Astoolsfor establishing partnershipswithin the OSS, she
highlighted legally binding instruments, especially the Convention to
Combat Desertification (CCD), monitoring and eval uation, information
management and circul ation and technol ogy transfer.

Christophe Crepin, Globa Environment Africa, World Bank,
discussed emerging partnershipsfor integrated ecosystems management
in Africa. He pointed out many new actors and stakehol dersand the
need for coordination. He highlighted the need to addressand integrate
congtituenciesat all levels, and to devel op aclear understanding of the
costsand benefitsand the comparative advantages of partnerships.

WATER 21

Theworkshop, convened by SEI and chaired by Arno Rosemarin,
SEI Communications Director, addressed conflictsand challengesin
the global agenda.

On hydropolitics, Leif Ohlsson, Professor, University of Orebro,
highlighted linkages between water scarcity and social resource and
presented awater management scheme. He noted therisk of “water
wars’ might belessthanthat of internal conflicts between groups,
sectors, or water-privileged segments and the governments. Hesaid
research should identify hidden factorsresponsiblefor scarcity and
makethem avail abl e to peopl e dependent on water for agricultural
activitiesand food security.

Malcolm Mercer, Director, [UCN Canada, presented aWorld Water
Vision project which proposes, inter alia, involvement of stakeholders
inintegrated management, full cost pricing of water, public funding for
research, and massiveincreaseininvestments. He said payment of the
full value of water supply would include the value of goods and services
for provision of fresh water, including water cleaning, flood control,
pollution attenuation, and the recreational and educational value of
water.

AlanHall, Coordinator, Global Water Partnership (GWP), high-
lighted themes from the GWPframework for action, including: mobi-
lizing political will; making water governance effective; generating
“water wisdom”; tackling urgent water priorities; and investingfor a
securewater future. He stressed theimportance of putting 'WRM into
practicewith governmentstaking responsibility for allocation. Healso
stressed the need for greater involvement of the private sector to over-
comeobstacleslinked to service delivery and investment.

Onwater and food, Franck Rijsberman, Director, International
Water Management I nstitute (IWM 1), noted that 70% of water supplies
gotoagricultural use. He compared dataon population increase, irri-
gated areaexpansion, agricultural water needs, and total growthin
primary water source and noted that although some areas of theworld
have sufficient levelsof water supplies, alack of infrastructure prevents
channeling and efficient agricultural use, giving anillusion of dearth.

Heidentified solutionsto create sustainablefood levels, among which
increasing crop productivity and irrigated areas, or growingin more
suitable environments and trading food products.

Juergen Resch, Board Member, Global Nature Fund (GNF),
presented aproject entitled “ Living lakes” on goalsfor lakesconserva-
tion. Hehighlighted local initiativesin, inter alia, the St LuciaLakein
South Africaand theMono Lakein Californiato underscorework
achieved by partnerships between NGOs and corporations. He said
recent projectsfocus on devel oping countries and called for continued
financial assistance.

ENERGY 21

Theworkshop, convened by the GEF and the Wuppertal Institute,
discussed ways of integrating cleaner solutionsin energy market
reform.

Referring to conclusions of the EXPO Compendium on Sustainable
Energy, Chair Peter Hennicke, Wuppertal Institute, noted effortsto
examineenergy from the perspective of the consumer and to place
emphasison energy efficiency and resource productivity. Responding
to questions, he noted, inter alia, theimportance of changingincentive
structures and the promising prospectsfor fuel cellsafter 2010.

Roberto Vigotti, Chair, International Energy Agency (IEA), high-
lighted world energy demand growth projectionsand theimportance of
asupportive, consistent policy framework for market integration of
renewables. He emphasi zed market positioning and strategy in acceler-
ating renewable energy and noted factorsthat will reduce price and
bring greater valuefor renewables. He stressed cost scenariosfor
learning investmentsin different markets, relevant marketsfor renew-
ablesand impacts of |earning investments on competitiveness.
Regarding aquery on centralized political barriersto change, he empha-
sized interagency collaboration and | EA’srolein convincing govern-
mentsto consider renewables.

Highlighting the proposed China-GEF Renewable Energy Partner-
ship, Jinlin Yang, GEF Focal Point, stressed the obstaclesin Chinato
developing renewable energy. Emphasizing political constraints, stake-
holder ownership and private sector involvement, he said the Partner-
ship’sthrust isto give decision makersthe opportunity toidentify the
best way to devel op renewabl e energy. He noted astick and carrot
strategy approach combining amandatory percentagefor renewables
with among others, bilateral and multilateral support. Co-Chair
Mohamed T. El-Ashry, GEF CEO, underscored including poverty alle-
viationinthe strategy.

Nadiah Moh’ d Khalil Jouhari, GEF Focal Point, highlighted energy
usein Jordan and renewable energy possibilities. Shenoted: arenew-
abletarget of 4-5% of total energy consumption by 2010. On options
for cleaner energy, she noted gradual switchingto natural gas, energy
efficiency programmes; and meansto expand conservation programmes
and private sector involvement.

