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Proposed modifications to the Chairman’s Paper A/CONF.199/PC/L.1

3/27/02

ADDITIONS IN CAPS; [Deletions in brackets]

I.  Introduction 

3. It has been widely recognized that despite domestic and international actions there is still a major gap in the implementation of Agenda 21.  Ten years after the Rio Conference, the world is still confronted with the challenges of endemic poverty, unsustainable lifestyles and environmental degradation.  That gap can be bridged with renewed political will, practical steps and partnerships to promote sustainable development. PROGRESS IN THESE AREAS CAN BE ACHIEVED WHEN THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD DEVELOP A PROFOUND SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FATE OF THE PLANET AND FOR THE WELL-BEING OF THE ENTIRE HUMAN FAMILY.  THIS SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY EMERGES NATURALLY FROM THE ADOPTION OF A GLOBAL ETHIC THAT EMBRACES THE ONENESS OF HUMANKIND AND UPHOLDS A UNIFYING VISION OF A PEACEFUL, PROSPEROUS WORLD SOCIETY.

II. Poverty eradication

4. (i)
Promote more comprehensive rural education and extension programmes, directed particularly at the rural poor, with major emphasis on efforts to reduce illiteracy, [particularly among] GIVING PRIORITY TO women and girls, WHERE THE INVESTMENT WILL YIELD THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE RATE OF RETURN; 

III.  Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production 

5.
Sustainable development cannot be achieved without fundamental changes in the way industrial societies produce and consume AND IN THE VALUES THAT UNDERLY CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION.  To change unsustainable consumption and production patterns, specific measures are needed.  Urgent actions are required to:


(a) 
Adopt [polices and] measures in developed countries aimed at changing unsustainable patterns of production and consumption via technological and educational policies which, inter alia:

(i) 
Raise [consumer] awareness AMONG PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS of the importance of sustainable production and consumption patterns AND OF THE VALUES NEEDED TO TRANSFORM SUCH PATTERNS.

(ii) Improve the role of the media and other public information tools in promoting sustainable consumption and production, AND IN FOSTERING A SENSE OF GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY AND CITIZENSHIP, ESSENTIAL TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 

IX. Means of implementation
26. (g)
Support the empowerment of women and girls by [improving access] GIVING THEM PRIORITY IN ACCESS to basic and higher education, training and capacity building, with emphasis on gender mainstreaming.

28. (b)
Encourage national-level indicators THAT MEASURE THE ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS of sustainable development in the context of national assessments for monitoring the attainment of sustainable development goals.  Such activity should also be linked to efforts at the subregional levels; 

X. Strengthening governance for sustainable development at the national, regional and international levels
{For insertion in an appropriate section when text is available.}

SINCE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS A DYNAMIC GOAL, THE PROCESSES OF GOVERNANCE AND SUSTAINABILITY NEED TO BE SIMILARLY DYNAMIC, RECEIVING FEEDBACK ON THE IMPACTS OF POLICY AND ACTION, AND ADJUSTING COURSE ACCORDINGLY.  THE CONTINUING PARTICIPATION OF STAKEHOLDERS, WHETHER IN A LOCAL COMMUNITY, NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, OR PRIVATE SECTOR -- IN A FREE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS LEADING TO CONSENSUS ON ACTION -- WILL MAKE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AN ORGANIC, EVOLVING AND SELF-CORRECTING PROCESS.