Frank Rittner, Programme M anager, GEF Washington, highlighted
patterns of power sector reform and theinfluence on the environment
and potential effectsof competitive markets. He a so highlighted instru-
mentsfor clean energy reform, including enacting astable and level
playing field for independent power producers, eliminating hidden
subsidies, reducing marketsbarriersto energy efficiency and renew-
ableenergy and enforcing comparable environment standardson all
generators.
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KlausKnecht, Programme Manager, Carl Duisberg Gesellschaft
(CDG), highlighted devel opmentsin the energy market asaresult of
liberalization and re-regul ation. Noting the consequencesand CDG'’s
initiatives, hetraced the developmental steps of dissolving state monop-
oliesin generating, transmitting and distributing power, new state regu-
lationsto control the market indirectly, activation of private sector
enterprises, increased authorized independent energy producersand
accelerated technical progressin the areas of renewabl e energy and
highly efficient technologies.

FORESTS21

Theworkshop was convened by the World Commission on Forests
and Sustainable Development (WCFSD) and SEI.

Chair OlaUllsten stated the greatest risk of forest lossisin areas of
low forest cover, already suffering from timber shortages. He empha-
sized impactsonfood production, flooding and increasing poverty. He
spoke of the WCFSD’sreport on forests, which stresses services other
than production, such as preventing soil erosion, water systems, and
carboncycle.

David Kaimovitz, Center for International Forestry Research,
stressed the underlying causes of deforestation and provided an over-
view of continuing global deforestation trends despite $2 billion spent
per year on technical assistance. He suggested policy makers, inter alia:
avoid placing roadsand portsin forested areas; restrict certainlarge
scaleinvestments; exercise caution with agricultural and forest product
tradeliberalisation; recognizelocal ethnic groupsrightsand strengthen
their capacity to govern; and build astronger and democratic systems of
property rightsand law enforcement.

Salleh M. Nor, President, Tropbio Research, addressed water, biodi-
versity and ecosystems. He maintained that: destruction of Malaysia's
hill forestsaffectslocal water supplies; biodiversity isat risk fromloss
of thegene pool and thelack of interest by young peoplein taxonomy;
and research into ecosystem dynamicsisneeded.

On climate and forests, Wolfgang Cramer, Professor, Potsdam I nsti-
tutefor Climate Impact Research, highlighted theinfluences of forest
ecosystemson water and carbon cycle and effectson climate change.
He offered solutionsto global warming, including focusing on cutting
fossil fuel emissionsand removing existing amounts of carbon from the
biosphere.

ClaesHall, Senior Advisor, Aracruz Cellulose, ontimber and fibre
inachanging environment, opposed theideaof aforest crisisand stated
that from acommercial perspective, society isnot at risk of running out
of timber and fibre. He recogni sed the need to bring together forest
stakeholders, and suggested forest issues be solved locally, regionally
or nationally.

Ashok Khosla, President, Devel opment Alternatives, highlighted
theimportance of secondary order consequences of deforestation, such
asthe burden of fuel wood collection faced by women. He suggested
that the marginal costsof deforestation to livelihoods have not been
adequately captured and require additional research. He highlighted
technology and the appropriateinstitutions of governance as solutions
to deforestation.

Discussion revolved around theissues of governance, devolution of
power to communitiesfor forest management and environmental
services of forests such as carbon sequestration.

MARKETS21

Theworkshop, facilitated by Edward Frieman, Chairman, Board on
Sustainable Development, USA National Research Council, tackled
markets, knowledge and sustai nable devel opment.

Kevin Dunion, Director, Friends of the Earth-Scotland, discussed
fair sharesin environmental space and introduced the concept of suffi-
ciency asameansof limiting demand for goods utilizing natural
resources. He called for large-scal e changestoward sustainabl e prac-
ticesin both devel oping and devel oped countries. He highlighted the
importance of shared responsibility and environmental justiceto the
progress of sustainable development.

AnaLorenaQuirésLara, Ecoglobal S.A. CostaRica, discussed the
role of thecommonsin public markets. She suggested that, asanon-
market, the commonsexist to overcome market failures and stressed
that property rightswerecritical in bringing about thistransition. She
highlighted mitigation measuresfor non-market failures, including
independent projectsevaluation, linking of costsand outputs, evalua-
tion of rights, and market mechanisms. She called for mechanismsto
measure non-markets effectiveness.

On poverty and sustainability in the non-market, Al Binger,
Professor, University of Jamaica, highlighted the need for mechanisms
alowing countries’ involvement inthe global market. He further
addressed: environmental problemsfacing SIDS; methods of sustain-
ableagriculture; developing national (specifically SIDS) participation
ininternational organizations; and education asavector of sustainable
development.

On competitivenessand environmental quality, Franz L ehner, Presi-
dent, Institut for Arbeitstechnik, discussed waysto trigger growthin
marketsand simultaneously assist devel oping countries. Hesaid de-
materialized production systemswould makegoodsavailableat alow
priceand low environmental cost. He noted creation of better orga-
nized marketswould facilitate accessto new technol ogies.

Doug Miller, President, Environics, presented asurvey of
consumers' trendsfrom 27 countries. Although viewsontheroleof
technology in solving environmental problemsvaried, he noted
consumers acknowledgetherisk posed by current environmental prob-
lemsfor future generations. Heidentified alatent environmental
activism among consumers and said corporations could trigger
suggested sustainable consumerismiif they catered to thisnew aware-
ness.

THINGSTO LOOK FOR TODAY

PLENARY: Participantswill meetin Room 2 from 16:00to 18:00
for aplenary session entitled “ A talk around theworld” featuring
regional documentariesin collaboration with the Global Dial ogue part-
nersin Thailand, CostaRicaand Zimbabwe.

WORK SHOPS: Participantswill reconvenein thefiveworkshops
from 10:00to 12:00 and from 13:00to 15:00. Forests 21 will start at
9:30.



